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Confirmation will occur at St. Raphael on 
Tuesday, May 10, at 7 p.m. in the church. One 

hundred sixty of our young people have been 
preparing for this sacrament and will receive full 
initiation into the Church on that evening. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church makes it clear 
what an important sacrament this is: “Baptism, 
the Eucharist, and the sacrament of Confirmation 
together constitute the ‘sacraments of Christian 
initiation,’ whose unity must be safeguarded. It 
must be explained to the faithful that the reception 
of the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for 
the completion of baptismal grace. For ‘by the 
sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are 
more perfectly bound to the Church” (1285).

Since this past November, Fr. Ryan Cubera has 
headed up the training and preparation of our 
young people for this sacrament. 

“It has been a privilege for me to be involved 
and to witness the transformation of these young 
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“I have come to know them and to love them. It has been so good for me to be able to 
share with them my own relationship to the Lord. Knowing that they are coming into full 

communion with the Church and within our St. Raphael Parish is a great feeling. My 
personal hope for each of those being confirmed is that they will understand and accept the 

responsibility for their faith. That means more than just practicing one’s faith. It also means 
being involved in St. Raphael Parish and in the life of the parish.” – Fr. Ryan Cubera

continued on page 7
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Everyone loves springtime. The weather is warmer 
and beautiful flowers are blooming all around us.
But anyone with a beautiful garden will attest that the 

flowers do not magically appear as if the season change 
itself miraculously makes the flowers bloom. Beautiful 
flowers and lush gardens are the result of the gardener’s 
hard work.

Imagine that a man is given some flower seeds. The 
man then buries the seeds in the ground and leaves them 
on their own. As the months pass and rain falls, some 
seeds may receive enough nourishment to bloom. But 
simply burying seeds in the ground will hardly make 
for a gorgeous garden. Rather, if the man truly wants 
to enjoy many beautiful flowers, there is much care and 
work ahead. Recognizing the hidden beauty within 
these simple seeds, he must cultivate the ground, plant 
the seeds in a solid foundation, then water and fertilize 
them throughout the year. Only then will he see the 
proper fruit these seeds were made to bear.

This simple illustration speaks to the heart of us this 
season — not only as we look around at the flowers, but 
more importantly as we reflect on the springtime of the 
Church. We are celebrating the great feast of Easter when, 
through His death and resurrection, Christ offers us the 
greatest gift of all — eternal life with Him forever. This 
celebration leads us to reflect on the many gifts God has 

given us in this life and the fruit they will bear, especially 
as we look to life eternal. 

He has given each of us a multitude of gifts so that 
we can better serve Him and bring others to Him. Do we 
notice the hidden potential of our gifts? Do we see them, 
like the seed, as seemingly small yet so full of fruit? 
Everything we have — our time, talents and treasure — 
is a gift from the Lord. Do we accept gifts in gratitude, 
then put them to use by cultivating and nourishing them 
so they will bear the proper fruit? 

Just like springtime flowers that we enjoy, our time, 
talents and treasure need to be cared for. Our gifts need 
to be cultivated and nourished. Only then will we see 
them for what they are — wonderful gifts given by God 
meant for His greater glory. 

Like the seeds, if we use our gifts flippantly, we may 
see some fruits here and there. But we are called to so much 
more — we are called to build a beautiful garden. We are 
called to offer God the most beautiful flowers of all.

This season, as we look at all the beautiful flowers 
around us and enjoy God’s creation, let us think about 
the seeds in our own lives. Ask yourself if you have 
accepted the gifts God has given you — your time, 
talents and treasure — and have cultivated and cared for 
them properly. Or, do they just sit dormant within you 
yearning to bloom?
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All Things and All People Are Made New
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

We associate the Easter 
season with springtime 

— a time of new life and 
new beginnings — and Holy 
Scripture addresses this idea of 
newness many times. In one of 
our readings during April, God 
declares, “Behold, I make all 
things new.”

This idea of being “new” is 
important to us as Catholics, and 
it is important to our St. Raphael 
Parish. We need to strive to do 
this on a regular basis — even on 
a daily basis. Think of the fact that 
all was once new. Regardless of 
how you view the development 
of this earth and those of us who 
occupy it, all was once new.

During this ongoing Easter season, we need to 
retain that idea of being “new.” And being “new” 
means conversion, and we have often pointed out 
that conversion is at the heart of a life of stewardship.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church (§654) puts 
it, “The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by his death, 
Christ liberates us from sin; by his Resurrection, he 
opens for us the way to a new life.”  

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is the source 
of our new life — our own future resurrection. St. 
Paul wrote about it to the Romans in the following 
words (Rom 6:5): “For if we have grown into union 
with him through a death like His, we shall also be 
united with Him in the resurrection.” 

Hope for a new life beginning now and extending 
into heaven is the result of Jesus’ Resurrection. What 
greater grounds for thanksgiving can there be than 
this Easter hope? We should sing with joy about 
God’s promise to us: “Behold, I make all things new!” 
(Rev 21:5).

St. Paul also wrote (Col 3:1-2): “If then you were 
raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is 
above, not of what is on earth.”  Jesus’ Resurrection 

and His promise of a new life for 
us means that we need to live in 
conformity with our status as 
adopted children of God.

How do we show our joy 
and our gratitude to God for this 
amazing gift He has given us? 
We join in worship, and praise 
God by word and song. We share 
the Good News of Jesus’ victory 
over death with our family, 
friends and neighbors. And we 
offer back to the Lord a portion 
of the time, talent and treasure 
He has entrusted to us.

Yes, the Easter message 
that we share in the benefits of 
Christ’s Resurrection indeed 
makes all things new — the 

ultimate foundation for all Christian stewardship.
The Lord is risen…Alleluia! Alleluia!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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In their pastoral letter Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response the United 

States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops declares, “The Christian 
vocation is essentially a call to be a 
disciple of Jesus. Stewardship is part 
of that… Even more to the point, 
however, Christians are called to 
be good stewards of the personal 
vocations they receive. Each of must 
discern, accept, and live out joyfully 
and generously the commitments, 
responsibilities, and roles to which 
God calls him or her.”

Our St. Raphael community of 
faith is blessed with some wonderful 
stewards, and in particular 
parishioners who provide us with 
a model of stewardship. Included 
in that group are Mark and Theresa 
Gamble. 

Mark is the current Chair of the 
parish Pastoral Council. He and 
Theresa joined St. Raphael seven 
years ago, and they did it with 
reason. 

“From the moment we first came, 
we knew that St. Raphael was a 
special and fantastic parish,” Theresa 
says. “We found so much care and 
compassion among the people of 
St. Raphael and its leadership. Our 
previous experience in the Church 
had really been going to Mass on 
Sunday, sort of an anonymous and 
withdrawn act. Not that it was not 
important, it was. But coming here 
we knew that more was wanted and 
expected.”

“The one thing that stands out 
to me at St. Raphael is that we feel 
like we are part of a family, a faith 
family,” Mark adds. “We feel more a 
part of the Church and closer to God 
as a result.” 

Within a year of becoming 
members at St. Raphael, Mark and 
Theresa felt like they wanted to be 
involved. Because of work schedules, 
it was easier for Mark to become 
more engaged. He became a member 
of the Pastoral Council six years ago 
and is now completing his term as 
the Chair – he has another year and a 
half to serve. 

We are gifted with a Pastoral 
Council – also called a Parish 
Council – here at St. Raphael which 
meets with Fr. Tim on a regular basis 
to discuss the parish and its ongoing 
development and plans. 

“Rey Rivera, the vice chair, and 

I meet with Father Tim six times a 
year in preparation for our Parish 
Council meetings,” Mark says. “As 
I see it, our council is the eyes and 
ears for Father. We usually serve 
two-year terms, and it becomes a 
rotating basis so that six new people 
come on every year, as there are 12 
people on the council. There are also 
parish staff who serve on the council 
in an ex-officio capacity. We bring a 
parishioner’s perspective to these 
meetings, which is important for Fr. 
Tim to hear.”

Theresa and Mark have great 
appreciation for what it means 
to be stewardship people and 

“We Feel Like We Are Part of a Family, a Faith Family”
Mark and Theresa Gamble

Mark and Theresa Gamble
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“We Feel Like We Are Part of a Family, a Faith Family”
Mark and Theresa Gamble

what it means for a parish to be a 
stewardship parish. 

“Theresa and I try to set an 
example for what it means to be a 
good steward – to be a part of our 
parish community and to be an 
active part of the parish,” Mark says.

“In our own small way, we want 
to give back to the Lord and to the 
Church for the many blessings we 
have received both as individuals 
and as a couple,” Theresa adds.

While Theresa’s job limits the 
time she has available to serve, she 
and Mark still seek ways they can be 
involved. 

“I was thrilled when Mark 
decided to become involved with 
the Parish Council, but I felt that 
there were still things we needed 
to do together to serve the parish,” 
Theresa says. “Fridays are my day 
off, so a few years ago we became 
involved with the Lenten fish fries, 

which occur on Friday. This has been 
a great way that Mark and I could 
work together to serve others.”

If each person gave of himself or 
herself in some way to St. Raphael, 
our parish would and could be even 
better than it is. Theresa and Mark 
provide us models of how each of us 
can do that, both as individuals and 
as families. We thank them for being 
the good stewards they are.

Mark and Theresa Gamble with Mark’s family

If you are interested in learning more about the Parish Council, please contact 
Mark Gamble at 440-522-3212 or Gamble.Mark@gmail.com. 

“I was thrilled when 
Mark decided to become 
involved with the Parish 
Council, but I felt that 
there were still things we 
needed to do together to 
serve the parish. Fridays 
are my day off, so a few 
years ago we became 
involved with the Lenten 
fish fries, which occur on 
Friday. This has been a 
great way that Mark and 
I could work together to 
serve others.” 
– Theresa Gamble
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Offering Our Love and Adoration to Jesus
Eucharistic Adoration is the adoration of Jesus Christ 

present in the Holy Eucharist. Churches that have this 
adoration display the Eucharist in a special holder called a 
monstrance, and people come to pray and worship Jesus.

Christ’s great love for us was shown when He was 
crucified on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and give 
us eternal life. He loves us without limit, and offers Himself 
to us in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. Can we not 
give Jesus a few minutes of love and adoration in return?

What is the importance of Eucharistic Adoration?
Eucharistic Adoration is the respect and worship 

we give to Jesus, who is truly present to us under 
the appearance of bread and wine. The Eucharist is a 
priceless treasure; by not only celebrating it but also 
by praying before it outside of Mass, we are enabled 
to make contact with the very wellspring of grace.

What are the fruits of Eucharistic Adoration?
People who observe Eucharistic Adoration 

experience a deeper devotion to Jesus, and this 
manifests itself in countless ways. The primary 
fruits are repentance and conversion, which lead to 
increased charity — that is, the love of Christ alive 
in His people. The adoration of Jesus in the Eucharist 
also leads to greater reverence at Mass, a deeper 
desire for personal holiness, and a stronger sense of 
union with the parish and the whole Church. Ever 
since the early centuries of Christianity, the Church 
has linked Eucharistic

Devotion to service to the poor. The practice has, 
more recently, led to an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and religious life.

What is proper etiquette during Eucharistic Adoration?
When we are not taking part in vocal prayers and 

hymns with other adorers, we should be praying 
silently. Whenever we pass before the place where 
the Sacred Host is reserved, we should genuflect. We 
should observe the modest dress and decorum that 
are appropriate to very solemn occasions. We should 
avoid any actions that might disturb or distract 
others, or otherwise draw attention to ourselves 
rather than Jesus.

How should we pray during Eucharistic Adoration?
There are many ways to pray. We may meditate 

in silence by gazing on the Sacred Host. We may 
silently speak to Jesus from our mind and heart. We 
may also rely on devotions and prayers from Catholic 
tradition, such as the reading of Scripture, recitation 
of the Rosary, or the litanies. When two or more are 
gathered before the Sacrament, they may pray or sing 
hymns together.

What is the best way to promote Eucharistic Adoration?
The best way to promote Eucharistic Adoration 

is by doing it! Make frequent visits to Jesus at the 
tabernacle. Invite your spouse, your children, 
your neighbors and co-workers to join you. As the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “Because 
Christ himself is present in the sacrament of the altar, 
he is to be honored with the worship of adoration. ‘To 
visit the Blessed Sacrament is … a proof of gratitude, 
an expression of love, and a duty of adoration toward 
Christ our Lord’” (1418).
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people,” he says. “We have met 
on Sunday evenings for a couple 
of hours and journeyed together. 
In late winter, we had an all-day 
retreat which was overwhelming 
for the confirmandees [those 
preparing for confirmation], as 
well as the rest of us working with 
them.”

We understand that growth is 
vital to human life. This involves 
growing physically, intellectually 
and spiritually. The Church 
believes that Confirmation is a 
significant feature of spiritual 
growth. Confirmation builds on 
what began at Baptism and was 
nourished by the Holy Eucharist. 
As indicated in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, it completes 
the process of initiation into 
the Catholic community, and it 
matures the soul for the work 
ahead. During Confirmation, 
the Holy Spirit comes upon the 
person, accompanied by God the 
Father and God the Son, just as He 
did at Pentecost.

Fr. Cubera feels that as a priest, 
he has experienced something 
special in being involved with the 
confirmandees. 

“I have come to know them 
and to love them,” Father says. 
“It has been so good for me to be 
able to share with them my own 
relationship to the Lord. Knowing 

that they are coming into full 
communion with the Church and 
within our St. Raphael Parish is a 
great feeling. My personal hope 
for each of those being confirmed 
is that they will understand and 
accept the responsibility for their 
faith. That means more than just 
practicing one’s faith. It also means 
being involved in St. Raphael 
Parish and in the life of the parish.”

Stewardship calls each of us 
to recognize our many gifts and 
to share those gifts with God, 
our Church and with others. 
Confirmation is not the end, nor the 

culmination of one’s faith journey – 
it is only the beginning. According 
to our U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, “In the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, the baptized person 
is ‘sealed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit,’ and is strengthened for 
service to the Body of Christ.” The 
key word there is “service.” We are 
all called to lives of service, and 
there are many opportunities here 
at St. Raphael to respond to that 
call. Each of us should seek ways 
to join our confirmandees as they 
strive to become disciples of the 
Lord.

If you would like more information on Confirmation or the Confirmation process, 
please contact the parish office or Fr. Cubera at 440-871-1100.
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C H U R C H

As I reflect on the legacy of our Catholic faith that has 
been entrusted to us, I am humbled by the blessings we 

have received from our parishioners, past and present. The 
foundation that has been laid has served us well, but building 
Christ’s kingdom here on earth is an ongoing pursuit. Looking 
ahead, I have to stop and ask: What will our legacy be? What is 
in store for the next generation?

As a parish, we are called to understand and practice 
responsible stewardship in our lives. We recently announced 
the creation of the St Raphael Legacy Society. With God’s grace 
and your generosity, our parish will be able to continue its 
mission and ministry for many years. In making a legacy gift 
through your will, trust or beneficiary designation, you share 
in our vision to continue to build upon the foundation that has 
been laid by parishioners past and present.  

I have designated the parish as the beneficiary of my life 
insurance policy and I invite you to join me as a founding 
member of the St Raphael Legacy Society. Let’s together express 
our gratitude and love for God and begin to build our legacy in 
support of our parish ministry for generations to come.

May God bless you for all you do to build His kingdom 
here on earth. 

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor

Building Our Legacy in Support of Our Parish Ministry for Generations to Come
A Note From Fr. Tim Gareau

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

My Dear Friends in Christ,

To learn more, please contact:
St Raphael Parish
Kris McGivney
440-871-1100

legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com


