


TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 5, 2010

“To be a disciple of Jesus one must carry one’s own cross and renounce all possessions.”

MAsses imeWeek
Weekday Monday, September 6
9:30 AM Jeanne Dister
Weekday Tuesday, September 7

7:45 AM Lojze Zaletelj
9:15 AM Michael King

The Nativity
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:45 AM Ralph Nolan

Wednesday, September 8

St. Peter Claver, priest Thursday, September 9
9:15 AM Robert & Gilda-Cruz Romo

Weekday Friday, September 10
7:45 Jeanne Schuchard

9:15 AM Robert O’Shea, Anniversary

Weekday Saturday, September 11

8:30 AM Colleen Martin, Birthday
1:30 PM Brantley-Tresko Wedding

VIGIL: Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 PM Alejandra Mandapat
7:00 PM Victims of 911 Terrorist Attack

Twenty-fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

7:30 AM Jean Semon
9:30 AM Alfred & Ruth Bouhall, Anniversary
11:00 AM Mildred Kennedy

12:30PM St. Raphael Parishioners, L & D

September 12

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19
Wednesday:Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30;
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Lk 6:27-38
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49
Sunday:  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51; 1 Tm 1:12-17;
Lk 15:1-32 [1-10]

Deadline for bulletin is noon on Friday for the fol-
lowing week. Articles can be dropped off in the Parish
Office or e-mailed to: tbush@saintraphaelparish.com. If
you are interested in placing an advertisement in our bulle-
tin, please contact J.S. Paluch Co. 1-800-945-6629.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS-THEY
MAKE THE BULLETIN POSSIBLE.

Altar For the weekend of:

[0 servers September 11-12
4:30PM  8-2
7:.00 PM  Darst/Howe
730 AM 77
9:30 AM  H-8
11:00 AM H-9
12:30PM  7-8

MICHAEL & MOLLY ROTHGERY, parents of Grace and
Lucia, and DOROTHY WHITE died this past week. May they
rest in peace.

I Christopher Brantley & Rachel Tresko
II Matthew Lyons & Janae Spagnola

I Dan Gulling & Erin Stanton

I Tim Alberts & Joann Kahl

ST. RAPHAEL PRAYER MINISTRY prays daily for
specific requests. We pray in our own homes, on our own
time, and in our own ways. Requests are distributed by
phone-chain or e-mail. If you or someone you know is in

need of prayer, or to join this ministry, please call Joanne
Hout (835-0169).

St. Raphael’s LITTLEST ANGELS ROOM is open
during 9:30 and 11:00 AM Mass every Sunday. Stop in
with your little one (toddler age 2 through 5) to see the age
-appropriate alternative to Sunday Liturgy.

REMEMBER On Sunday September 19 after the 9:30
AM and 11:00 AM Masses, there will be teams of people
to pray with you for comfort, strength, healing,
thanksgiving and any need you may have. If you are
interested in being part of the Guardian Angels, please call
Sussy Hidalgo (835-4087). Remember, the Guardian
Angels pray with you every third Sunday of the month.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
RAPHAEL CENTER CHAPEL
“Coming to visit Him for a quiet hour of prayer is

in itself a prayer of great faith. “Blessed are they
who do not see and yet believe.” (Jn 20:29)

: Adoration takes place in the chapel in the Raphael
i Center every week from 10:00 AM on Friday, through the
i night until 4:00PM on Saturday. :

.......................................................................................................



A REPORT ON OUR STEWARDSHIP

Contributions August 29, 2010 $29,877.63
Total Contributions 7/4/10-8/29/10 267,882.75
9 Sundays x $32.000 budgeted 288.000.00
Offertory under budget $-20,117.25

PLEASE USE THE SUNDAY ENVELOPES.
THEY ARE THE PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF
PARISH SUPPORT.

Thank you for your continuing gift to our parish.
Fr. Tim

Thinking of Becoming a Catholic? The
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
K@IA' (RCIA) is a process or journey of
conversion of initiating people into the Catholic
Church. It takes place within the context of our parish
community. It is guided by the gospel of Jesus and
deepened by the experience, wisdom, and knowledge of
fellow members of the Christian Community. Our
sessions begin in September, celebrate the Sacraments of
Initiation at the Easter Vigil, and conclude the sessions at
the beginning of May. If you are interested in
participating in this process, please call Fr. Steve
Breck at the Parish Office (871-1100). The RCIA is
designed for those who have never been baptized, who
were baptized in another faith tradition and desire to
become Catholic, or those who were baptized Catholic
and never received Eucharist and Confirmation. We are
also interested in fully-initiated members of our parish
who wish to be part of the RCIA team. The only
requirement is that you are willing to share your faith! If
interested, please contact Fr. Steve Breck at the Parish
Office.
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STUDY CHURCH HISTORY WITH FR.
STEVE Some of you might know 1 like
talking about the saints at weekday
Mass. Recently, I acquired a program
called “Epic: A Journey Through Church History” from
Ascension Press to learn more about the saints. It’s a 10
DVD set consisting of 20 sessions that takes the viewer
through the major people, places and events that make up
the history of the Catholic Church. If interested in
joining me studying church history, please know there is a
Study Set available to complete the study. This Study Set
consists of an Epic Workbook, a timeline chart and
bookmark. The price for the Study Set is $29.95. But, I
can get a 15% discount on orders of 20 or more. I imagine
the program can be done without the Study Set, so don’t
let the cost discourage you. The program will begin in the
Upper Room of the Parish Office on Thursday, September
9" at 1PM and end at 3PM. This program will conclude
on February 10", 2011. If you have any questions about
this church history program or want to sign up, please
contact Fr. Steve at 440-871-1100.

SYNOPSIS OF ST. RAPHAEL PASTORAL
COUNCIL MINUTES
June 8, 2010

New council members were elected. Marilyn Crisafi, Rick
DiLisi, Mark Gamble, Gordon Hess, Coleman O’Leary and
Scott Webber will begin a two year commitment as pastoral
council members. Maria Dirando will be staying on council
an additional year to fill the last year of a two year opening
due to Roy Showman’s departure. David Davala, Paul Davis,
Tony Duna, Pat Sheehan and Scott Sumser were thanked for
their two years of service.

i
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Father Tim reported that Jenny Zimmerman has resigned as
Development Director. He thanked Jenny for her service to
the parish.

Rev. Mr. Larry Gregg reviewed a new 10 week Alpha
program that will be available to parishioners in the fall.
Look for more information in the bulletin.

Kris McGivney presented the budget on behalf of the
Finance Committee. The current loan balance is $600,000.
We need to raise approximately $300,000 more in pledges.
The school staff is being given a 2% increase in salaries. An
outside company is being hired to do snow removal. The
electronic transfer of payment for school tuition is being
planned, with offertory collections to follow. The new gym
floor will be resealed. Council members approved the budget
as submitted. The budget will be formally presented to
parishioners in the fall.

All ministries are open to new members. You may join at
any time throughout the year. Ministry information will
again be available at the parish picnic on August 22nd.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 14",
at 7:30 pm in the Zwilling Room. All parishioners are
welcome to attend.



GUILD

PARISH WOMEN WHO MAKE THINGS
HAPPEN

SAVE THE DATE ANNUAL FALL SOUP
LUNCHEON All Women of the Parish are welcome to
come enjoy great food along with our speaker, Regina
Brett, The Plain Dealer columnist who will discuss her
new book God Never Blinks. The Guild's Fall Soup
Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 11:30 AM
at Bay Lodge. Please bring soup (in a crock pot with
ladle) or dessert to share. We will also be collecting
new and gently used Halloween costumes, deodorant for
Adopt-a-Family, and cash for West Side Catholic Center.
Please Call for Reservations: Lori Hanson 440.835.2116.

SUPPORT GROUP FOR WOMEN OF ST.
RAPHAEL PARISH WITH CANCER We are always
ready to welcome you. Whether you are just starting
treatment or are a several decade survivor, please join our
support group. We get together to ask questions, to share
information, to pray, to talk and to listen. Some women
come once in a while, some come every month. You are
always welcome! Our informal gatherings are the first
Monday of each month. Our next get-together will be on
Tuesday, September 7 at 7:00 PM in the Raphael
Center Chapel (Tuesday because of Labor Day). Please
join us. Should you have any questions, please contact
Kris (440-930-5479) or Marilyn (440-835-0674).

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION CORNER

Preschool Religion Classes We are now accepting
registrations for the 2010-11 school year. Forms for children
new to Preschool Religion are available at the Parish Office.
Religion classes will be offered during the 9:30 a.m. mass
from September 19 through May 22™.  Children must be 3,
4 or 5 years old by September 30, 2010.

Preschool Religion Orientation

Parents of children attending Preschool Religion are asked to
attend an orientation meeting with their child. If you were
unable to attend the August meeting, another opportunity is
available:

September 11 in the Library:

10-10:30 a.m. or 2-2:30 p.m.

Information will be presented on the calendar of the year,
your child’s classroom assignment, Early Childhood prayers,
an overview of the Preschool Religion curriculum and
helpful hints for parents on teaching your child about God.
Preschool children are encouraged to attend and will have an
opportunity to visit the classrooms in the school.

Volunteer Teachers Needed for Sunday Preschool

Please consider sharing your Catholic faith with God’s little
children. We are in need of three more volunteers to help
teach classes of 3 year-olds and 4 year-olds. Weekly and

part-time positions (every other Sunday) are available.
Classes are held in the school during the 9:30 a.m. Mass each
Sunday, mid-September through mid-May. You do not need
to be a certified teacher to help with this program. We
provide training, a wonderful book and lots of support.
Teachers must be an adult. Please contact Terri Telepak in
the Parish Office at 440-871-1100, ext. 108 or
ttelepak@saintraphaelparish.com for information.

PSR Registration is NOW DUE for the 2010-11 year We
are in the process of assigning children to classrooms for
Parish School of Religion classes. Forms are available in the
Parish Office. If you have any questions, or your child has
specific learning needs, please contact Terri Telepak at 440-
871-1100 or ttelepak@saintraphaelparish.com

PSR Orientation for New Families

Families with children in Grades 1-8 who are NEW to the
Parish School of Religion are requested to attend a parent
meeting. This includes students who did not attend PSR
last year. Information presented includes an overview of the
Religion curriculum, service activities, Spiritual Olympics,
procedures and policies for drop-off and pick-up, parent
involvement and the upcoming calendar of the year. If you
have not yet attended one of the August PSR Orientation
Meetings, we are offering a final one on :

Thursday, Sept. 9  1--2 p.m. in the Church

If you are unable to attend, please contact Terri Telepak in
the Parish Office for the information.

PARENTS OF RETURNING PSR STUDENTS are asked
to attend a Teacher Conference with your child on the first
day of PSR: September 13" Bring your child anytime
during their regular session time (4:15-5:30 p.m. or 6:30-
7:45 p.m.) to meet their teacher, pick up their Religion book
and sign the Code of Conduct.

Religion Teachers Needed! Is God calling you to share
your Catholic faith with the children of our parish? Many
parishioners tell us they had been “thinking about teaching a
long time prior to volunteering”. We have a wonderful
faculty, a great curriculum that is grounded in Catholic
Identity, the saints, Catholic Social Teaching, prayer and fun
gatherings for the children that helps them to celebrate their
faith! PSR classes are held on Mondays from September
through May. Training and support are provided.

Seven volunteers are needed to teach PSR classes on

Mondays, September 13 through May 23rd:

4:15-5:30 p.m. Session: Grade 3, 4 (two teachers), 5,
6 and 7

6:30-7:45 p.m. Session: Grade 8

For more information, please contact Terri Telepak in the
Parish Office. Consider sharing this ministry as a married
couple, or team teaching with another person.



SOCIAL CONCERNS

Families and friends and other groups are needed to help
SERVE A MEAL at ST. AUGUSTINE’S on September
12. Volunteers are needed as hunger is always with us.
Please call Fred Bangeman (440)933-6686.

The 9TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING will be
eld on September 11th at Sweetbriar's Legacy
Golf Course. The Outing will include a Nine-
Hole Scramble Format with a 3:00 PM Shot
Gun Start. A Buffet Dinner and Entertainment
will follow. Please find sign up sheets in the
on the School Website. Proceeds will benefit the Saint
Raphael Athletic Association. Any questions, email Jim
and Karen Doyle: jdoyle2114@aol.com.

GOLF
OUTING

Evening Bible Study has returned! Beginning Monday,
September 20 we will once again begin meeting in the
evenings, on the third floor of the Raphael Center, and we
will begin our scriptural journey with the Book of
Psalms. We will meet from 7:30-9:00. Bring a Bible and
bring a friend. No previous Bible Study experience
necessary. (Our regular Thursday morning Bible Study
will continue this Fall as well.) Please call Bill Toler in
the Parish Office (871-1100) with any questions.

Ever wondered about the Communion Antiphons chanted
during the liturgy? Ever want to learn more about chant
and actually learn how to chant? Here's your Chant
Chance... the brand new Saint Raphael Schola
Cantorum is beginning this Fall. Come and learn about
chant on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30 in the Choir
Loft. First meeting of the Schola will be Thursday,
September 16. Call Bill Toler at the Parish Office (871-
1100) with any questions. No previous chant experience
necessary.

2nd annual Casino Night
Friday, November 12, 2010
6:30- midnight

Mark your calendars for a fun filled evening with
parishioners and community friends that will include
blackjack & poker, the wonderful live music of “Motor
City Gold” and a fabulous Chinese raffle and live auction!
Tickets are $60.00 per person now through September
30th and $75.00 per person beginning October 1st.
Tickets are on sale after 4:30 PM mass this Saturday and
7:30 AM and 9:30 AM mass this Sunday. Tickets are also
available in the parish office or by sending a e-mail to

melissa.coughlin@oh.rr.com. Get your tickets
early. This event sold out in 3 weeks last
year!!! Please consider also supporting the event with a
donation of an item for the raffle and auction that will be
held that evening. Please contact Jenni Aerni at 440-835-
3913. Other questions regarding the event: contact Tom or
Kerry Lawrence at kerrylaw122@yahoo.com

ATHLETICS

CYO BASKETBALL SIGN-UPS:

]

BOYS & GIRLS GRADES 4-8

AFTER SATURDAY 4:30 MASS &
SUNDAY 9:30 & 11:00 MASS:
OCTOBER 2 AND 3 in the LUNCH ROOM

COST IS $105 PER PLAYER.

REGISTRATION AND MEDICAL FORMS CAN
ALSO BE DOWNLOADED FROM OUR PARISH
WEBSITE

(WWW.SAINTRAPHAELPARISH.COM)
Questions:

BOYS - BOB WILHELM: 899-1892
GIRLS - DAVE PRESLEY 216-870-9244

FOOTBALL SCORES
AUGUST 28-29

ol _..NJ_V"I' 5th grade
' Ej@ St. Raphael 8 St. Michael 8
LS 6th grade
“_> @  St.Raphael 13 LCAO
7th/8th grade
St. Raphael 27 LCA 6

¢ “DEFENDING THE FAITH”

= _ The Snippets of the Faith planning team is
£ excited to offer another year of 90-minute
() programs focused on various teachings of
the Catholic Church. This year our theme is
“Defending the Faith.” We will present
four sessions dealing with questions
Catholics may receive from non-Catholics
as well as from those who have fallen-away
from the Church. Our first session is Wednesday,
September 22, from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in the library. This
session will address the Catholic Church itself and where
it receives its authority. We’ll answer questions like: Are
only Catholics “saved”? What does it mean to be “saved”?
If someone is baptized in a Protestant church, is it valid in
the Catholic Church? How is the Catholic Church the
same as and different from other religions? We’ll also
discuss what it means to “defend the faith” and why it’s
not about winning the argument. We hope you’ll join us.
We promise to make it fun as well as educational. Have
questions? Call Andy Kereky in the parish office (871-
1100).




For information on the High School Youth Ministry
Program or the Confirmation Program contact
Amy Lashutka at
440-871-1100, ext. 109 or
alashutka@saintraphaelparish.com

The FIRST HSYM Sunday Evening Gathering of
2010-2011 will be held NEXT SUNDAY!!
All high school teens are invited to attend our opening
HSYM gathering which will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12" from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Upper Room
(upstairs of Parish Office). No need to RSVP, just
come! No need to register, JUST COME! Bring a
friend to learn all about what the HSYM Program is all
about. Look for more information in our HSYM
Newsletter Wings which will be mailed to homes soon
and for more details in future bulletins!

HSYM EMAIL LIST

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: Would
you like to receive email updates about the RETREATS,
GATHERINGS, SERVICE PROJECTS, TRIPS, CON-
FERENCES AND SOCIAL EVENTS sponsored by the
High School Youth Ministry Program? All you need to
do is send an email to Amy at the above address and ask
to be added to the HSYM Contact List. It is a quick
way to find out about all that we do!

Information and registration forms for upcoming North
Coast Spirit TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) Retreats
are available at www.northcoasttec.com. TEC retreats
(which are held at St. Leonard Retreat Center in Avon)
are open to high school juniors, seniors, young adults
and adults of any age. TEC is a three day Catholic ex-
perience of Christian living, specifically designed for
those who are searching for deeper meaning, purpose
and hope in life and who want a true relationship with
God and a community of believers. The next retreat
will take place October 22"9-24™, 2010. These retreats
fill up quickly so anyone interested in attending is
strongly encouraged to send in an application as soon as
possible!  Future TEC Retreat Dates: January 7"-9™,
2011, April 29" May 1%, 2011, and July 15"-17",
2011. Please contact Amy Lashutka at the Parish Office
with any questions! The HSYM Program will help
cover some or all of the retreat fee for any teen inter-
ested in going on a TEC retreat.

VYOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEENS:
Littlest Angels Babysitting: We are in need of teen vol-
unteers to assist with babysitting in the Littlest Angels
Room (Zwilling Room) on Sunday mornings. Students
may help during the 9:30 or 11:00 Masses and do not
need to sign up ahead of time — just show up 15 minutes
before the Mass begins.

Confirmation 2011 Update

REMINDER: The Confirmation Enrollment Evening for
2011 Confirmation candidates will take place on Wednes-
day, September 15™ from 7-8:30 pm in the Church. Par-
ents and sponsors of candidates are invited to attend for
the last half hour of the evening (8-8:30 pm) for a prayer
service to officially begin our year of preparation. The
Confirmation registration form, Confirmation work-
sheet, name essay, and sponsor essay should be turned
in that evening in the brown envelope that was given
to you with your red Confirmation folder. The Confir-
mation Fee may also be included in your envelope. If you
have not picked up your red Confirmation folder yet,
please do so IMMEDIATELY! (Folders available at the
Parish Office). Contact Amy at the Parish Office with any
questions or concerns. If you are an adult interested in
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, please con-
tact Fr. Steve Breck at the Parish Office.

If you’re looking for
a sign from Jesus,
well, here it is.

r‘ v’c/
‘Ejg Explore your faith with friends
= Call Andy, Terri or Larry at 871-1100

Alpha

PRAYER FOR THE NATION

Imighty God, You have given us this good land for

our heritage. We humbly ask You that we may
always prove ourselves a people mindful of Your favor
and glad to do Your will. Bless our land with honorable
endeavor, sound learning and pure manners. Save us
from violence, discord and confusion, from pride and ar-
rogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties
and fashion into one united people the multitude brought
here out of many nations and tongues. Endow with the
Spirit of wisdom those to whom in Your name we entrust
the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that through obedience to Your law
we may show forth Your praise among the nations on
earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankful-
ness, and in the day of trouble do no allow our trust in
You to fail. Amen. -Thomas Jefferson

SGplemller
I III -We Remember-
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Monday, September 6
9:30am

Tuesday, September 7
10:00-11:30am
3:20-5:00pm
4:30-9:30pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

MASS (C)
OFFICE CLOSED
GYM CLOSED

Legion of Mary (HM)

Girl Scouts (RC D.R.)

Athletics (LRm)

Evening Prayer (C)

Archangels Mtg. (PO Conference Room)
Jr. High Open House (S, PAC)

RCIA Team Mtg. (RC L.R.)

Women cancer Support Group (RC Chapel)

Wednesday, September 8

3:20-5:00pm
4:30-9:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Thursday, September 9
1:00-3:00pm
1:00-2:00pm
3:20-5:00pm
4:30-9:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
7:30-9:00pm

Friday, September 10
10:00am-
Fri-4:00pm Sat.
3:20-5:00pm
4:30-9:30pm

Saturday, September 11
9:00am-3:00pm
9:15am-4:00pm
10:00am
2:00pm

Sunday, September 12
9:30am
2:00pm
2:30-6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:45pm

Girl Scouts (RC D.R.)

Athletics (LRm)

Confirmation Team Mtg. (PO Upper Room)
Intermediate Open House (S, PAC)

Boy Scouts Bay Way Cabin

Epic-Fr. Steve (PO Upper Room)
PSR Parent Orientation Mtg. (C)
Girl Scouts (RC D.R.)

Athletics (LRm)

Primary Open House (S, PAC)
Chancel Choir (C)

Liturgy of Hours Training #1 (SER)

MARKET DAY ORDERS DUE
Eucharistic Adoration (RC Chapel)

Girl Scouts (RC D.R.)
Athletics (LRm, PAC)

C-Church

S-School

LIB- Library (located in
school)

LRm- Lunchroom (formerly
G-Gym, CAF-Cafeteria)
LRm-K-Kitchen (off Lunch
Room)

PAC-Parish Activity Center
PAC-K-Parish Activity Cen-
ter-Kitchen

PO-Parish Office
RC-Raphael Center

RC D.R. Raphael Center Din-
ing Room

RC L.R. Raphael Center Liv-
ing Room

RC Y.R.-Youth Room (in RC)
*HM-Humility of Mary Room
*GAB-Gabriel Room
*SER-Seraphim Room
*CHER- Cherubim Room
*MICH-St. Michael Room

* Rooms located upstairs in
Raphael Center)

ZR-Zwilling Room

H & S GOLF OUTING SWEETBRIAR GOLF COURSE

Volleyball (PAC)
Athletics (LRm)
Preschool Religion Parent Mtg. (LIB)
Preschool Religion Parent Mtg. (LIB)

CASINO NIGHT TICKET SALES AFTER MASSES (ZR HALLWAY)
CASINO NIGHT TICKET SALES AFTER MASSES (ZR HALLWAY)

Babysitting (ZR)
Baptisms (C)

Athletics (LRm, PAC)
Men’s Basketball (LRm)
HSYM (PO Upper Room)
Drama Club (PAC)




ST. RAPHAEL SCHOOL NEWS!

TAKE NOTE: ALL PARISHIONERS
ST. RAPHAEL SCHOOL
ANNUAL MAGAZINE DRIVE FUNDRAISER!

SAVE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS!

KICKOFF DATE : WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 8 —- SEPTEMBER 24!
PRIZES! CONTESTS!

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL!

VIRTUS Training for the Protection of Children and Youth & Fingerprinting Information
If you are an adult who plans to coach, teach or volunteer with children at least four hours in the course of a month at our
parish, you need to attend VIRTUS training (if you have not already been trained). Upcoming trainings in our area:

- St. Christopher, Rocky River, Sept. 16 or Sept. 29 from 7-9:45 p.m. or Sept. 21 from 9-11:45 a.m.

Registration for all VIRTUS trainings must be done on-line through the VIRTUS website. You can check for the
list of all trainings throughout the Cleveland diocese by going to www.VIRTUS.org

On the left side of the VIRTUS home page, click on REGISTRATION. Then, on VIEW A LIST OF SESSIONS. It
will say: SELECT YOUR ORGANIZATION. Find DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND on the drop-down menu. A list of all
training sessions will appear.

Background Checks: The Attorney General’s Office requires the transmission of electronic fingerprints rather than
ink. This is done through a WebCheck computer program. To make an appointment to get fingerprinted for a back-
ground check, contact St. Richard Parish, 26855 Lorain Road (next to Great Northern Shopping Center) at 440-777-
5050. Background checks offered Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Please call ahead for an appointment
and bring a valid photo ID. Cost: $25 for the BCII. You do not need an additional FBI background check unless you
have moved into Ohio from out of state in the past five years.

Enjoy a wonderful Autumn adventure with Fr. Tim and your friends from St. Raphael Parish as
we visit the rural beauty of Ohio’s Heartland in AMISH COUNTRY on Monday, October 25.
OCTObe V See insert in today’s bulletin for more information.

RESPECT LIFE

The Saint Ignatius High School Circus Company and committed respect-life supporters will join hands to honor the
Blessed Virgin Mary on the Feast of her Nativity. The St. Clement Respect Life Committee invites families of all sizes
and ages to the fifteenth annual birthday celebration in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This will be an evening of
prayer, refreshments and entertainment for all ages. Join them on Wednesday, September 8, at St. Clement Church,
14401 Madison Ave., in Lakewood, Ohio. The event is free and all are welcome. Go to
www.clevelandcatholiccharities.org/prolife for more details or call (216)226-6663.

4th Annual Prayers From Maria 5K Run / 1 Mile Walk

Saturday, September 18, 2010 at 8:30am

Race to begin at Hyland Software in Westlake. To register, go to www.PrayersFromMaria.org

The Prayers From Maria Foundation is dedicated to funding global research into the causes, prevention, treatments &
cure for childhood brain tumors known as gliomas. This is a family friendly event including a kid's activity tent, a DJ,
food and a visit from Moon Dog from the Cleveland Cavaliers! Please come and help us fund a cure for gliomas!

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR YOUR MARRIAGE TODAY?

Do you want to be happier in your marriage? Read 10 Lessons to Transform Your Marriage by Dr. John & Julie Gott-
man-leading marriage researchers. Readers meet ten couples, hear their marriage complaints and learn how they are able
to manage or resolve them. More book reviews and tips are available to enrich your marriage at
www.foryourmarriage.org.



FIRST READING: Wisdom 9:13—18b

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
Psalm 90:3—4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17
IN ORDINARY TIME SECOND READING: Philemon 910, 12-17

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33

Wisdom

Today’s readings urge us to look at things in a new way, in a holistic way. They encour-
age us to trust not in our understanding, but in God’s, all the while recognizing that we
can never understand it.

1= Comment

The reading from Wisdom contrasts human wisdom with divine. It points out that human wisdom is narrowed and focused
by limitations, but that God’s wisdom knows no limits. It cannot be broken down, taken apart, minutely examined.
Without this latter wisdom, we cannot even begin to grasp the things of earth, much less launch an investigation into the
mind of God. The reading reminds us that, when it comes to understanding, even the wisest person barely scrapes the
surfaces of things. It tells us, in effect, that the order of things as we know it is not as we think. In fact, the passage asserts
that true wisdom means knowing that we don’t know!

The second reading finds Paul sending back a runaway slave, Onesimus by name, to his owner, Philemon. In his letter,
Paul does not ask Philemon to release Onesimus, nor does he demand that Philemon not punish him. Instead, Paul asks
Philemon to see that because Onesimus is now a Christian, a new social order exists. He who was once a possession is
now an equal. There is no master here, no slave. Rather, both men are united to one another in Christ. This provocative
little letter may sound somewhat pious to us, but it sounded outrageous to Philemon. Paul praises Philemon for his clear
understanding of the social order—which included slavery—and for his good treatment of Onesimus, his slave. Then Paul
goes on to drop his bombshell. He tells Philemon that Onesimus is now a Christian and should be treated as such—as a
brother, an equal. What was Philemon to think? What was he to do? Clearly, Paul called Philemon to think and to act in a
revolutionary way, to do more than just acquiesce to the values and mores of the existing social system, but to create a
new order “in Christ,” where there was no “slave or free.”

The short parables that make up today’s Gospel speak to what it takes to be a follower of Christ. They challenge
Christians to think and plan ahead, and at the very least to be prudent or circumspect in our dealings. “Be prepared” is the
first message of what it takes to follow. The second message is “Be prepared to give all” to follow. In other words, only
the person who recognizes what it takes to be a follower has what it takes to follow. The Christian must be prepared to
give over all that he or she values for the sake of following Jesus. That’s what it takes.

If we are to follow Jesus, we must do some serious planning, we must calculate the cost. And then, once all our planning
is complete, we have to be willing to accept the fact that our plans are never enough, and that the cost is way beyond
calculation. What then? Jesus challenges us to go against our own “best thinking,” to trust that our “best” is nowhere near
God’s “best,” and to enter into the risky business of becoming his followers—no matter that conventional wisdom calls us
fools.

1= Reflection

Before entering into a relationship with another, most of us want to know what’s what. We generally take time to analyze
all the ins and outs of a business deal before signing any contract. We usually investigate the rules and regulations of a
club or organization before joining. For the most part, we also try to evaluate those who propose to be our leaders before
electing or appointing them and undertaking to follow them.

Jesus lays out what we are to expect from a relationship from him, and he explains what he looks for from us. Even so,
there’s more there than meets the eye. Even after we pay as close attention as we can to what being a follower means,
there’s always more. Jesus warns us about this, then asks us to trust that God’s concern for us is broader than our
understanding of that concern. Conventional wisdom, “smart business” practices, may deem entering such a relationship
as mighty risky business. Jesus makes it clear that it is. At the same time, Jesus also assures us that it is the only business worth a
lifetime investment.
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