
 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 

Pentecost 
 

 

“I have a glove here in my hand. The glove cannot do 

anything by itself, but when my hand is in it, it can do 

many things. True, it is not the glove, but my hand in the 

glove that acts. We are gloves. It is the Holy Spirit in us 

which is the hand, who does the job. We have to make 

room for the hand so that every finger is filled.  

The question on Pentecost is not whether God is blessing 

our own plans and programs, but whether we are open to 

the great opportunities to which his Spirit calls us. 

Once the Lord said to a faithful evangelist, ‘You have 

been working for me with the utmost sincerity, for seven 

years. All that time I have been waiting for the moment 

that I could start to work through you.’” 

Corrie ten Boom 
[Cornelia "Corrie" ten Boom was a Dutch Christian 

who, along with her father and other family 

members, helped many Jews escape the Nazi 

Holocaust during World War II and was 

imprisoned for it.] 

 

Everything’s Different...Yet Nothing Has Changed 

Ready...Set...Go! Mass in the Parish Activity Center 

(PAC) for 14 months! Everything will be different! Not 

the same feel of the church; no kneelers, but an altar, 

presider, servers, tabernacle on the stage...etc., etc., etc. 

Can I handle this? Should I go somewhere else for these 

months? Will I “enjoy” it in the gym-like place? Etc., 

etc., etc. 

Permit me to offer some thoughts for you to consider: 

It’s not about you (or me)! Put another way: It’s not 

about what I get out of the Mass. (Know anyone who has 

left the Catholic Church because they “don’t get anything 

out of it”?) While we are fed spiritually with the Word 

and are blessed and privileged to receive the Real 

Presence of Jesus’ “body, blood, soul and divinity” in the 

Eucharist, the Mass is also about giving back. Our loving 

God has given us so much individually and as a 

community. We can never adequately give back in-kind. 

Never! So, each week, we come together as a community 

to collectively and individually offer “praise and 

thanksgiving” for all that God has given to us. 

Do we believe that? If so, then it won’t matter where we 

celebrate Mass; how imperfect the sound may be; or how 

the environment may remind us more of a gym than a 

church. It won’t matter because it IS Church. Church is 

not the building, it’s the people coming together to offer 

“praise and thanksgiving” for God’s many gifts.  

Yes, the worship space is different (temporarily), but still 

the same Mass. After all, we are one, holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church! 

 

Book Racks 

They are now located in the Gathering Space. I’ve added 

many, many new books for your Summer reading. Stop 

by and check it out. 
 

 

 

 

All the baptized form a priestly people, that is, they have to 

offer God the spiritual sacrifice of their whole life, animated 

with a loving faith, uniting it with Christ’s unique Sacri-

fice.” 

—Saint Pope John Paul II 
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And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Ad-

vocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the 

world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. 

—John 14:16-17 

 

“Laypersons do not belong to the Church, nor do they have 

a role in the Church. Rather, through baptism, they are 

Church.” 

—Leonard Doohan 
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Genuflecting and Bowing 

Sometimes we bow and sometimes we genuflect. What 

should we do and when should we do it?  

According to the General Instruction of the Roman 

Missal, paragraph 49, “When they have arrived at the 

sanctuary, the Priest, the Deacon, and the ministers 

reverence the altar with a profound bow.” Paragraph 90

(d) addresses the end of Mass with “...the kissing of the 

altar by the Priest and the Deacon, followed by a 

profound bow to the altar by the Priest, the Deacon, and 

the other ministers.” 

They also genuflect to the Tabernacle. Let’s think of it 

this way: At every Mass, the focal point is the altar. 

Before and after, our focus is on our Lord present in the 

Tabernacle. So, at the beginning of Mass, the Procession 

genuflects to the Tabernacle as the sign of reverence and 

respect to our Lord’s presence followed by the bow of 

reverence to the altar where the Eucharistic Banquet will 

take place. Throughout Mass the focus remains on the 

altar. Each time anyone passes in front or behind the 

altar, a bow should be offered. The only exception is 

when the Priest genuflects during the Consecration. 

At the end of Mass after the Priest, Deacon, and Servers 

bow to the altar, the focus returns to the Tabernacle as 

they turn and genuflect. 

What about us? As we enter the church before the start of 

the Mass, our attention is on the Tabernacle when we 

genuflect either as we pass in front or enter our pew. 

When Mass is over and we begin to leave, we again 

genuflect to the Tabernacle.  

 

 
Kneeling (or Not) 

There are no kneelers in the Parish Activity Center. 

Therefore, we all will stand during the Eucharistic 

Prayer. Should we kneel anyway? The General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal, paragraph 43 states that 

we “should kneel after the singing or recitation of the 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) until after the Amen of the 

Eucharistic Prayer, except when prevented on occasion 

by ill health, or for reasons of lack of space, of the large 

number of people present, or for another reasonable 

cause. However, those who do not kneel ought to make 

a profound bow when the Priest genuflects after the 

Consecration.” 

Paragraph 43 reminds us that “A common bodily 

posture...is a sign of unity of the  Christian 

community…”  

As a reflection of our unity, we all are invited to stand 

during the Eucharistic Prayer and to bow when the 

priest genuflects after the Consecration. 
 ’ 


