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Most of us are aware that Pope Francis 
announced a Jubilee Holy Year of Mercy 

for the Church, for all of us, more than a year 
ago. The Jubilee began on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, last Dec. 8. It officially 
closes on Nov. 20, 2016, the Feast of Christ 
the King. This Jubilee truly follows what has 
been the central message of the pope’s time 
as our Holy Father, that message being one of 
compassion and pardon. In announcing the 
year, the pope said that he had “thought often 
about how the Church can make more evident 
its mission of being a witness of mercy.”

Although the Holy Year is more than 
half completed, it is not too late for each of us 
Catholics to either look for ways to live out the 
mercy we are called to by the pope, or to seek the mercy he 
also emphasized. Our Diocese of Cleveland continues to 
offer some aspects of this year, with things each of us can 
do right here. The Jubilee Year began formally last Dec. 8 
with the opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter Basilica at 
the Vatican. The pope urged those who could to make a 
pilgrimage to Rome to pass through that door – however, 
knowing that was impossible for most of us, he also 
declared that holy doors around the world would also 
be opened as a sign of God’s opening a new pathway to 
salvation. The Door of Mercy for the Diocese of Cleveland 
is at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.

We are invited, urged even, to make a pilgrimage to 
our own cathedral to participate in this Holy Year. The 
diocese adopted a motto and established a logo for the 

Year of Mercy. Our motto is “Love hopes and 
bears all things,” and our logo is displayed 
elsewhere in this article. We are encouraged to 
enter the door and let God’s mercy flow, and 
then leave and carry God’s message of mercy 
to others. The motto is intended to inspire us to 
let go of our sins and burdens, while reaching 
out to others with love in their times of need.

It would be fantastic if we could make that 
pilgrimage to the cathedral, but we also need 
to recognize that this Year of Mercy is a call to 
action. Numerous times, Pope Francis has told 
us how we can live out this call to mercy. The 
pope asks in particular that we “reflect on the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will 
be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often 

grown dull in the face of poverty. Let us enter more deeply 
into the heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special 
experience of God’s mercy. Jesus introduces us to these 
works of mercy in His preaching so that we can know 
whether or not we are living as His disciples.” 

Purposely practicing and pursuing the works of 
mercy is one of the best ways to live, period, let alone live 
out this Year of Mercy. We are blessed here at St. Raphael 
with ministries that fulfill these acts of mercy on a regular 
basis. Getting involved and participating in these would 
be an excellent way for each of us to make an effort to do 
something extra as part of this Jubilee Year. Note that these 
acts of mercy are not confined to the parish or the Church, 
of course. There are ways to live these out right in our own 
families and neighborhoods.

How Can We at St. Raphael Live Out 
the Year of Mercy Individually?

continued on page 5
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Service
The Fourth Pillar of 
Parish Stewardship

Throughout Sacred Scripture, there are 
numerous references to service. There 

is the parable of the vigilant and faithful 
servants who await their master’s return 
from a wedding, “ready to open immediately 
when he comes and knocks” (Lk 12:35-40). 
There is the story of the good Samaritan who 
was moved with compassion to help the 
victim of a violent robbery (Lk 10:25-37). And 
there are several examples of Christ serving 
those around Him — feeding the multitudes, 
healing the sick, and even turning water into 
wine at a wedding banquet.

Why is service a running theme 
throughout the Gospels? Because service 
is at the root of living in imitation of 
Christ. Christ served others throughout 
His life on Earth, and His death on the 
cross was the ultimate act of service to 
mankind. And when we serve others, 
we are not only following in Christ’s 
footsteps, we are also serving Christ 
Himself: “Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40).

As a stewardship parish, service 
must be at the heart of everything we 
do. The parish community is the bastion 
of service within the Catholic Church, as 
we serve one another and are also served 
by our brothers and sisters in Christ. As 
the Diocese of Wichita’s document, The 
Pillars of Parish Stewardship, states, “Like 
a blood family, the parish family stands 
ready and eager collectively to wrap 
their arms around their brothers and 
sisters when they suffer in trial and/or 
celebrate special events in their lives.”

It is good to recognize the parish 

community as a place where service 
is appreciated and can be utilized for 
the good of the Church. However, it 
is not enough for us to simply serve 
other members of our parish family. As 
disciples of Christ, it is our obligation 
to serve people in need everywhere 
they exist — in our families, our 
greater community, our country, and 
throughout the world. This can be a 
challenging concept, as it is often much 
more comfortable and convenient to 
serve those who are close to us than 
it is to reach out to “outsiders.” But, 
as The Pillars of Parish Stewardship 
eloquently points out, “Failure to have 
this understanding leads to a selfish 
parochialism, which is life draining to a 
parish stewardship way of life.”

Think of ways that you can serve 
others around you, both within our 
parish family and in the greater 
community. Our many parish ministries 
offer a great place to begin offering your 
time and talents, but the opportunities 
for service don’t end there. There are 
many civic and non-profit organizations 
that do an immense amount to serve 
others across the globe and are always 
looking for volunteers.

Once you serve, you will find that 
you will reap numerous rewards in 
return, much like the faithful servants 
who doubled the talents their master 
had entrusted to them: “Well done, my 
good and faithful servant. Since you 
were faithful in small matters, I will 
give you great responsibilities. Come, 
share your master’s joy” (Mt 25:21).
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Prayer – By Us and For Us
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Pope Francis has certainly 
had an impact on our 

Church, and maybe even on 
each of us individually. Do 
you recall his first words to 
the world and to us when 
he appeared on the balcony 
following his election as pope? 
He said quite simply, “Pray for 
me.” That is a feeling I share 
sometimes when I consider 
what needs to be done, and 
what I personally need to do. It 
may be a feeling each of us has 
– not just now and then, but 
relatively consistently.

Prayer – one of the four 
Pillars of Stewardship – is 
foundational to our faith and 
the practice of it. It is through 
prayer and the sacraments that 
we prepare ourselves to accept God’s plentiful gifts 
and blessings. 

Each of us needs to develop a consistent prayer 
life. We should set time aside each day to pray. It 
is through prayer that we cultivate our personal 
relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. We provide many opportunities for prayer 
as part of our parish life. This includes time for 
us to pray as individuals and time to pray as a 
community.

Our prayer lives culminate at Mass in the 
Eucharist. The Eucharist, prayer and stewardship 
are interconnected. In Lumen Gentium, we are 
reminded that the Eucharist is the “Source and 
Summit” of our Catholic faith. With the gift of the 
Eucharist and an active prayer life, we are better 
equipped to carry out the other three Pillars of 
Stewardship – Hospitality, Formation and Service. 
You might say we pray to help us seek and find how 
to serve the Lord and others.

This is a time of year when we enjoy numerous 

opportunities to kick back and 
relax. One of the best ways 
to spend time is in prayer. 
In both our individual and 
communal prayer, we turn to 
God to perceive our gifts and 
talents – and then, as stewards, 
we need to place those gifts at 
the service of one another, and 
especially of the Lord. 

You and I are on a journey 
together – a journey toward 
holiness. That journey 
involves an existence of daily 
conversion and an awareness 
of how grateful we need to be. 
Through prayer, we can better 
see ourselves as God sees us, 
and we can seek to find who 
God is calling us to be.

I want to assure you of my 
constant and daily prayers for you. Like the Holy 
Father, however, I also must admit that I need you 
to “pray for me.” I thank you for your prayers. I am 
blessed to be your pastor.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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On Sunday, June 19, we will celebrate Father’s Day, a 
celebration honoring fathers, fatherhood, paternal 

bonds, father figures, and the influence of fathers in 
our society. Being a father is a vocation to be sure, and 
it is a vocation that is important in our understanding 
of stewardship and what it means to be an intentional 
disciple. Intentional discipleship is the way we need 
to approach stewardship – it is also the way one must 
approach being a father. We are all called to be holy, 
fully engaged, and fully active in our lives, the lives of 
our families, and the life of the Church. 

Our St. Raphael Catholic faith community is filled 
with fathers, most of whom can be pointed to as good 
examples of what it means to be a father, to be a dad. 
We wish to focus on two excellent examples of the 
stewardship of being a father – Larry Thomas and Jason 
Zorc. Larry and his wife, Michelle, have three children 
ranging in age from 10 months up to 12. Jason and Katie 
Zorc are the parents of five children – the oldest is 11 
and the youngest is a baby, only a few months old.

“Being a father is an incredible blessing,” Jason 
says. “It is also an extraordinary responsibility. I 
have been gifted in so many ways, especially with 
my wife, Katie, and our children. As a good steward, 
I need to show my gratitude to God. I need to work 
with my family to make the world a better place. I 
begin by following the teachings of the Church and 
looking at the example of Jesus. He was the Father to 
the Church, and what He did and how He lived and 
loved helps me define what I need to be as a father.”

“I take great pride in being a father – it means 
everything to me,” Larry adds. “I feel it is my role 
to teach my children through my own example on 
how to love and respect others. I need to model being 
honest and responsible. My faith is strong, but there 
have been some dark times in my life – my wife and 
children have helped pull me through those times.”

There is an anonymous story that captures the 
essence of the stewardship of being a dad. It says, 
“One night a father overheard his son pray: ‘Dear 
God, make me the kind of man my Daddy is.’ Later 
that night, the Father prayed, ‘Dear God, make me 
the kind of man my son wants me to be.’”

The Stewardship of Fatherhood

Jason and Katie Zorc and their children – (from left) Joshua, 5; 
Jacob, 11; John Paul, 9; Julia, 4 months; Joseph, 7.

Larry and Michelle Thomas and their children – (from left) Max, 
12; Cooper, 8; and Maeve, 10 months
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The Stewardship of Fatherhood

A review of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy is 
as follows. The Corporal Works of Mercy are: 

 - Feed the hungry
 - Give drink to the thirsty
 - Clothe the naked
 - Welcome the stranger
 - Heal the sick
 - Visit the imprisoned
 - Bury the dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy are:
 - Counsel the doubtful
 - Instruct the ignorant
 - Admonish sinners
 - Comfort the afflicted
 - Forgive offenses
 - Bear patiently with those who do ill
 - Pray for the living and the dead. 
 
At a recent audience in the Vatican, Pope Francis went 

off topic. He said, “I stopped and asked the question, ‘Which 
of you remember well what are the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy? I may ask you to tell us. With that in mind, 
those who remember raise your hand.’ Not more than 20 in 
that group of 7,000 raised their hand. We must continue to 
teach the faithful these things, which are so important. In the 
Corporal Works of Mercy, we touch the flesh of Christ in our 
brothers and sisters. In the Spiritual Works, we touch more 
directly our own sinfulness.”

How Can We at St. Raphael Live Out the Year of Mercy Individually?
continued from front cover

Larry Thomas and Jason Zorc want to be more than 
fathers – they want to be good dads. They pray for that, 
and they work diligently, as good stewards should, and 
with an intentional focus, to make it happen. We thank 
the Lord for fathers and those who have been father 
figures in our lives. We also thank God for the examples 
of good fathers He offers us, men like Larry and Jason. 
The late politician Mario Cuomo once said, “I talk and 

talk and talk, and in 50 years I have not taught people 
what my father taught me by example in one week.”

On Father’s Day, we all need to appreciate the 
fathers in our midst, the men who make sacrifices 
and show the kind of unconditional love we receive 
from our Father in Heaven. God bless all fathers and 
all men who serve or have served as fathers to others. 
That certainly includes our priests.

Diocese of Cleveland Holy Door of Mercy
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The Blessings of the Catholic Mass
It is ironic that today, with all of the 

freedom of religion that we enjoy in 
the United States, many of us wonder 
why we must go to Mass on Sunday.

However, if we really understood 
what the Mass is and how we 
participate in the celebration, we 
would instead be asking why we are, 
as sinful human beings, blessed with 
the opportunity to participate in the 
holy Mass. If we simply understood 
and recognized that God’s infinite 
goodness allows us to do so, we would 
be eager to go to Mass on Sunday and 
every other day of the week.

It is true, however, that all 
Catholics are obliged to “Keep holy 
the Lord’s Day” by sharing in the 
Mass. But why are we obliged?  

The Eucharistic Liturgy is the center 
of our faith. It is “the summit toward 
which all activity of the Church is 
directed” and it is “the font from which 
all her power flows” (Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy 10). It does not exhaust 
the activity of the Church, but is most 
certainly her greatest work.

The sacrifice of Christ on the 
cross is literally re-presented to 
the Father during Mass, and Christ 
allows us to join with Him in 
offering that sacrifice. Imagine our 
Lord and Savior dying on the cross 
for us right up the street. Imagine 
knowing that Mary is sitting at 
the foot of the cross with St. John, 
witnessing her Son giving Himself 
to the Father for the sake of all of 
us. Would we not run to be there? 
Would we not desire to share in His 
sacrifice, just as Mary did?

Believe it or not, the sacrifice of 
Calvary is really, truly happening at our 
parish, every time the Mass is offered.

Our participation in Mass gives us 

Imagine our Lord and Savior dying on the cross 
for us right up the street. Imagine knowing that 
Mary is sitting at the foot of the cross with St. 
John, witnessing her Son giving Himself to the 

Father for the sake of all of us. Would we not run 
to be there? Would we not desire to share in His 

sacrifice, just as Mary did?

the strength and the graces we need 
to live our lives as Christ’s disciples. 
So, what does this mean for us?

This means we have a front row 
seat to the sacrifice of Calvary. Given 
such a gift, how can we not accept it?

We also have a chance to join in 
Jesus’ sacrifice by offering our own 
prayers and petitions. As an example, 
what better gift could we give deceased 
loved ones than the offering of prayers 
for their souls in purgatory?

Most importantly, we have 
the opportunity to receive the 
Eucharist, followed by quiet time, 
when we offer sincere thanks and 
allow God’s graces to fill us. Think 
of all you are missing when you do 
not properly prepare yourself to 
receive the Holy Eucharist.

We ought to joyfully head to 
Church each Sunday, eager to give 
God glory in the greatest way 
we can! Attending and actively 

participating in Mass every Sunday 
is our obligation as Catholics. But 
we should not allow the fact that our 
attendance is “required” to stop us 
from going. Nor should we allow our 
laziness to overshadow the amazing 
privilege and the many blessings 
that lay before us in the Mass.

The pope and the bishops direct us 
to participate in the Eucharistic Liturgy 
every Sunday because they know there 
is no better way to keep holy the Lord’s 
day — giving God thanks for all He has 
done for us in the most powerful way 
possible. They know that, through the 
Mass, we gain the graces necessary to 
live our lives in this world.  

Our ability to participate in the 
Mass is a wonderful gift, not a great 
burden. May Christ enlighten our 
minds and hearts to clearly see the 
wonders of the celebration, and give 
us great enthusiasm and eagerness 
to participate. 
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If you have ever been a Cub Scout 
or a Boy Scout, or have been 

involved with one of those groups, 
you are familiar with the Scout Oath: 
“On my honor I will do my best to do 
my duty to God and to my country, 
and to obey the scout law, to help 
other people at all times, to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally 
awake, and morally straight.” This 
could most certainly be regarded 
as a stewardship statement, since it 
represents what we at St. Raphael 
Parish believe in terms of recognizing 
and using our gifts and serving 
others. For more than 50 years, our 
parish has sponsored both our Boy 
Scout troop and our Cub Scout pack.

John Underation serves as 
Packmaster. John brings a strong 
history and experience in scouting 
to the job and to the unit. His oldest 
son has just completed his time as 
a Cub Scout and is moving into the 
Boy Scout troop, but John plans to 
continue in his current role, as his 
next son is about to become a Tiger 
Cub Scout. 

“I think the greatest value in 
scouting is instilling in the boys 
that there is something greater 
than themselves – whether it is 
God, Church, and their faith, their 
family, or others around them,” John 
says. “They learn how important 
it is to respect and understand that 
service and caring and helping are 
important.”

Cub Scout Pack 159 is part of 
the Western Trails District of the 
Greater Cleveland Council. Pack 
meetings are held once a month. 

The pack – basic unit – is divided 
into smaller groups called dens. 
Each den usually contains from 
seven to 10 boys of the same age 
and grade. Boys in first through 
fifth grades are eligible to be Cub 
Scouts. Dens meet at varying 
times and days dependent upon 
the schedules of the boys, but 
they meet in addition to the pack 
meetings. There are 40 boys in 
Pack 159 at this time. 

John notes some of the activities 

in which the boys have recently 
participated, as well as upcoming 
events. 

“The idea is to keep the boys 
busy and to get them in the outdoors 
as much as possible,” he says. “In 
February, we held our annual Blue 
and Gold Banquet. The Pinewood 
Derby is one of our most popular and 
biggest events each year – some dads 
from the past constructed what we 
think is the finest racetrack around. 
It is the length of the gymnasium 

“Service and Caring and Helping Are Important”
St. Raphael Cub Scout Pack 159

continued on back cover

“I think the greatest value in scouting is instilling in the 
boys that there is something greater than themselves – 
whether it is God, Church, and their faith, their family, 

or others around them. They learn how important it is to 
respect and understand that service and caring and helping 

are important.” – John Underation, Packmaster
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and 13 feet high. There are several types of camp outs at 
which the boys learn practical skills and gain knowledge 
of the outdoors. In June, we held a family camp out 
on Lake Erie. There are organized summer bike rides 
and obstacle courses. One event the boys are looking 
forward to is spending the weekend on the USS Little 
Rock, permanently moored in Buffalo. Other activities 
are scheduled throughout the year.”

To those considering Cub Scouts, John offers his 

perspective. 
“I guess, first of all, we need to point out that it 

is fun,” he says. “While having a good time, the boys 
gain practical knowledge and skills that are not taught 
in school or elsewhere. Because of our affiliation with 
St. Raphael, we promote boys pursuing religious 
awards, in particular the Life of Christ award and 
the Parvuli Dei award [in Latin, parvuli Dei means 
‘children of God’].”

St. Raphael Cub Scout Pack 159  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Any boy interested in Cub Scouts or any adult interested in being involved with the parish pack may 
contact Packmaster John Underation at 330-607-2477 or junderation@sbcglobal.com.


