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Have you ever considered where we as Catholics 
would be without the priesthood? There would 

be no Eucharist, nor forgiveness of sins through 
Confession, nor anointing of the sick. Without the 
priesthood, there would be no Confirmation, thus 
limiting the growth of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
There would be no popes or bishops to guide 
the Church. It is the priesthood that allows Jesus 
to continue His work in His Church, for when a 
priest administers any one of the sacraments, it is 
actually Christ Who is performing the action.

Or, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it, 
“The ordained ministry or ministerial priesthood 
is at the service of the baptismal priesthood. The 
ordained priesthood guarantees that it is really 
Christ who acts in the sacraments through the 
Holy Spirit for the Church” (1120).

Throughout the entire history of our parish, we 
at St. Raphael have been – and are – blessed with 
dedicated and holy priests. In addition, we have 
been also blessed by the presence of men who are on 
the journey to the priesthood, our seminarians. In 
residence this summer at St. Raphael is seminarian 
Peter Morris. He arrived in mid May and will be in 
residence here until mid August, at which time he 
returns to the seminary.

Peter will be entering his fifth year of theology 
at St. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of 
Theology in Wickliffe, western Lake County, 

this fall. Prior to the major seminary, he was at 
Borromeo Seminary – termed a preparatory or 
minor seminary. The road to the priesthood can 
be long and arduous. If it is the will of God and 
the Bishop calls him, Peter will be ordained as a 
transitional deacon this fall, on Oct. 22 – this is 
normally the final step before being ordained a 
priest.

The journey to the priesthood is not always 
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“I have found that St. Raphael Parish is a very welcoming and hospitable 
community. The people, the clergy and the staff here make this such a 

warm and caring place. I may cantor and be a Eucharistic Minister, or 
get involved with the youth groups, as I have experience and training 

in all those areas. This is all part of my discernment process, and 
discernment never ends.” – Peter Morris

direct. Peter, a native of St. Vincent dePaul Parish in 
Elyria, describes his discovery of his vocation.

“I was an altar server as a boy,” he says. “The 
priesthood was something I thought about a lot. 
However, once I got into high school, those thoughts 
diminished. In high school, I decided that I wanted 
to be a Robotics Engineer. I began college majoring 
in that, but God had a different plan for me, a very 
different plan. Once I began the engineering program 
of study, that interest seemed to wane and the 
priesthood returned to my thoughts.

“Through prayer and visits with my pastor, 
I began to reconsider a possible vocation,” Peter 
continues. “I attended a one-day retreat at the 
seminary. I have to be honest – before I went on that 
retreat, I more or less thought of all the reasons NOT 
to become a priest. I was prepared to rationalize 
using those reasons to reject that whole idea. One 
of the occurrences at the retreat was to pair up 
with an already-ordained person to just talk. I was 
matched with a permanent deacon [such as Deacons 
Larry Gregg, Mark Cunningham and Tom Senn]. I 
had my list of reasons not to continue all ready, but 
before I could even list them, he began to talk to 
me about vocations, and without ever hearing any 

of my reasoning, he carefully disarmed every one 
of my arguments. I came away from that exchange 
with no reason not to pursue a vocation, so I entered 
Borromeo Seminary that fall.”

This summer at St. Raphael, Peter has no particular 
duties. He is merely in residence, but he says that is 
very valuable. 

“I have tried to spend each summer in a different 
parish to gain a perspective of what it means to be a 
priest and to get an impression of how parishes and 
the people in them can be different and unique,” Peter 
says. “I have found that St. Raphael Parish is a very 
welcoming and hospitable community. The people, 
the clergy and the staff here make this such a warm 
and caring place. I may cantor and be a Eucharistic 
Minister, or get involved with the youth groups, as I 
have experience and training in all those areas. This is 
all part of my discernment process, and discernment 
never ends.”

As Pope Francis recently said, “The Church is, 
or should go back to being, a community of God’s 
people, and priests and pastors and bishops, who 
have care of souls, need to be at the service of the 
people of God.” It is young men like Peter Morris 
who will make that possible!
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Stewardship and Discipleship 
Begin With Love

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

In John 13:35, Jesus says, “By this 
everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” So many times, the 
Lord calls us to love one another. 
This was one of the Gospel 
readings back in April. On that 
particular Sunday, Pope Francis 
gathered with a large group of 
teenagers, and the whole theme of 
his homily was built around that 
message. It is a message that is 
equally appropriate for all of us, 
young and old.

Pope Francis is well aware of 
modern technology and modern 
communication, especially with 
how it is so prevalent among 
today’s youth. He also said in that 
April homily, “Happiness cannot 
be bought; it is not an app that 
you can download on your phones, nor will the latest 
update bring you freedom and grandeur in love.”

The pope explained that “Love is the Christian’s 
identity card, the only truly valid ‘document’ that 
identifies us as followers and disciples of Christ.” 
Nevertheless, we must work to constantly renew 
this card, because if it ever expires, we cease being 
witnesses of the faith. If we are really followers of 
Christ, then genuine love needs to shine forth in our 
lives. As Pope Francis said, “Before all else, love is 
beautiful, and it is the path to happiness.”

Who among us does not want to be happy? We 
all strive for that, and the Lord gives us a formula for 
achieving it. It may seem simple on the surface, but we 
all know how difficult it can be. Love – the kind of love 
to which we are called by Jesus – is work. Lots of work. 
It takes effort, renewal, conversion, and persistence.

During his homily, Pope Francis completely 
captured the essence of stewardship, and of love. He 
declared, “Look to the Lord, who is never outdone in 

generosity. We receive so many 
gifts from Him, and every day 
we should thank Him… Let me 
ask you something. Do you thank 
the Lord every day? Even if we 
forget to do so, He never forgets, 
each day, to give us some special 
gift. It is not something material 
and tangible that we can use, but 
something even greater, a lifelong 
gift. He offers us His faithful 
friendship, which He will never 
take back.” 

Gratitude is, of course, at the 
very basis of stewardship. It is this 
thankfulness that should inspire us 
whenever we run up against one 
of life’s many roadblocks – those 
things that make it hard for us to 
love as we should. If we rely on the 
Lord, we can accomplish this love. 

As the pope said in closing on that day in April, “Loving 
in this way, you will be recognized as disciples of Jesus. 
And your joy will be complete.”

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Growing Together Through the Family Connections Ministry
Following Christ may be a 

deeply rewarding, challenging 
and occasionally arduous task, but 
the awesome news is that none 
of us have to do it alone. Thanks 
to blooming ministries like our 
parish’s new Family Connections 
group, friendship is right there 
when we need it most.

“The mission of Family 
Connections is to unite our faith and 
our families together within the parish 
community,” says Katie Sivak, who 
serves on the Family Connections 
Ministry Planning Committee. “I think 
it is important that as you go along your 
journey with God, you are surrounded 
by loving people who support you.  
Therefore, a group of us got together 
and decided we wanted to help bridge 
the gaps among the parish, the school, 
and the PSR (Parish School of Religion) 
program.  We hope to provide a way for 
many talented people to bring amazing 
things to our parish!”  

The goal of the Family 
Connections ministry is to bring 
more family activity into the parish 
and engage parish families, young 
and old. They base their mission on 
the following Scripture verses from 
Romans 12:4-6: “For as one body we 
have many parts, and all the parts 
do not have the same function, so 
we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually parts of 
one another. Since we have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us exercise them.”   

The Family Connections ministry 
provides family-friendly and fun 
events on the second Saturday of each 
month. Some of the events are geared 

“We want to make it clear – this group 
is for everyone, of all ages. We want 

to reconnect with each other and come 
together to grow in our faith journey. 
We want Christ’s love to be flowing 

through St. Raphael’s and have people 
feel loved. Once people feel loved, they 
are more willing to open their hearts 

to Jesus and then the beautiful journey 
begins – together.” – Katie Sivak
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Growing Together Through the Family Connections Ministry

towards children, some towards 
families, and some towards adults. 
On July 9, the ministry held a party at 
the Bay Public Pool. In August, they 
plan to have a family picnic at Wolf 
Canopy at Cleveland Metro Park in 
Bay Village, and in September, an 
adult activity at a family bar. 

“We want everyone to look 
forward to the second Saturday of 
the month because they will know 

there is a parish event to go to,” Katie 
says. “Our hope is that when people 
walk into our church, they will feel 
at home with their parish family.”

Overall, the Family Connections 
ministry aims to give authentic 
fellowship to members of our 
parish family with the love and 
mercy of Christ.

“Family Connections is about 
two types of families - those we raise 

with our spouses at home, and that 
of our “parish family.”  The Family 
Connections group aims to unify 
our parish and bring more of both 
types of “family” activity into the 
parish - spanning from people with 
newborns who may not be engaged 
beyond Sunday Mass all the way up 
through retirees who would like to 
be more engaged but haven’t found 
the right ministry with which to do 
so.  “You don’t need to have a reason 
or an agenda to be involved with this 
group,” Katie says.  “You just need to 
have an open heart filled with love that 
you want to share.  That’s all it takes.” 

Ultimately, Family Connections 
is reaching out to every member of 
our parish family.

“We want to make it clear –  this 
group is for everyone, of all ages,” 
Katie says. “We want to reconnect 
with each other and come together 
to grow in our faith journey. We 
want Christ’s love to be flowing 
through St. Raphael and have 
people feel loved. Once people 
feel loved they are more willing 
to open their hearts to Jesus and 
then the beautiful journey begins – 
together. We want to give people the 
opportunity to invest in each other, 
to put fear aside, get uncomfortable 
and lean in to St Raphael to get 
connected as a family once again.”

If you are interested in helping with an event or being part of the Planning Committee, please 
contact Katie Sivak at 312-520-6664 or email familyconnections@saintraphaelparish.com. 
For further information, please visit www.facebook.com/groups/raphaelfamilyconnections/.
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Each day, we strive to live stewardship in our lives, recognizing our roles as “God’s co-workers” in 
His creative, redemptive and sanctifying work. But in our quest to live as disciples of Christ, many 

obstacles often arise.
One of the most prevalent roadblocks in living stewardship is understanding the traits that make 

up a good Christian steward. Surely, it would be much more convenient if we had some sort of 
“stewardship profiler” who could lay out the necessary steps to becoming a good steward, like on one 
of those television crime dramas. Unfortunately, it more often feels like living stewardship is a lifelong 
journey that we will never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, gives some insight into the characteristics that make up a good 
Christian steward. It may not have the powers of a stewardship “profiler” or “mentalist,” but it certainly 
gives us some tangible things to think about.

The Christian steward should display some of the following traits:

THE TRAITS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN STEWARD

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a lifelong journey with many ups and downs along the way. 
But if we strive to consciously incorporate each of these characteristics into our giving of time, talent 
and treasure, we will find that the profile of a good Christian steward will become much clearer with 
each experience of service.

1
Before the disciples could live what we 
know as the stewardship way of life, they 
needed a flash of insight, or a certain way 
of viewing the world and their relationship 
to it in a fresh light. This “divine grandeur,” 
more than anything else, is often what sets 
people on the path to Christian stewardship 
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 39). 2

Stewards are fully conscious of their accountability 
in sharing of their time, talent and treasure. As 
caretakers of the gifts that God has given them, 
they have the opportunity and responsibility to 
use them to their fullest potential to spread God’s 
Kingdom on Earth (40).

4
Christian stewards are often presented with diffi-
cult obstacles, but they should remain joyful in the 
face of challenges to their lives of stewardship. Like 
Paul, the good steward is able to say, “I am filled 
with encouragement, I am overflowing with joy all 
the more because of all our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). 
Only by serving with a joyful spirit will stewards 
fully reap the rewards of their service, both in this 
life and the next. 3

Christian stewards are generous out of 
love as well as duty. They should display 
a desire to share with and care for others 
based on the sacramental graces they have 
received. And they are also cognizant of the 
many warnings that the New Testament 
presents to those who fail in charity and 
authentic love (40).

INSIGHT

JOY

GENEROSITY

CONSCIENTIOUSNESS
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You understand the important contributions that St. 
Raphael Parish makes to your community. Perhaps 

the Church has blessed you or your family. As you reflect 
on God’s call to share our gifts and blessings with others 
and the importance of leaving a legacy of compassion 
and love, keep in mind that a key element of that legacy 
is your Last Will and Testament.  Creating or updating 
a will that reflects your faith, your values, and your 
wishes is a critical step toward planning for the future 
for yourself, your loved ones and St. Raphael Parish.

A will is a legal document that lays out exactly how 
a person’s assets should be distributed after his or her 
death. Without a will, state laws will dictate how one’s 
property will be distributed upon death. State laws also 
dictate the legality of a will, so it’s wise to speak with a 
local attorney skilled in estate planning and trusts.

So how do you begin? It may seem daunting, but 
if you follow these simple steps, including prayerfully 
considering what is most important to you, you will be 
well on your way:

1. Make a list of all of your assets, including all of 
your major assets such as your home, retirement 
funds, bank accounts, and life insurance, but 
also items of tangible personal property such as 
antiques, art and collectibles.

2. Examine your personal records such as 
automobile titles, deeds and other documents 
(e.g. beneficiary designations) to help determine 
exactly how you own your property. Do you own 
the assets in your sole name or are they owned 
jointly with others? If you don’t know, your 
attorney can help you make that determination.

3. Once your list of assets is finalized, think about 
who should be the recipient of those assets. 
Usually family comes first, including your 
spouse, your children and any grandchildren 
you may have. Once you have decided what 
your immediate family will receive, are there 
any other friends or other relatives who should 
receive a gift?

How Do I Make or Update a Will?

continued on back cover

Once you get started, the estate planning process is really not very 
burdensome, especially when weighed against the consequences of not doing 

anything at all. You will not only ensure the legacy you leave your loved 
ones, but also demonstrate for one last time the important role your Catholic 

faith and commitment to St. Raphael Parish played in your life.
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4. Finally, what charitable organizations best reflect 
your values? Perhaps you might consider a gift 
to St. Raphael Parish.

5. Take your list, as well as your thoughts about your 
estate plan, to a local attorney of your choice who 
is skilled in the estate planning process to help 
you best implement and document your plan.

Once you get started, the estate planning process is 
really not very burdensome, especially when weighed 
against the consequences of not doing anything at all. 

How Do I Make or Update a Will?  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

If you would like to learn more about remembering St. Raphael Parish in your estate plan please contact Kris McGivney at 
440-871-1100 or by email at legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com, or visit the parish website at saintraphaelparish.com.

You will not only ensure the legacy you leave your 
loved ones, but also demonstrate for one last time the 
important role your Catholic faith and commitment to 
St. Raphael Parish played in your life.


