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As we anticipate our new church 
building, our parish has been 

celebrating a special initiative each 
month helping to build our spiritual 
growth. In September, “Paving the 
Way” invited families to bring in a 
stone decorated with their family 
name. If you have not been able to do 
that yet, there is still time – through 
November – to place a stone in the 
treasure chest located at the entrance 
of the Parish Activity Center! In 
October, “Praying the Way” was 
a time to learn different styles of 
prayer and to write our prayer 
intentions and place them in the fire 
pit that was located in the Gathering 
Area. We burned those prayers at our parish bonfire 
that took place on Sunday, Oct. 26. What an awesome 
celebration as all generations gathered to pray and 
send our prayers “rising like incense” up to God!

You also received the name of a fellow parishioner 
in the mail who is designated as your “Prayer Partner.” 
They received your name, as well. Pray for them daily. 
If you would like to send them a card or a note for the 

holidays, you are welcome to 
contact the parish office for their 
address.

“Paving the Way,” “Praying 
the Way” – and now “Practicing 
the Way.” Notice that each of 
these sayings is using an active 
verb. Our Catholic faith often 
uses the term “practice our 
faith.” And so in November, we 
are inviting you to look at the 
many ways you put your faith 
into daily practice. The Oct. 
26 parish bulletin included a 
November calendar for you and 
your family to fill in ways you 
have put your faith into action 

by using the Corporal or Spiritual Works of Mercy, or 
the Fruits or Gifts of the Holy Spirit each day! If you 
need a calendar, more are available in the Gathering 
Area. The back of the calendar contains four prayer 
cards, encouraging you with prayerful practices for 
each of the weeks of November.

We began November by celebrating the 
Communion of Saints – people who practiced the 

Practicing the Way
Putting Our Faith Into Daily Practice

continued on page 2



2

Practicing the Way continued from cover

way to get to heaven. These people 
weren’t all perfect, which is a 
great part of the witness of their 
life. Ordinary individuals can 
do extraordinary things for God 
because they use the grace and gifts 
of God’s Spirit at work in their lives.

The Feast of All Souls and our 
Remembrance Mass celebrated 
those closest to us who put their 
lives into faithful and faith-filled 
practice. Perhaps they taught you 
or your parents to pray, brought 
you to church for the sacraments 

and answered your questions 
about God. You now follow in 
their footsteps by passing on that 
Catholic faith!

During this month, we will also 
be collecting and sharing holy cards 
of the saints – and perhaps some 
who are venerable and blessed. Do 
you have any holy cards at home? 
Or, holy cards from a funeral of 
someone who has gone before us? 
What a great time to bring those in 
and trade them for other holy cards 
– and along the way, learn the stories 
of amazing and faithful people who 
went before us! There will be a 
display board in the Gathering Area 
this month for everyone to post 
cards. And beginning the weekend 
of Nov. 15, there will be a “trading 
post” table to collect and trade saint 
cards! It will be fun and educational 

for children and adults alike!
So how do you “Practice the 

Way”? Of course, by praying, 
attending Mass, bringing in 
Thanksgiving food donations, and 
doing acts of kindness. Here are 
more ideas:

• Write a note to someone 
thanking them for something no 
one else would notice.

•  Put others before yourself.
• Offer to bring a friend to church.
• Rake leaves for someone who is 

unable to do so.
• Call an elderly person and take 

the time to listen to them.
• Brighten someone’s day – buy a 

cup of coffee for the person behind 
you in line, or pay for the meal of 
the car in the drive-thru behind you.

• Open the door for others.
• Do something before you are 

asked.
• Leave a generous tip.
• Be patient, smile more, be a 

comforter.
• Share your knowledge
• Forgive someone.

 
There are more good deeds than 

there are November days. Practicing 
our faith is a lifelong journey – with 
each other and the Lord! “You 
will know them by their fruits” 
(Matthew 7:16). Make sure your 
steps and your actions lead people 
to God, because whether or not you 
realize it, people are following in 
your footsteps and watching your 
example! There is wisdom in the 
simple question – how do you get 
to heaven? By God’s grace, and 
practice, practice, practice!
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St.Raphael

Thanksgiving Is Time to Celebrate  
Our Blessings

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Thanksgiving 2014! As the years move along, this 
special day reminds us to pause and be grateful for 

life, family, friends and the many freedoms we enjoy that 
are not available to many in our global human family.

Our rootedness reminds us we are a people called 
to be of hope and invited to a deeper faith in God and 
one another. In gathering around the table with family 
and friends, we pause to give thanks for all that has 
graced our lives — joys of friendship, laughter and good 
health, the painful events that promoted deeper growth 
and gave greater insight to the importance of faith in our 
own gifts of goodness and talent and that of our family 
and friends, and knowing we have a God who loves us 
more than we could ever imagine.

As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom he loves, 
you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity 
and humility, gentleness and patience... and may the peace of 
Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were 
called in one body. Always be thankful. (Col. 3:12, 15)

On this special day it is my prayerful hope that you 
and your family celebrate the gift of life you are, and 
that you bring to one another. We are connected to one 
another. No one of us called ourselves into being — we 
have been gifted by a loving God who has called us to 
manifest His love in the service we give to one another.

I thank God each day that you are a member of our 
St. Raphael Parish Family — persons of deep faith, filled 
with much hope and compassion. You are among the 
blessings I celebrate!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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One of the most beautiful things 
about our Catholic faith is that 

it is constant – it is there for us in 
all phases of our lives. The prayers, 
the Mass, and the traditions are the 
same all over the world. And while 
there is a comfort in the familiar, 
this constant presence also offers us 
many opportunities to be part of the 
Church’s mission no matter our stage 
in life. And as parishioners Tom and 
Melissa Pillari demonstrate, living 
stewardship isn’t an “all or nothing” 
way of life. Instead, it’s a journey that 
is constantly evolving.

Of course, for stewardship to 
be spiritually meaningful, it has to 
be firmly rooted in faith. Originally 
from Lorain, Ohio, Tom and his two 
brothers were raised in a traditional 
Italian family with a strong sense of 
their Catholic identity. In fact, the 
faith of Tom’s childhood carried over 
into adulthood, and he credits daily 
Mass and spiritual guidance from a 
Catholic priest as having given him 
the ability to withstand four grueling 
years in the United States Air Force 
Academy. 

“My first faith lessons came 
from my parents,” Tom says. “And I 
consider my Catholic faith to be at the 
core of who I am.”

Melissa also came from a strong 
faith background, but it wasn’t 
a Catholic one. Originally from 
Urbana, Ill., Melissa was raised in 
the Presbyterian faith, where she 
learned about God from Sunday 
school and from her father who used 
to ask questions about the sermon 
on the drive home from church. 
Interestingly, her great-grandfather 
had been a Methodist minister, and 

her mother’s side of the family was 
so anti-Catholic that they changed the 
spelling of their last name so as not 
to be confused with the Catholics in 
town. But years later, when Melissa 
was in college and met a law student 
named Tom, little did she know that 
she was on her way to joining the 
Catholic Church.

“We got married in a Presbyterian 
church with my minister and a 
Catholic priest co-officiating,” Melissa 
said. “It was who we were at the time 

– both of us were committed to God, 
but we hadn’t worked out how to be 
one in worshipping Him. Later, when 
I was pregnant with our first child, we 
knew it was important to worship at 
the same church. I also had come to 
realize that God was very present in 
the Catholic Church. As time went on, 
I have grown to love all the richness 
of faith that the Church offers. Now I 
can’t imagine not being Catholic!”

Having been married for 42 
wonderful years, Tom and Melissa 
continue to live and grow in their 
faith. Prayer is an important part of 
their day – whether it’s from daily 
Scripture readings, a weekday Mass, 
grace before meals, or praying the 
Rosary. And they’ve seen the fruits of 
their faith blossom in their children. 

Tom and Melissa Pillari
It Begins With Faith

“I stay committed because 
where I am in life today is a gift 

from God, and we enjoy our 
involvement with the parish and 

the families that we have met 
and continue to know.”  

– Tom Pillari

Melissa and Tom trying to corral five 
grandchildren for a picture

Tom and Melissa Pillari with some  
of their family

Tom and Melissa Pillari in  
Machu Picchu, Peru 



St.Raphael

5

Tom and Melissa Pillari
It Begins With Faith

Their oldest, Tony, is a priest – Fr. 
Moses – with a community in Texas 
called the Mission of Divine Mercy. 

“It is a journey for the whole family 
when your child considers a religious 
vocation,” Melissa says. “We have 
been incredibly blessed and humbled. 
Our faith has grown tremendously 
through his experiences. It was 
not easy to ‘let go’ and release him 
completely to God, but God has given 
us back a hundredfold for doing so.”

As with most of us, the Pillari 
family knows that life gets busy, but the 
beautiful thing about stewardship is 
that we do what we can, when we can. 
In other words, the journey through 
stewardship is always evolving, and 
over the years Melissa and Tom have 
found various ministries in which 
they’ve shared their talents, and which 
have reflected their needs at different 
points in their lives. Tom has served 
on the Parish Council and the former 
Catholic Charities Board, provided 
pro bono advice to St. Ignatius High 
School and Elyria Catholic High School 
regarding development and charitable 
contributions, and he has volunteered 
as a member of the Board of Directors 
for their son’s religious community, 
the Mission of Divine Mercy. 

“I have been enriched by all 
these activities,” Tom says. “I stay 
committed because where I am in life 
today is a gift from God, and we enjoy 
our involvement with the parish and 
the families that we have met and 
continue to know.”

Melissa has been equally as 
involved, especially with the Parish 
School of Religion, or PSR, which 
their four children – Tony, Andy, 
TJ, and Elizabeth – attended. When 

the children were 
little, she taught 
preschool Sunday 
school. Then, as 
they got older, 
she taught PSR, 
and both she and 
Tom taught PSR to 
seventh and eighth-
graders. For a few 
years, she was even 
the director of PSR. 
Lately, though, the 
ministry that has 
been near and dear 
to her heart has 
been that of serving 
as coordinator 
for Eucharistic 
Adoration.

“When I was 
a Protestant, one of the things I had 
difficulty accepting was the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist,” 
Melissa says. “Now, I totally believe 
and I totally know that He is there. I 
go to adoration at night, and when it 
is difficult to get out of bed and head 
out into the cold, I remind myself that 
I am doing this for Jesus – that this is 
one way to show him that I love him. 
By the end of the hour, I realize that 
I am not the one giving at all – it is 
Jesus who gives – and I have peace in 
the knowledge that God is with me.”

Of course, in living a life of 
stewardship, it’s not only important 
to recognize those opportunities to 
serve, but to also stay committed. 
Melissa says that sometimes life makes 
it difficult to focus on commitment, 
but that God looks at the ordinary 
things, the small kindnesses and 
the jobs well done. Furthermore, no 

matter how small the task, it is how 
we do it that matters.

“One way to stay committed is to 
sign up for something like Eucharistic 
Adoration,” Melissa says. “This way, it 
will be on the schedule. For me, life is 
so busy that if it’s not on the schedule, 
then it doesn’t get done. But really, 
there is something for everyone to 
participate in at St. Raphael. Church 
is not just about Sunday – we are all 
a family and we need to spend time 
together!” 

Finally, the stewardship journey 
is one that evolves and changes 
over time, but as we can learn from 
Tom and Melissa, they key is to 
embrace it from a strong foundation 
of faith. Sometimes we can do more, 
sometimes less, but ultimately living 
our faith through stewardship means 
being open to opportunities to allow 
God’s grace to flow in our lives.

The Pillari family
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The True Significance of Thanksgiving
When we look back on our 

childhood, we recall how 
the events of our country’s first 
Thanksgiving were imprinted upon 
our minds.

Our school teachers taught 
us about the proceedings of that 
joyous Thursday in the 17th 
century. Many of us dressed up as 
Pilgrims, donning black and white 
Puritan gowns and large hats with 
shiny tinfoil belt buckles.

We learned about the symbolic 
significance of Thanksgiving. And 
just as the original Pilgrims did, 
we should also open our homes 
and hearts to neighbors and family 
during the Thanksgiving season. 
The first Thanksgiving united 
the Pilgrims and natives together 
in celebration. Likewise, every 
Thanksgiving celebration thereafter 
has been geared toward those same 
feelings of love, joy and satisfaction.

The actual historical events that 
transpired on the first Thanksgiving 
are disputed, and sometimes even 
forgotten. But several elements have 
been agreed upon as fact. The first 
Thanksgiving took place sometime 
during the early 1620s. It was 
not given the status of “holiday,” 
but was instead a simple harvest 
festival that signified the lasting 
presence and perseverance of the 

Pilgrims in a harsh new land. The 
first Thanksgiving was, if anything, 
a sign of success and praise, where 
the 50 or so surviving Pilgrims 
gave thanks to God, sharing the 
abundance of their first harvest 
with each other and the neighboring 
natives. The celebration was also 
designed to boost the morale of the 
settlers, many of whom lost family 
and friends to disease and hunger 
during the early stages of civilized 
development.

The first “national day of 
Thanksgiving” was held in 1789, 
when President George Washington 
proclaimed Thursday, Nov. 26, to be 
“a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer.” However, Thanksgiving 
did not officially become an annual 
celebration until 1863, when 
President Abraham Lincoln declared 
the last Thursday in November to be 
a day of “thanksgiving and praise.” 
Under President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in 1941, Thanksgiving 
became an official national holiday 
under federal law.

 The significance of Thanksgiving 
has never strayed far from our 
country’s heart. Several past 
presidents have preserved its 
presence in our yearly calendars as 
a day of public observance, thanks 
and prayer.

As Catholics, Thanksgiving has 
additional meaning and significance. 
Not only do we spend Thanksgiving 
Day praising God for His provision 
and our plentiful harvests, but as a 
season, Thanksgiving also calls us to 
remember Christ’s ultimate sacrifice 
of love.

Thanksgiving is a harvest 
festival of supreme spiritual 
importance for Catholics. As the 
sacrificial lamb, Jesus became 
our harvest – a precious seed that 
grew into a soul-saving tree of 
righteousness and perfection. He 
gave His life for our benefit so that 
we could live in His death.

Much like the first harvest our 
ancestors joyfully experienced, 
Christ strengthens our souls and 
provides health to our bodies. Jesus 
is our harvest celebration, and we 
experience the life-giving results of 
His death each time we partake in 
His precious Body and sacred Blood.

As disciples of Christ, let us 
share Jesus with the world, just 
as the Pilgrims shared their spoils 
nearly 400 years ago. Jesus is the 
reason for every season, including 
Thanksgiving. As we lift our glasses 
in praise of God’s many gifts, focus 
your thoughts on the abundant 
harvest of Christ.

Why not begin your holiday this year 
by attending Mass? Even though 

Thanksgiving Day is not a holy day of 
obligation, we can express our thanks to 

God by spending an hour of our hectic 
morning at His table.
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With Thanksgiving approaching, the Helping 
Hands Thanksgiving Food Drive is under 

way to provide a holiday meal and supplemental 
foodstuffs to our parish families in need, as well as 
to others in need throughout our community.

Claudia Volosin, Co-Chair of the Helping Hands 
Thanksgiving Food Drive, says our parishioners are 
always generous in their donations.

 “They are living the responsibility we have as 
Catholics to provide to the needy and share our gifts 
with others,” she says. “It’s such a good thing to see.”

The Helping Hands Thanksgiving Food Drive 
begins when contact persons within the parish pass 
along the information to Claudia that they have 
gathered concerning needy parish families.

Gift cards to area supermarkets are then collected 
for our parish families, and these are put in their 
Thanksgiving baskets. 

“Last year we had almost $2,000 in gift cards 
donated,” Claudia says.

The Helping Hands volunteers then prepare 
paper leaves listing the food items that are needed 
for the baskets. These are posted on bulletin boards 
at the church entrance. 

“It’s like the Adopt-A-Family procedure, but 
we write the food items we want on the leaves for 
the baskets,” Claudia says. “We like for the families 
to have a Thanksgiving meal, so we ask for boxed 
stuffing, cranberries, corn, and staples like rice, 
peanut butter and jelly, and corn muffin mix.”

Once the parish families’ baskets are filled, the 
remaining donated food is sorted and taken to the St. 
Augustine Hunger Center, St. Malachi, St. Colman, 
and the Bay Food Ministry, as well as the homeless 
shelter in Lorain. 

Because of the ongoing renovation work at the 
parish, this year the St. Raphael School children 
will be taking care of more food sorting duties with 
adult supervision.

“But all the preschool children, the Parish 
Religious Education students, and the day school 
kids all bring in items and help sort as they bring 
them in,” Claudia says. 

The St. Raphael School Builder’s Club is holding 
a food drive from Nov. 17 through Nov. 20, and 
donations are being taken for pumpkin pies for the 
hunger centers.

Claudia says she asks for volunteers through the 
bulletins.

“We usually get about 25 to 30 adults to help 
with sorting and delivery,” she says. “The kids who 
volunteer are usually middle school and high school 
students.”

The school children also understand why they 
are helping with the food drive, Claudia notes.

“We usually do a prayer before we sort the food,” 
she says. “All the PSR teachers and day school 

Helping Hands Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Taking Care of Hunger

continued on back cover
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teachers talk to the children about service for 
others being one of the most important parts of 
what we stand for at the parish.”

Food items are being collected as of the 
weekend of Nov. 1, with the collecting wrapping 
up Nov. 16.

“Our sort day is from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 21,” Claudia says. “We can use 
adult drivers from 9 to 10 a.m. for Saturday, 
Nov. 22.”

Anyone interested in volunteering may call 
Claudia Volosin at 440-871-9029.

Food Drive continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.


