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To celebrate the great community of Catholics 
in Northeast Ohio, the Catholic Community 

Foundation of the Diocese of Cleveland will host its 
inaugural crowdfunding event, #weGiveCatholic, on 
Nov. 29, which is known globally as #GivingTuesday, 
the biggest online giving day of the year.

St. Raphael Parish will be participating along 
with more than 140 schools, parishes, ministries, 
Catholic Charities sites and programs, and other 
Catholic nonprofits in #weGiveCatholic, the first-
ever online day of Catholic giving in Northeast Ohio. 
During the 24-hour window on Nov. 29, people can 
visit weGiveCatholic.org and make secure, tax-

deductible donations to St. Raphael and any of their 
other favorite participating Catholic organizations.  
Some other registered participants are Catholic Youth 
Organization, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, West 
Side Catholic Center, Camp Christopher and St. 
Augustine Health Ministries. Educational institutions, 
including John Carroll University and Notre Dame 
College, as well as many Catholic elementary and high 
schools and parishes throughout the eight-county 
Diocese of Cleveland, will also participate.

“We believe in the generosity of Catholics 
throughout the Diocese of Cleveland,” says Patrick 
Grace, Executive Director of the Catholic Community 

#GivingTuesday Is an Excellent 
Stewardship Opportunity

continued on back cover



This Issue:

Stewardship in Nature

 The Sea of Galilee stays fresh and healthy because it “gives away” all its water 
through the Jordan River. When all that water is finally drained into the Dead Sea, it stays 
there, becoming stagnant and lifeless. Human beings are the same way. Giving of ourselves 

is one of the main ways we stay spiritually healthy.
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Good for the Giver

A simple riddle: If you don’t give 
it away, you can’t keep it. But if 

you give it away, it will increase.
The best answer to this riddle, if 

you haven’t already guessed, is love. 
But the beauty of this paradox is that 
there can be a number of different 
answers. Another response might 
be artistic talent. Ask any artist, 
and they’ll tell you that their skill 
for drawing or painting diminishes 
after a few weeks or months of 
inactivity. But the more they paint, 
the more their talent grows.

We also see this truth illustrated 
in nature. The Sea of Galilee, 
teeming with fish and other wildlife, 
is one example. All of the water in 
this beautiful reservoir is constantly 
being drained through the Jordan 
River, which stretches for about 60 
miles, providing the only fresh water 
for all of Israel. It finally drains into 
the Dead Sea, which has no outlet. It 
is consequently stagnant and totally 

lifeless, continually evaporating 
into thin air.

The point, in a nutshell, is that 
the good steward takes care of his or 
her gifts by giving them away. As a 
result, you won’t have less left over, 
but will instead have more!

There is a story about St. Teresa 
of Calcutta and her visit to one 
of the hundreds of convents she 
had founded. The Superior of the 
convent told her, “Mother, we 
don’t have enough time to do our 
work with the poor; there’s just not 
enough hours in the day.” St. Teresa 
responded, “Then you need to pray 
more.” When the convent added 
another full hour of prayer each 
day, they somehow found that they 
had enough time to do even more 
for the poor in that city.

The difficulty with this idea – 
that by giving we receive – is that it 
is still a struggle to give. When we 
arrive at the moment of giving, it 

appears on the surface that we will 
have less left over. This is especially 
true regarding money. When writing 
a check to a charity or to the parish, 
you mathematically end up with 
less money to spend on other things. 
And yet, the immaterial value of 
our sacrifice is immeasurable. This 
is why Jesus speaks so frequently 
in the Gospels about the spiritual 
benefits of giving to others. We do 
have more after we give, but it is 
simply more of something else – 
and something better.

When we emphasize 
stewardship, it is not primarily to 
increase “volunteerism” or to swell 
our budget. Indeed, our first aim is 
always the “good of the giver.” It 
is not because the parish has needs, 
but because we have a need to 
give. We recognize that the model 
Steward is Jesus, who gave all, 
even His very life, so that we may 
have everything.
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“I Am the Light of the World”
Why Is Lighting Candles in 
Prayer an Important Part of 
Our Catholic Tradition?

Nov. 10 – The Feast of St. Leo 
the Great, Pope of Rome

7
“Our Companions and Our 
Friends” The St. Raphael 
Blessing of Pets and Animals



St.Raphael

3

Grateful for All That Has Graced 
Our Lives

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Thanksgiving 2016! As the years move along, this special 
day reminds us to pause and be grateful for life, family, 

friends, and the many freedoms we enjoy that are not 
available to many in our global human family.

Our rootedness reminds us we are a people called to be 
of hope and invited to a deeper faith in God and one another. 
In gathering around the table with family and friends, we 
pause to give thanks for all that has graced our lives – joys 
of friendship, laughter and good health, the painful events 
that promoted deeper growth and gave greater insight to 
the importance of faith in our own gifts of goodness and 
talent and that of our family and friends, and knowing we 
have a God who loves us more than we could ever imagine.

 
“As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom 

he loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in 
generosity and humility, gentleness and patience… and 
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called in one body. Always be thankful” 
(Col. 3:12, 15).

On this special day, it is my prayerful hope that you and 
your family celebrate the gift of life you are, and that you 
bring to one another. We are connected to one another. No 
one of us called ourselves into being – we have been gifted 
by a loving God who has called us to manifest His love in the service we give to one another.

I thank God each day that you are a member of our St. Raphael Parish Family – persons of deep faith, filled with 
much hope and compassion. You are among the blessings I celebrate!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Jesus’ statement “I am the light of the world” is 
considered to be the second of seven “I am” declarations 

that Jesus made, all in the Gospel of John. All are part of 
His unique divine identity and purpose. In claiming that 
He was the “light,” He was pointing out to us that He 
is the exclusive source of all true spiritual light, and the 
only source of spiritual light for us. As a result, light is an 
essential facet of our beliefs and practices.

The sight of burning votive, or vigil, candles – both 
real and electronic in some cases – is common in most 
Catholic churches and shrines. We certainly use them 
and present them here at St. 
Raphael. Often, the candles are 
placed before statues of saints 
or at a shrine – the candles 
at the Grotto in Lourdes, for 
example, are incredible. The 
practice of lighting candles 
in this way probably has 
its origins from the time 
Christian martyrs were buried 
in the Catacombs outside of 
Rome. People lit lights at their 
tombs to indicate solidarity 
with them, uniting them 
everlastingly to those still on 
earth. Whether people were 
physically there or not, the 
candles continued to burn as a 
silent vigil, thus “vigil lights.”

The term “vigil lights” 
comes from the Latin 
word vigilia, which means 
“watching” or “waiting.” The root of the word “votive,” 
on the other hand, is the Latin votivus, which basically 
means to make a vow. Thus, when we light various 
candles in prayer we are remembering; we are praying; 
we are promising something to the Lord; and most of 
all, we are recalling that Christ is the Light of the World. 
Part of that should also call us to live out Christ’s words 
and be the “light of the world” for those around us and 
for others. 

The flame of a candle rises up just as 
our prayers rise to Heaven. Tied to our 
prayers and the lighting of candles before 
representations of saints and the Blessed 
Mother is our strong belief that all can 
intercede on our behalf and for those 
for whom we pray. They are in heaven 
with the Lord. Saints are powerful 
intercessors. We do not pray “to” saints, 
but “through” saints.

Candles and light play a significant 
role in our Catholic celebrations. We light candles during 
the celebration of Mass and Eucharistic Adoration; they 
are carried in liturgical processions; when the Divine 
Office is prayed in public, such as part of Evening 
Prayer. A candle or some other light is placed before the 
tabernacle to indicate the Lord’s presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament. During the Sacrament of Baptism, a candle 
is lit from the Paschal (Easter) candle as a symbol of 
Christ’s Paschal Mystery – His passion, His death, 

“I Am the Light of the World”
Why Is Lighting Candles in Prayer an Important Part of Our Catholic Tradition?
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“I Am the Light of the World”
Why Is Lighting Candles in Prayer an Important Part of Our Catholic Tradition?

and His resurrection. The baptized 
individual is called to keep the 
flame of faith burning.

In the early Church, candles 
were a practical way of lighting the 
space where worship occurred. We 
continue to use them, nevertheless, 
because in addition to reminding us 
of the Light of Christ, they symbolize 
that the light comes from Christ, His 
Father, and the Holy Spirit. A candle 
remains burning long after our 
prayer has been said, and the candle 
should remind us that our prayers 
stay always before God.

Finally, there is something 
festive and beautiful about candles. 
They provide a joyous glow. The 
candles tie us to those in heaven, 
and they tie us to our traditions and 
the past. All of this is an important 
ingredient in living out our faith. 

Candles play a special role 
during the season of Advent in the 
form of Advent wreaths. They help 
us commemorate the lifting of the 
world out of darkness at the birth of 
Christ, and to anticipate and prepare 
for the Second Coming of Christ, 
Who is the Light of the World.

There is something festive 
and beautiful about candles. 
They provide a joyous glow. 
The candles tie us to those in 
heaven, and they tie us to our 
traditions and the past. All of 

this is an important ingredient 
in living out our faith.
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Nov. 10 – The Feast of St. Leo the Great, 
Pope of Rome

Regarded as one of the best 
administrators of the ancient 

Church, St. Leo the Great displayed 
tireless dedication as pope. From 
securing true Christian beliefs and 
settling doctrinal controversies as a 
Doctor of the Church, to defending 
Rome against barbarian attack and 
his commitment to the spiritually 
centered pastoral care of his 
people, St. Leo the Great provides 
a wonderful – and historically 
significant – example of a Church 
administrator who used his skills to 
reinforce the essential connections 
between spirit and structure. This 
resolute upholding of the faith 
earned him the title of “the Great,” 
a distinction only bestowed on 
one other pope, Gregory I. Indeed, 
Leo himself held that everything 
he did as pope was to represent St. 
Peter, in whose place he acted, and 
to represent Christ, the head of the 
Mystical Body.

A native of Tuscany, Leo was 
believed to have been born around 
the year 400. The earliest known 
information about Leo is that he was 
a deacon under Pope Celestine I and 
Pope Sixtus III. During his time as a 
deacon, he was already recognized 
for his skills in mediation when the 
emperor designated him with the 
task of settling a dispute between the 
two highest officials in Gaul.

In the year 440, upon the death of 
Pope Sixtus III, Leo was unanimously 
elected by the people as the pope’s 
successor. Just weeks later, he would 
enter upon a pontificate lasting 21 

years. This timespan would prove to 
be a crucial era for the centralization 
of the government in the Roman 
Church.

Importantly, Leo’s recorded 
papal letters and sermons have 
survived through the centuries, 
thus providing key historical 
sources regarding his career and 
personality. In fact, his particular 
prose style – cursus leonicus 
– would have a lasting impact on 
ecclesiastical language.

A major priority during Leo’s 
papacy was to sustain the unity 
of the Church – he was devoted 
to combating the heresies that 
threatened this unity. He was also 
a tireless champion of almsgiving, 

fasting and prayer, while clearly 
and concisely expounding Catholic 
doctrine. Leo put much of what he 
said and wrote into action as well, as 
he invited and encouraged bishops 
to meet and consult with him in 
person. These committed efforts 
took place largely in the shadow of 
the Western Empire’s approaching 
collapse, and Leo would serve as a 
steadfast representative of lawful 
authority during this turbulent era.

Indeed, a crucial point of Leo’s 
papacy occurred during the invasion 
of Italy in 452. As Attila and his forces 
made their way to Rome, having 
already overrun several cities, the 
ruler of the Huns demanded a 
dowry from the reigning emperor. 
As a result, three envoys were sent to 
negotiate with Attila – one of which 
was Pope Leo I. While the exact 
nature of the envoys’ negotiations 
with Attila are not known, historians 
often credit Leo with compelling 
Attila to withdraw from invading 
Rome. And while the Vandals 
would sack the city of Rome just 
three years later, it is believed that 
Leo’s assertiveness and influence 
also helped to repress murder and 
bloodshed during this invasion.

Even as he maintained courage 
in the face of such challenges, Leo 
continually worked to address 
the everyday needs, concerns and 
interests of his people. He died 
in the year 461, most probably on 
Nov. 10 – which is celebrated in the 
Catholic Church as the feast day of 
St. Leo the Great.
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We celebrated the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi on 
Tuesday, Oct. 4. Each year on or near that date, we 

have a formal Blessing of the Animals here at St. Raphael. 
St. Francis had an incredible devotion to the poor and 
those in need, but he also is legendary for his treatment 
of and relation to animals. He saw animals as his brothers 
and sisters because they were God’s creatures, just as 
people are. St. Francis said of animals, “Not to hurt our 
humble brethren is our first duty to them, but to stop there 
is not enough. We have a higher mission – to be of service 
to animals when they require it.”

When Francis died in 1226, people who were there 
reported seeing a large flock of larks swoop down near 
him as he was dying, and the birds sang at the moment 
of his death. Two years later, Pope Gregory IX canonized 
Francis as a saint, based upon the evidence of the many 
miracles, some involving animals, which occurred 
during his life and ministry. St. Francis is, in fact, the 
patron saint of animals.

Most Catholic churches hold a Blessing of the 
Animals in conjunction with Francis’ Feast Day. On 
Thursday, Oct. 6, some 150 men, women, and children 
and their beloved animals gathered at 6:30 p.m. on the 
front lawn of St. Raphael School. The animals were 

blessed, and a successful raffle was held for a St. Francis 
garden statue.

In the Book of Genesis, God said, “Let the water 
teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the 
earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky. Let the 
earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures. God saw 
how good it was and God blessed them” (Gen 1:20-22). 
Animals are mentioned throughout Holy Scripture. In 
Proverbs 12:10, “The righteous man regards the life of 
his beasts.” In Genesis 9, after the flood, it is mentioned 
five times, “I will make a covenant with you and with all 
living creatures.” In addition, Job 12:7 states, “Ask the 
birds and ask the beasts and they will teach you.”

People see their pets and animals as a blessing to 
them, and it follows that we should make a special effort 
to bless them in return. The Church has put its official 
stamp on this kind of blessing in The Roman Ritual –
The Book of Blessings, approved by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and confirmed by the Apostolic See 
– “According to the providence of the Creator, many 
animals have a certain role to play in human existence by 
helping with work and providing companionship and 
clothing. Thus, when the occasion arises, for example the 
feast of a saint, the custom of invoking God’s blessing on 
animals may be continued” (942).

Professor of Religion Dr. Jay McDaniel has written 
books on humanity’s divine relationships with animals. 
He says, “I think there is something about the blessing 
of animals that says that holiness is found not just in 
people, but in our relationship with animals who are 
often our companions and our friends. In relation to 
their pets and animals, some people would say that they 
experience more unconditional love from them than 
from anyone else. In that sense a person’s relationship 
with an animal may be the closest they come to the 
deep gift of divine love.” 

Retired Bishop Robert Morneau, who was raised on 
a farm and has always had a special regard for animals, 
stated recently, “When we bless the animals, just as 
with people, we bless them all, even those which are 
not Catholic.”

“Our Companions and Our Friends”
The St. Raphael Blessing of Pets and Animals
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Foundation. “The goal of #weGiveCatholic Giving Day 
is to inspire our Catholic community to come together 
by leveraging collective support for organizations 
that shape our souls – our parishes, schools, Catholic 
Charities and nonprofit organizations.”

“There are many good things going on in the diocese 
that are being done by many faithful people,” adds 
Bishop Richard Lennon. “On Nov. 29, there will be 
another opportunity for those who want to show their 
support for the Catholic organizations that touch their 
heart the most.”

Online donations can be made from midnight to 11:59 
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 29. Go to weGiveCatholic.org, use 

the search button to find the web page for “St. Raphael 
Parish” – then, click to make your donation. Or, simply 
go to our parish website at www.saintraphaelparish.com 
and click on the #weGiveCatholic button. Because this 

takes place 100 percent online, you will need a credit card 
and access to the Internet.

For more information about #weGiveCatholic, visit 
weGiveCatholic.org, follow the hashtag #weGiveCatholic 
on Twitter or weGiveCatholic on Facebook. Any questions 

people may have can be directed to Deacon Mark 
Cunningham, Parish Director of Stewardship, at 

440-871-1100.


