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There is no doubt that men 
are under attack in today’s 

society. We are inundated with 
lies about what makes a “real” 
man – power, wealth, fame, and 
promiscuity. For a man of faith, it 
has become increasingly difficult 
to navigate through all of these 
misconceptions. How is a man 
supposed to lead his family 
and friends to holiness in such 
circumstances? How can he be a 
light to the world when at times he 
himself feels confused and unsure?

Many Catholic men have had 
to face these questions, but struggle 
to find the answers on their own. 
Oftentimes, they have bought 
into the lie that it is “unmanly” 
to need help or support. Yet, it is 
important to remember that God 
created man as a relational being. 
Even Christ, the perfect example 
of manhood, surrounded himself 
with companions who shared in his 
darkest and most intimate moments. 

Recognizing the power of 
Christian community, St. Raphael 
is proud to offer its Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship Group, a ministry 

devoted to helping Catholic men 
deepen and support their faith 
and identity.  

Carl Feldkircher has been a 
member of the Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship for around seven years. 
He first became involved in the 
ministry because of the personal 
invitation of a parishioner.

“I was new to the parish,” Carl 
says. “I was sitting by a fellow who 
turned around and invited me to 
come. It was just an invitation that I 
couldn’t resist – and that brought me 
into the fellowship. From there, I just 
got more and more involved in the 
ministry and the parish as a whole.”

The Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
is open to all men 21 years and older. 
To help accommodate varying 
schedules, they offer two different 
programs – one gathering on 
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m., and 
the other on Saturday mornings at 
6:45 a.m. Both groups meet twice 
a month on alternating weeks. 
Carl is the current moderator of 
the Saturday gatherings, where 
they begin with the Liturgy of the 
Hours, followed by a faith sharing 

based upon the upcoming Sunday 
readings. Coffee and donuts are 
also served as an extra incentive 
for the early risers.

“It’s an opportunity for men 
to get together and share their 
experiences and the issues and 
problems that they are facing,” Carl 
says. “I think that we have a lot of 
common family and personal issues 
that we can share in a confidential 
manner. I find this support really 
helps a lot of the men. I know I was 
inspired by the people that brought 
me into the group.”

For Carl, the teachings and 
support provided by the Catholic 
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The Importance of 
Family Prayer
“The family that prays 

together stays together.”
This famous slogan was coined 

in 1947 by writer Al Scalpone, and 
has been frequently referenced 
ever since. The phrase pinpoints 
the true power of prayer, and 
the importance of making family 
prayer a consistent practice in our 
lives. 

As Christian disciples, we are 
striving to follow Jesus – to grow 
in our love of Him and to serve 
Him through the use of our time, 
talent and treasure. If we desire to 
follow in His footsteps, we must 
first begin by getting to know 
Him. Spending time with the Lord 
in prayer forms a foundation on 
which we can build our lives as 
Christian disciples, much in the 
same way that spending time 
with a girlfriend or boyfriend 
forms the foundation of a strong 
relationship. 

The Christian family is the 
first place where children learn 
to pray. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church calls the family 
unit “Ecclesia domestica,” or “the 
Domestic Church” (1656). Thus, 
parents have a responsibility to 
set an example by taking time for 
personal prayer every day, and 
making family prayer a regular 
practice. This not only sets an 
example for the children, but also 
provides them with a faith-filled 

foundation and brings them closer 
to the Lord – forming them as 
grateful stewards of their time. 

There are many ways in which 
a family can pray together. One 
of the most important times for 
prayer is before meals, where we 
thank God for His blessings, and 
for the food on our family table. 
Families may also share in the 
formal prayers of the Church, or 
perhaps pray a Rosary together 
every night. We can also thank 
the Lord aloud, asking Him to 
answer our prayers and offering 
Him our daily petitions. One 
often-suggested method of 
family prayer is ACTS, where 
we offer Adoration, Contrition, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication. 
Families may also go to their 
church and kneel together before 
the Blessed Sacrament, offering 
prayers in Christ’s presence. 

These are just several of the 
many opportunities for families 
to pray together. Of course, prayer 
will be influenced by each family’s 
dynamics and personalities. 
But no matter how we pray, it is 
important that we make the time 
to do so. This will deepen the 
family’s relationship with the 
Lord, our commitment as His 
disciples will be stronger, and we 
may continually renew and foster 
our families’ bonds.
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September: An Ongoing 
Opportunity to Change the World

“A Labor of Love to Give Greater 
Honor and Glory to the Lord”
The Dedication of Our New Church 
and Chapel

“Love Is Our Mission: The Family 
Fully Alive”

7 Looking Toward a New and Exciting 
Year for our Parish School of Religion

PRAYER OF PARENTS: 
God, our Father, I thank you for 
the gift of my children and for 

the privilege and responsibility of 
being a parent, for this is my way 
of holiness. May I regard each of 
my children as a sacred pledge of 
Your love and a beautiful sign of 

Your confidence in me. Help me to 
pass on to my children our greatest 

treasures - faith in Your truths, hope 
in Your goodness, love in Your name 
for all. I entrust my children to Your 
loving care. Banish from our home 

any bitterness or lack of forgiveness. 
Let us have time, deep concern, and 
a sense of sacrifice for one another. 
Teach us never to be ashamed that 

we are, in name and in fact, a 
Catholic family striving to live in 

the way of Jesus, Who is head of our 
home. Give us Your Holy Spirit to 

unite us throughout this life and let 
the circle of our family be unbroken 
in the Kingdom of Your Son Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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September: An Ongoing Opportunity 
to Change the World

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

In his letters, St. Paul often began by 
greeting his “brothers and sisters.” 

Every time I read one of these letters, 
it reminds me that you and I truly 
are sisters and brothers in the Body 
of Christ, the Church, but especially 
here in our own parish. We need 
to understand that we are indeed a 
family, and the way we see and treat 
one another is fundamental to the 
health and happiness of this family.

Our spiritual family doesn’t stop 
at the walls of our church, but rather, 
extends to include every man and 
woman created in God’s image and 
likeness. You may be familiar with 
the term “Catholic Social Teaching,” 
which is built on a commitment to 
the poor. These are the beliefs that 
guide Catholics on how to apply the 
faith to all aspects of life, and they 
lay the framework for the Church’s 
teachings on the dignity and 
sacredness of human life. Once we 
make a commitment to be disciples 
of Jesus and pursue stewardship as a 
way of life, the principles of Catholic 
Social Teaching become very easy to 
incorporate into our lives.

Catholic Social Teaching has been 
around since those first followers 
of Jesus tried to balance their new 
faith with the realities of living in a 
world of Roman oppression. Jesus 
reminded His disciples then, just 

as He reminds us now, that caring 
for and administering to the poor 
should be at the core of all we 
do. Recall when the Lord said in 
Matthew, “For I was hungry and 
you gave me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink; I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me; I was naked 
and you gave me clothing; I was 
ill and you cared for me; I was in 
prison and you visited me.”

This is our foundation as we 
seek to embody mercy and justice 
to our fellow man, and should be 
one of our major goals as a faith 
community. Many of our parish 
ministries provide an opportunity 
for us to do just as Jesus asked; 
to serve those most in need. As 
we move into the fall season, 
with Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Christmas soon to follow, now is 
a good time for us to recommit 
ourselves to addressing the needs 
we see around us — both as a parish 
family and as individuals.

I am proud of our collective 
efforts in assisting and serving the 
poor, but I also know that we can do 
more. Many of us personally need 
to get involved in these efforts. Our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, has a great 
love and regard for the poor and, like 
Jesus, he reminds us often of what 
we need to do. In a recent homily, 

Pope Francis said, “The measure of 
the greatness of a society is found in 
the way it treats those most in need, 
those who have nothing apart from 
their poverty.” Together, we can 
make a difference.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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In the words of our pastor Fr. Tim, it is a “precious time in our 
parish’s history.”

“We are not just opening doors of our new church, but also our hearts to a 
good and gracious God,” he says. “We have been on quite a journey! This is a 
tremendous gift to the generations to come. So many people worked to bring 
this to fruition, especially you, my beloved parishioners. This whole project 
was a labor of love to give greater honor and glory to the Lord.”

Some 1,500 people gathered on Saturday, Aug. 22, for the Mass of 
Dedication of our new St. Raphael Church and our Franciscan Chapel. The 
following photos explain what occurred and how a church is dedicated. The 
principal celebrant at the Mass of Dedication was Most Reverend Richard 
Lennon, the Bishop of Cleveland.

“As I looked at the new church, I found myself with tears in my eyes 
for two reasons – that beauty can be so moving, and that I found myself 
witnessing an entire community’s participation in the life of God,” says 
seminarian Andrew Hoover, who was in residence here at St. Raphael this 
past summer. “I hope that worshiping God in this new space will lead you to 
become better and better disciples of the Lord.”

“A Labor of Love to Give Greater Honor and Glory to the Lord”
The Dedication of Our New Church and Chapel

Bishop Lennon, Fr. Tim, Deacon Gregg, and Fr. Ryan 
Cubera (beside the cross bearer) wait outside locked 

church doors for the formal handing over of construction 
plans and keys.

Fr. Tim unlocks the doors in preparation for leading 
the people of the parish into the church.

The Bishop blesses the church and
the people with Holy Water.

The main 
altar from our 
former church 
was already 
consecrated; here 
Bishop Lennon 
anoints the new 
Franciscan 
Chapel altar.

The walls of the church are anointed by the Bishop with sacred chrism.
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“A Labor of Love to Give Greater Honor and Glory to the Lord”
The Dedication of Our New Church and Chapel

Bishop Lennon incenses the new chapel altar 
and prepares deacons (from left) Fenn, Gregg 

and Cunningham to incense the church.

The people are incensed. Deacon Cunningham assists sacristans 
Christine Pothier and Candra Reese with 

dressing the main altar.

Deacons Gregg and Fenn
light the main altar candles.

 The altar servers move through the church 
lighting candles, which have been placed on the 

walls around the church.

The Eucharist is at the heart of our Church and 
the center of everything we do.  Bishop Lennon 

presides at the Eucharistic celebration.

Our pastor, Fr. Tim, addresses the gathered 
assembly at the end of Mass.  His message was 

one of thanks, gratitude and joy.

The overflow crowd listened intently to Fr. Tim as 
he offered his thoughts and thanks to them.

Following the Mass of Dedication, the 
community moved to the Parish 
Activity Center for a reception.
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“Love Is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive”
The United States Welcomes Pope Francis
Pope Francis has traveled to 

Israel, Brazil and Turkey, among 
other countries throughout the past 
30 months of his papacy. This fall, 
our Holy Father will travel to the 
United States for the 2015 World 
Meeting of Families.

This papal visit will be a historic 
event for the United States. Many 
expect Pope Francis to speak about 
immigration and our responsibility 
as stewards of creation along with 
other current topics of interest.

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, the pontiff will travel from 
Cuba to the United States. The 
following day, the leader of our 
Church and the leader of our country 
will convene at the White House. 
President Obama has called Pope 
Francis “transformative,” publicly 
thanking the pontiff for his moral 
example and his instrumental role 
in furthering relations between the 
United States and Cuba. 

After midday prayer on Sept. 
23 with bishops at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, Pope Francis will 
canonize Blessed Junipero 
Serra, the Spanish Franciscan 
instrumental in establishing the 
California missions, at a Mass in 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. 

In keeping with his reputation 
for the unprecedented, Pope Francis 
will then speak to a joint session of 
the United States Congress on the 
morning of Sept. 24, thus becoming 
the first pope to address Congress.    

Afterwards, Pope Francis 
will visit St. Patrick in the City 

and Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Washington before 
departing for New York City and 
arriving to participate in Vespers at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

On Sept. 25, Pope Francis will 
become the fourth leader of the 
Catholic Church to visit the United 
Nations and speak to the United 
Nations General Assembly. 

From the United Nations, Pope 
Francis will travel to the National 
September 11 Memorial & Museum 
at the World Trade Center site. 
There, he will lead an interfaith 
service for peace.

Despite his limited days on 
American soil, Pope Francis 
designated time to visit Our Lady 
Queen of Angels School in East 
Harlem. The pope will be received by a 
largely immigrant student population 

at this Partnership School, which 
is one of a six-school organization 
devoted to urban Catholic education 
in the communities of South Bronx 
and Harlem.

The celebration of Mass at 
Madison Square Garden concludes 
this last full day in New York City.

After arriving in Philadelphia 
on Sept. 26, Pope Francis will 
celebrate Mass at the Cathedral 
Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul, 
and then speak at Independence 
Hall on immigration and religious 
freedom. 

In the evening, the pope will at 
last arrive at the World Meeting of 
Families 2015, the theme of which, 
chosen by Pope Francis, is “Love 
Is Our Mission: the Family Fully 
Alive.” That evening, he will be 
the guest of honor at the Festival 
of Families.

On Sept. 27, the pope will 
convene with bishops at St. 
Martin’s Chapel at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary before visiting 
the Curran-Fromhold Correctional 
Facility, where he will meet with 
select prisoners and their families. 

In the afternoon, Pope Francis 
returns to the World Meeting 
of Families to celebrate the 
concluding Mass at Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway before departing 
in the evening for Rome. 

As we prepare for the Holy 
Year of Mercy, Pope Francis’ actions 
exemplify for us the Corporal Works 
of Mercy. Let us remember our call 
as Christians to reach out to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.
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Happy New Year!
No, it’s not January yet – but our new church 

bells are ringing in a new year of exciting activities, 
developments and opportunities through our St. 
Raphael Parish School of Religion (PSR)! From the 
opening of our new church, to the pope’s visit to 
the United States, along with many other changes 
here at St. Raphael, the 2015-2016 year will be one to 
remember for our students! 

The PSR program at St. Raphael encompasses 
three divisions of Faith Formation – Religious 
Education for grades one through eight, with classes 
on Monday evenings from 4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Religious Education for 
children ages 3 to 5 (Pre-K and Kindergarten), with 
classes on Sunday mornings from 9:45 am to 11:00 
am; and Home School Religious Education, which 
gives parents everything they need to successfully 
teach their children about our faith in the comfort of 
their homes. The biggest changes this year will be to 
the Preschool and Kindergarten program. 

“There are a lot of new things coming this year 
for PSR,” says Terri Telepak, the PSR Director of 
Religious Education. “For Pre-K and kindergarten, 
class is going to start at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays. We 
hope that the new time will allow parents to get their 
children to class and find a seat at Mass. Traditionally, 
our Preschool classes always involved a lesson about 
our faith, Scripture or Bible study, and an art project. 
Sometimes we’d offer supplemental things like 
taking them to the Prayer Garden, or the library for 
a VeggieTales video to get them up and moving. Now 
with the expanded time, one of the main components 
of every week will be Chapel Time in our former 

convent, the Raphael Center. We’ll take our little 
people there and do an adapted version of the Word 
for Children, where we’ll break open the Gospel for 
that day in an age-appropriate way.”

Along with these updates to the Preschool and 
Kindergarten program, the PSR program will focus 
their attention on what is currently happening in the 
larger Church in the world this year.

“For grades one through eight, there is a lot to 
be said for their Catechesis of Current Events,” Terri 
says. “We teach them to pray for the people and events 
of the world and current needs. The new church will 
also bring many learning opportunities. We’ll be 
doing tours of the church for the kids, to explain the 
stained glass windows, visit the Franciscan chapel, 
and the various areas of the church. They will 
learn a lot about sacred space. We will also learn a 
lot about Family Life because of the pope’s visit to 
the U.S. in September and his focus on praying for 
and supporting families, there is a lot we can do to 
support families through our faith and prayers. Pope 
Francis has declared an Extraordinary Jubilee Year 
of Mercy for this year, so the whole Church will be 
focusing on the Year of Mercy. We will be looking at 
God’s mercy in our life – how we can show mercy to 
others and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and the many things that being merciful entails.”

The new Fall classes officially kick off Sept. 14 
for Grades one through eight, and Sept. 20 for Pre-K 
and Kindergarten classes. Terri and the PSR team 
are always on the lookout for parishioners willing 
to share their faith with our children as catechists or 
classroom aides, so please consider volunteering!

Looking Toward a New and Exciting 
Year for our Parish School of Religion

For more information on all the activities our Parish School of Religion has planned for the coming year, please 
contact Terri Telepak at 440-871-1100, ext. 108 or via email at ttelepak@saintraphaelparish.com.
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Men’s Fellowship have made a tremendous impact in 
his life.

“Participating in this ministry has brought me a more 
calm response to life – more spiritual, praying more to 
the Holy Spirit for guidance and understanding that 
I do have help,” he says. “It has also given me people 
that I can talk to who have that same outlook on life. We 
are able to support each other inside and outside of the 
meeting in the challenges that we face.”

Just as the disciples spent time in community with 
Jesus, growing and learning before beginning their 
work of evangelization, the Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
allows the men of St. Raphael Parish to grow strong 
in their faith in order to become better witnesses of 
Catholic manhood.

“It’s such an opportunity to grow in our faith and 
fellowship, forming us so that we can go out and give in 
other ministries.”

If you are a Catholic man striving to deepen your relationship with God and searching for 
Christian fellowship, please consider joining this ministry. For more information, you can 

contact Carl Feldkircher at 440-892-7812 or cafsr4@gmail.com.


