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For the past 17 years, the music teacher at St. Raphael 
School has been Mr. Matthew Wirfel. During that 

time, he has had the privilege of seeing a tremendous 
amount of talent come and go among the students. 
Six years ago, he decided that it was time for students 
with talent to have an opportunity to showcase their 
skills for fellow students, parents, grandparents, and 
other special guests.

The perfect vehicle for these gifted students, the 
2016 Talent Show, took place on Thursday, April 21, 
in the Parish Activities Center. Two-dozen performers 
presenting 15 separate acts entertained and delighted 
those in attendance. 

“It seems that each year the students become more 
creative and original in many ways,” Mr. Wirfel says. 
“In one sense it is a traditional talent show featuring 
the kinds of acts you might expect, but in another, it 
moves into the realm of modern technology, as not 
all talents on display can be done live and at that 
instant. By that, I mean many students have become 
more technological in approach and they prepare 
videos using their talent, which we then show as part 
of the Talent Show. This year’s acts included three 
presentations which the students had worked on 
diligently for production, and then were viewed as 
part of the show.”

Students in the Talent Show are drawn from the 
fifth through eighth grades. The eighth-graders also 
serve as the masters of ceremonies, and they selected 
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a theme for this year, Carnival. It 
was a fast-moving show filled with 
energy and, of course, talent. 

“We had singing, dancing, 
gymnastics, instrumental music 
performances, skits, and some 
unique blends of talent and humor,” 
Mr. Wirfel says. “Auditions are 
held in March, and once the acts are 
selected, the students practice and 
we plan two dress rehearsals the 
week before the actual show. They 
were so good this year that we only 
needed to hold one of the dress rehearsals. I know they are pleased to be able to display their talents, and I get great 
personal pleasure from being involved in a way which allows them to do so.”

This year’s participants included fifth-graders Shannon Connors, Molly Gannon, Bella Jeske, Ella Manfred, 
Madeline Nock, Lauren Overberger, Marin Pechota, and Sofia Zagore; sixth-graders Mary Bokisa, Mackenzie 
Hammond, Evan Johnston, Brendan Knapp, Michael Sejka, Cat Von Duhn, Liam Walters, and Patrick Wynne; 
seventh-graders Ryan Burke, Therese Musca, Grace Osoteo, and Matt Tomko; and eighth-grader Eddie McNamara.

“I think the Talent Show has become a bit of a tradition now, and I look forward to it continuing for many years 
to come,” Mr. Wirfel says. “I would like to see even more students willing to share their gifts and talents. That is, 

after all, what stewardship is all about – 
recognizing your talents and sharing them 
with others. The parents, the St. Raphael 
staff and faculty are so cooperative to 
make this all happen and work so well.”
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To be sure, God has created each of 
us wonderfully in His image and 
likeness. The Annual Talent Show 
allows our students to share the 

special abilities and talents God has 
given them. For more information 
on the Talent Show, contact Mr. 

Matthew Wirfel at 440-871-6760.
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We Are All Part of the Ministry of Hospitality
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

This is a time of many celebrations in 
the Church. The list is almost endless 

at this time of year – First Communions, 
Confirmations, graduations, and 
weddings. There are so many events 
that bring people who are not from the 
parish, or even members of the Church, 
into our parish.

You may recall that we speak 
of the Four Pillars of Stewardship – 
Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and 
Service. I want to particularly speak of 
that pillar of Hospitality this month. It 
is important every day of every year 
and at everything we do as a parish 
community. However, at this time of 
year, when there may be strangers and 
newcomers in our midst, it becomes 
even more important.

Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith. In Matthew 
25:35, the Lord speaks to us in terms of expectations 
when He says, “I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.” He makes it clear to us that whenever we welcome 
any of His brothers and sisters, we welcome Christ 
Himself. Sometimes, we may think that this concept of 
hospitality is the responsibility of a committee, ministry 
or group of people assigned that task – but the truth is 
that we are all part of the parish hospitality effort.

If we are going to be a stewardship parish, and 
if each of us is going to be a good steward, we need 
to be aware that we need to seek and find Christ in 
everyone around us, everyone we meet, and certainly 

everyone who enters our church or 
other parish facilities.

Hospitality is a parish priority 
that each of us must take to heart. It is 
not so challenging to greet someone, 
smile at them and welcome them – yet, 
it may require a little extra effort on 
our part. That means we must have an 
awareness of those near us, of those 
who may appear to be alone or new. 
We may not always think of Christ 
in this way, but if we carefully listen 
to Holy Scripture, we must realize 
that He was a caring, welcoming and 
friendly person. If we are to be His 
disciples, we need to be the same.

As stated, Jesus assures us that 
when we welcome others, we are 

welcoming Him, as well. St. Paul once said that people 
who are hospitable sometimes entertain angels. For 
us, parish hospitality is not an option. It is our way to 
model the Kingdom of God right here and right now.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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As the popular saying goes, “It 
takes a village to raise a child.” 

With today’s increasingly secular 
culture, now more than ever, parents 
rely upon the support of their faith 
and school communities in the 
raising of their children. 

Mindful of this, St. Raphael’s 
parish school aims to educate 
the whole child – academically, 
spiritually, emotionally, and socially 
– better preparing them to face 
the challenges and demands of 
the modern world. In the words of 
its mission statements, the school 
provides parents an “opportunity to 
educate their child in a school that 
serves as an extended family.” 

Ann Miller, Principal of 15 years 
and long familiar with Catholic 
education, calls our school a “true 
partnership between school and 
home.”

“It’s so valuable that 
school and parents can be 
on the same page, joining in 
sharing Christian values and 
making a foundation of faith 
for our children,” Mrs. Miller 
says. “You really can’t get this 
in the public sector and it does 
make a difference. We plant 
the seeds so that they want 
to grow in faith and make the 
Church their home.”

This past year was 
certainly special, as St. 
Raphael’s opened our new church 
after years of projects. The church 
was dedicated on Aug. 22, and in 
order to commemorate and celebrate 
that milestone, the school hosted 
a special event in September. This 
event, dubbed “Rock the Challenge,” 
is a day of service for the community 
and is established as a new tradition 

to take place each fall. 
“It’s a day about 

community, faith and 

service,” Mrs. Miller says. “We did 
several service projects throughout 
the day and there were fun games 
and an obstacle course. Almost a 
hundred volunteers brought this 
event to life and it was an awesome 
day. This year’s theme was moved by 
faith, drawing on the idea of moving 
into the new church, and it really set 
the tone for the whole year.” 

The school plans to continue with 
the event yearly, choosing a different 
theme and really challenging the 

Allowing Catholic Education to be a Foundation for Our Children 

“It’s so valuable that school and parents can be on 
the same page, joining in sharing Christian values 
and making a foundation of faith for our children. 
You really can’t get this in the public sector and it 
does make a difference. We plant the seeds so that 
they want to grow in faith and make the Church 

their home.” – Mrs. Ann Miller, Principal
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students into a new year of education.

As we reach the end of the year, 
there are a handful of other events 
that students look forward to, as 
well. In late April, we had our talent 
show, which allowed students to 
share their individual gifts in a 
creative way for the whole student 
body to enjoy. 

Throughout May, the classes 
take many field trips and one of the 
most loved of these is the fifth and 
sixth-grade Science Field Day, which 
gives students the opportunity to 
complete math and science projects 
all day long at a local park. 

Inviting our children to share the 
spirituality of Catholicism with the 
community, there is also an annual 
Prayer Walk for the entire student 
body each May. 

“Our eighth-graders take charge 
of the Prayer Walk,” Mrs. Miller says. 
“They set up stations with intentions 
at each one, and all of the 750 
students walk to the stations, stop 
to say prayers, and then continue 
on reverently and quietly. It’s about 
showing their faith, not just keeping 
it in the church or school.”

Lastly, there are two other annual 
events in May – the May Crowning 

prayer service and our eighth-
graders’ graduation. At the May 
Crowning, the students pray the 
Rosary together while one eighth-
grade girl and one eighth-grade boy, 
along with a boy and a girl from the 
second grade class, crown Mary. Our 
year ends with the Eighth-Grade 
Graduation, which starts with a 
Baccalaureate Mass on May 27, with 
graduation following on June 1. After 
the Baccalaureate Mass, there is an 
honors assembly and eighth-grade 
luncheon. Each year, the parents take 
charge of the eighth-grade luncheon 
and set it up as a different themed 

venue – whether that’s the beach, or 
with a cowboy theme. 

Through these various activities 
and events, our school children are 
able to continue growing into future 
leaders of society and the Church. 
Surrounded by the support and love 
of the parish and school community, 
these young men and women are 
gradually able to grow into the men 
and women they were created to be. 

“In today’s world, I think parents 
need all the support they can get 
because it’s hard out there – with 
so many challenges for parents and 
kids,” Mrs. Miller says. 

If you would like more information about end-of-school-year activities at 
St. Raphael School, please call the school office at 440-871-6760.
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Is Christ the Lord of Our Checkbook?
 There is a humorous proverb that says at the end of 

our lives, there will be two books that determine who 
we have been — the Book of Life and our checkbook. It 
sounds a bit ridiculous, but the fact is, how we spend our 
money says a whole lot about where our hearts lie. Jesus 
Himself told us, “Where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). Our actions are supposed to 
glorify God. How many of us are eager to show God the 
glory we have given Him in our checkbooks?  Are we 
ordering our finances responsibly, and is our stewardship 
of treasure truly Christian?

 For the majority of Americans, Christian stewardship 
of finances is virtually non-existent. Consider the 
following statistics:

• 49 percent of Americans don’t pay their bills on time.
• 65 percent of Americans don’t do a good job of staying 

out of debt.
• 82 percent of Americans don’t save adequately for 

the future.
• On average, Americans give less than 2 percent of 

their income to charity, and Catholics give about 
1 percent of their income toward charitable causes.

• A majority of those getting divorces point to finances 
as one of the primary causes of their breakup.

 What we do reflects who we are as persons; 
therefore, there can really be no separation of our 
personal finances and our spiritual lives and our 
relationship with God. As much as we would like to 
hide our less-than-ideal financial situation, hiding that 
from God would be like running away from the well 
when we are dying of thirst. The mark of a Christian 
steward is that he recognizes God as the source of 

everything he has and that Jesus is the answer to all 
our problems, including our financial woes.

 In short, financial freedom consists in putting God 
first, and allowing Him to be Lord over all our actions. 
It means praying for the grace of the Holy Spirit in 
our financial dealings, and responding to that grace by 
spending responsibly.

 One of the most effective ways to manage money well 
is to budget — to figure out what you are spending your 
money on and how much you are spending, to look for 
areas that need improvement (where you should spend 
more, less, or not at all), and then to draw up a practical 
plan for spending more wisely and more Christ-like in 
the future. If you aren’t doing this already, now is a great 
time to start. The following can serve as a guide:

• Be realistic about income and expenses.
• Distinguish between wants and needs.
• Avoid unnecessary debt, especially credit card debt. 

If you have too much debt, make a plan of monthly 
payments and stick to the payments.

• Make charitable donations and savings a priority 
even though your first instinct may be to let them 
go (remember, tithing is a tangible way to show God 
that He comes first in your life).

• Designate a time and day each week to address 
financial matters, including paying bills.

• Most important: Pray for God’s guidance and grace 
to manage your finances according to His will.

“Every man also to whom God has given wealth and 
possessions and the power to enjoy them, and to accept his 
lot and find enjoyment in his toil — this is the gift of God” 
(Ecclesiastes 5:19).
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In October 2015, Andrew Hoover 
was ordained to the Transitional 

Diaconate, the final step on the 
journey to becoming a priest. 
Thus, he became Reverend Mister 
Andrew Hoover. Part of the 
program of priestly formation at 
St. Mary Seminary and Graduate 
School of Theology includes 
internships and what is called 
Diaconate Field Education at 
parishes of the diocese. Deacon 
Hoover was assigned to St. 
Raphael at that time, and he has 
been an important part of our 
parish these past several months.

However, on Saturday, May 
21, that will all change, as he will 
be ordained a priest of the diocese 
along with four other candidates. 
The priestly ordination will occur 
at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist beginning at 10 a.m. 
Most Reverend Richard Lennon, 
Bishop of Cleveland, oversees the 
ceremony.

For Andrew, this has been a 
long journey. 

“I feel as if I had eight or nine 
years of discernment before I made 
the decision to enter seminary,” he 
says. “My vocation really grew to 
fruition while studying at Bowling 
Green State University. When I 

graduated from there, I entered 
the seminary, and my seminarian 
education has spanned six more 
years. I have found seminary 
and my experience over the past 
several months at St. Raphael to 
be extraordinary – I have become 
so much more aware of the 
importance and the uniqueness of 
the priesthood.”

As comfortable as he has been as 
a seminarian in formation, Andrew 
is well aware that everything 

in his life is about to be altered 
considerably. 

“I am preparing for my world 
to change instantly on May 21,” 
he says. “I am anxious to enter 
the priesthood and to serve God 
and the diocese in whatever way 
I can. The opportunity to serve in 
some way here at St. Raphael has 
been significant in my journey to 
the priesthood. My contacts with 
the good people here have been 
so edifying. Their own faith and 
their support and encouragement 
to me have had a great influence. 
The people here have allowed me 
to grow. I feel called to serve and I 
am prepared to do so.”

As of this date, Andrew does 
not know where the Bishop will 
assign him, but as he indicated, he 
is prepared to serve wherever he 
is assigned. He plans to return to 
St. Raphael once he is officially a 
priest, and he will offer a Mass of 
Thanksgiving at the noon Mass on 
Sunday, May 29. Deacon Hoover 
considers St. Raphael to be a 
second home. 

“I thank the people for their 
prayers and all they have done for 
me,” he says. “However, I need to 
offer special gratitude to Fr. Tim, 

“I Have Become so Much More Aware of the 
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“The opportunity to serve in some way here at St. Raphael has been significant in 
my journey to the priesthood. My contacts with the good people here have been so 

edifying. Their own faith and their support and encouragement to me have had a great 
influence. The people here have allowed me to grow. I feel called to serve and I am 

prepared to do so.” – Deacon Andrew Hoover



525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, OH

44101
Permit No. 703

C H U R C H

Fr. Ryan and Fr. Al Krupp. Their guidance and example have been 
central to my final preparation to be a priest.”

Fr. Gary Yanus, a Judicial Vicar for the diocese, has had the pleasure 
of teaching a course on Canon Law to Deacon Hoover and the others 
preparing for ordination. In the midst of concerns about a shortage of 
priests and what will happen to the Church, Fr. Yanus offers a message 
of hope. 

“It is not difficult in Andrew and his classmates to see a bright future 
for the local Church,” he says. “They love the liturgy and look forward 
to communicating that love of Christ to the people they will serve. In 
them, one can see that the Church will not just survive – it will thrive.”

Our prayers are with Deacon Hoover as he approaches ordination. 
We thank him for his presence and contribution to our faith family!

Deacon Andrew Hoover  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Anyone who feels they 
might be interested in 

the priesthood can 
contact Fr. Michael 
McCandless at the 

diocesan vocations office, 
440-943-7630.


