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Not all journeys take us from one place to 
another. Some journeys start in one place 

and end up right back where they began.
Such has been the case for Peggy Barrett. 

Peggy recently accepted the position of parish 
staff accountant, and says her long history at 
St. Raphael has made starting a new job feel 
like coming home.

“I graduated from St. Bonaventure 
University in 1983, and I’ve been working 
in public accounting and private companies 
throughout my career and now I continue my 
career at the parish.  I grew up in Bay Village, 
attended St. Raphael, and received all my 
sacraments here.  I like to think of St. Raphael 
as home.  My family have been parishioners 
since 1995.”

Take a peek into the parish office and 
you’ll see Peggy busy keeping track of parish 
revenue, going over monthly financial reports, 
paying bills and helping manage expenses. 
Working with different parish ministries and 
assisting school staff, she says the job is always 
different from day to day.

“So many people come in and out of the office 
and you’re always engaging with parishioners,” 
Peggy says. “Because I’ve been here so long, I know 
a lot of them and it’s neat to be on the inside of the 

parish community.  It’s such a vibrant parish filled 
with such spiritual energy that I’m energized each 
and every day.  Working with Father Tim and the 
entire staff is such a blessing and truly fantastic.”

Being involved in parish life is something Peggy 

New Parish Accountant Settling Into Her 
Spiritual Home

St. Raphael’s new accountant, Peggy Barrett, says starting her new job in 
the parish office feels like coming home. Pictured are (from left) son Colin, 
Peggy, husband Mike, daughter Bridget, and Bridget’s husband, Jason. On 
Mike’s lap is Riley, a 7-year-old golden retriever the family has trained as 

a certified therapy dog.
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Labor Day: A Stewardship 
Point of View

Each Labor Day, most of us enjoy 
relaxing and having a good time 

with friends and family. And of 
course, who doesn’t like a day off? 
But as we celebrate the unofficial 
“last day of summer,” we rarely take 
the time to think about the origins 
and meaning of Labor Day. And 
what does the holiday mean to us as 
workers of Catholic faith?

Labor Day is a creation of the labor 
movement, and is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements of 
American workers. It constitutes an 
annual acknowledgment of the many 
contributions that workers have 
made to the strength and prosperity 
of our country. The first Labor Day 
was celebrated in New York City on 
Sept. 5, 1882, in accordance with the 

plans of the Central Labor Union. 
As devoted Catholics continually 

searching for the best way to follow 
Christ in our daily lives, it is good 
for us to consider the spiritual 
significance of Labor Day.

We are all co-workers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, called to the noble mission 
of serving God and others. When we 
are working at our individual places 

of employment, we can always do 
a diligent and honest job, no matter 
what it takes. When serving in parish 
ministries, we can be punctual, 
kind, generous, and faithful to the 
teachings of the Church. When at 
home with our families, we can teach 
our children how to work hard and 
feel proud of a job well done. We can 
also take the time to thank those who 

work hard on our behalf. And when 
we acknowledge the hard work 
performed by mail carriers, and 
retail and food service workers, we 
can make an effort to give those who 
serve us a pat on the back, and show 
our respect for God’s gift of work in 
our lives. 

Blessed Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta encouraged the faithful to 
“do small things with great love.” 
This month, as we celebrate Labor 
Day, try driving to work with a 
rejuvenated, grateful attitude. You 
can also love God as you work hard 
at your job, allowing joy to come into 
your heart. You will experience your 
labor as something that increases 
your dignity as a person, and as 
something that disciplines your 
being – thus sanctifying your soul 
for the glory of your Creator.

St. Joseph, patron of workers, 
pray for us!
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“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything for the glory of God.”

-1 Cor 10:31

We can take the time to 
thank those who work hard 
on our behalf. And when we 
acknowledge the hard work 
performed by mail carriers, 
and retail and food service 
workers, we can make an 

effort to give those who serve 
us a pat on the back, and show 

our respect for God’s gift of 
work in our lives. 
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Stewardship: “This Is the Day the Lord Has 
Made; Let Us Rejoice in It and Be Glad”

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Sometimes, we spend much time looking at, analyzing 
and speaking about the meaning of various passages 

and readings from Holy Scripture. Of course, we need 
to do that – it is important to our spiritual well-being, 
and to have a complete understanding of the messages 
revealed to us in the Word of God. As you are aware, 
most weeks we have four readings as part of our Liturgy 
of the Word – a First Reading, then a Responsorial Psalm, 
a Second Reading, and the Holy Gospel.

The one reading that sometimes is ignored is that 
Psalm. Yet, there are truths and wisdom in the Psalms 
that are worthy of our comments and our recognition. 
Psalm 24 (a song of David) strikes me in particular as one 
rich in meaning for us, especially from the perspective of 
stewardship. It opens, “The earth is the Lord’s and all it 
holds, the world and those who dwell in it.” For me, that 
says everything we believe and provides us with all the 
motivation we need to pursue stewardship as a way of life.

Let us consider how profound that statement – “The 
earth is the Lord’s and all it holds” – really is. If we do 
embrace stewardship as a way of life, we admit and 
accept that everything comes from God and everything 
is God’s. Stewardship is not complicated, although we 
try to make everything complex and complicated, it 
seems. It is, as stated, merely the realization that our 

very existence, our lives, 
our goods all come from 
and in finality belong to 
God. We are the stewards 
of all of this. If we do 
accept that and try to live 
that way, we then tend to 
administer well God’s gifts 
on behalf of God. That is 
all stewardship is.

At the heart of all of this 
is our relationship with the 
Lord. We can also say that 
stewardship is all about 
getting that relationship right. Jesus certainly makes 
reference to stewards and stewardship in the Gospels. 
The English words for “steward” and “stewardship” 
are translations from a Greek word that means “to 
administer what belongs to someone else.”

That is what we do in this life. We receive gifts – we 
are granted the stewardship of time, talent and treasure 
from God. But all of this and all we may be are only 
gifts. Our use of them to serve one another and all those 
around us in our community, our parish and the Church 
Universal is the measure of our stewardship.

In the northern hemisphere, autumn begins on 
Thursday, Sept. 22. This time of year in the Church is 
when everything seems to begin or resume. There is 
another wonderful Psalm that states, “This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad” (Psalm 
118:24). Let us do that together, and let us be good 
stewards together.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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We are proud of our parish. We are proud of the 
many faith-building occasions we are able to 

offer to the people of our parish. On Saturday, Oct. 
1, is one of those chances to experience something 
unique and special. Please make an effort to be with 
us for this exceptional and distinctive event!

Last month, we shared an article in this newsletter 
on the new Family Connections Ministry. In her 
description of the ministry, the coordinator Katie 
Sivak noted, “The mission of Family Connections is 
to unite our faith and our families together within the 
parish community…to help bridge the gaps among 
the parish, the school, and the Parish School of 
Religion.” However, she also stated in addition, “We 
hope to provide a way for many talented people to 
bring amazing things to our parish.”

One of those “amazing things” is occurring this 
month. On the morning of Saturday, Oct. 1, Dr. John 

Wood will be conducting a three-hour workshop 
based upon his book Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary 
Mission: 5 Steps to Winning the War Within, as well 
as his other experiences as a Catholic, a doctor, an 
outstanding athlete in high school and college, a 
father and husband, and especially as a Catholic who 
brings light to all those with whom he has contact.

“This is not our normal Family Connections 
happening – this is beyond that,” Katie says. “It is 
difficult to imagine someone any more extraordinary 
coming to St. Raphael. I know that my appeal may 
seem a bit controversial, but if there is a time to miss 
the soccer game, the dance lesson, or another activity, 
this is it. This is for the whole family ages 12 and up. 
There is no charge to attend, and child care will be 
available for younger children.”

“When I came to an understanding of what it meant 
to be a good father and a good and loving husband, I 

“A Passion That Is Contagious”
Dr. John Wood Presentation at St. Raphael on Saturday, Oct. 1

Dr. John Wood at his home parish Dr. John Wood and wife, Kristin

“It is difficult to experience John Wood without being moved and without being 
changed. John has such a deep passion and love for the faith. He is inspiring with 

his message of the Universal Call to Holiness.” – Katie Sivak
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“A Passion That Is Contagious”
Dr. John Wood Presentation at St. Raphael on Saturday, Oct. 1

realized that I had a higher calling,” Dr. Wood says. “It 
is my charge as a Catholic and in the many roles I find 
myself to pass on the faith, to be truly a disciple of Christ. 
At Baptism, the newly baptized receives a candle – it is 
presented to the parents and godparents for the child. 
That light represents the light of Christ. It is the light of 
our faith. Our job as parents and godparents, and then 
as the baptized himself or herself, is to keep that light 
burning brightly, and to share that light with others. 
That is what I am trying to do.”

Dr. Wood’s style is not to just talk to those 
attending – his presentations are mixed in with 
musical experiences and other methods to involve and 
maintain the interest and attention of the audience. 
The Saturday, Oct. 1, conference begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and will conclude at 12:30 p.m. 

“The first session basically takes my book 5 Steps 
to Winning the War Within, and takes people through 

the five steps, ways to strengthen and maintain their 
faith,” Dr. Wood says. “Interspersed throughout 
is music appropriate to the theme of that section. 
The musicians are Rachel Ann and Cassandra, both 
accomplished instrumentalists and vocalists. They 
really present music as the language of the soul. The 
second session deals with how we can share that light 
we have been given as baptized Catholics.”

“We will have snacks and drinks available during 
the break,” Katie adds. “It is difficult to experience 
John Wood without being moved and without being 
changed. John has such a deep passion and love for 
the faith. He is inspiring with his message of the 
Universal Call to Holiness.”

On Friday, Sept. 30, Dr. John Wood will also be 
doing two completely different and shorter sessions 
at our school, one for those in K-4, and one for those 
in fifth to eighth grades.

If you would like more information on this very special presentation, please 
contact the parish office at 440-871-1100, or email Katie Sivak at 

familyconnections@saintraphaelparish.com. 

Musician and vocalist Cassandra AcreeMusician and vocalist Rachel Ann
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St. Gregory the Great: Laboring for the 
Kingdom of God

Sept. 3 is the feast day of St. Gregory the Great. Perhaps 
it is no coincidence that the Feast of St. Gregory also 

falls around the time when Americans make our national 
observance of Labor Day. While a shining example of 
Christian virtue, St. Gregory the Great also sheds light on 
the fuller value and purpose of labor and human work.

St. Gregory was born in Rome around 540 to a wealthy 
family, with several family members noted for holiness 
of life. He was raised and educated during times of great 
trial, both for the Church in general, and for Rome, a city 
besieged by several waves of barbarians.

Gregory was made prefect of Rome at a young age. 
He struggled with the call to give all in following Christ, 
but finally chose a monastic life, donating his estates to 
the founding of monasteries. His three years of monastic 
seclusion were some of the most enjoyable of his life.

Once Gregory was ordained as a deacon, he was 
sent to the Court of Byzantium as ambassador, where he 
struggled greatly with the court’s worldly atmosphere. 
Having provided, with some difficulty, six years of 
faithful service to the court, he was joyfully re-called to 
Rome. Gregory was appointed abbot of St. Andrew’s 
Monastery, which under his leadership, produced many 
monks who were later renowned for holiness of life. He 
was later chosen to be a missionary to England. This 
demonstrates how highly regarded Gregory must have 
been by this time, for after he was sent away, an uprising 
immediately arose among the populace of Rome. A team 
of messengers was then dispatched to bring him back, 
which they successfully did.

The death of Pope Pelagius II in 590 led to Gregory 
being immediately chosen by the clergy and people of 
Rome as the pope’s successor. Some sources suggest 
that Gregory was dragged from his bed, while others 
maintain that he fled from the city and hid for three days.

Despite his initial unwillingness to accept the burden 
of the papacy, Gregory spent the final 14 years of his life 
devoting all of his energy towards his work as pope. 

Gregory’s life produced fruit that would continue to 
mature for centuries to come – guidance for the care of 
souls, reformation of the liturgy, sending missionaries 
to spread faith abroad, and much more. He is arguably 
one of the greatest foundational supports of medieval 

Europe, and thus, of our own society today.
Americans celebrate Labor Day, the yearly tribute 

given to our country’s workers. The day’s purpose is to 
remind us of the real social and economic contributions 
made through the early Labor Movement, up to workers 
in the present day. 

As Catholics, we can also celebrate Labor Day with a 
deeper Christian understanding of its purpose.

Jesus spoke often about “the Kingdom of God,” and 
He taught us that it is already here – however, not in 
its perfect, final form. Christians receive the Kingdom 
at baptism, and they also build it inside themselves 
through the varied ways of working to grow in personal 
holiness. They also work to build the kingdom, just as 
Gregory did, by offering Christ-like service in all areas 
of their lives. Thus, in our own Christian lives, we 
continue the same work that St. Gregory performed, 
and to which all of us are called, in the building of the 
Kingdom of God.
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Flocknote is a new, user-friendly 
e-tool for parish communications. 
“Anyone signed up in 

Flocknote can choose to receive 
communications from the parish 
by email or text on a smartphone,” 
Deacon Mark Cunningham says. 
“Flocknote has several benefits for 
both the parish and the parishioner. 
First, it’s a good way for the 
pastoral staff to broadcast general 
updates about parish news and 
events. Second, it’s an easy way for 
ministries to communicate specifics 
about their activities. Another 
benefit is that parishioners have 
complete control over what ministry 
communications they receive – 
they can subscribe to any ministry 
they’re interested in, and they can 
unsubscribe at any time.”

It’s really simple to sign up to 
receive Flocknote communications. 
Here are three ways to get connected 
to St. Raphael with Flocknote:

1. Go to the parish website at 
www.saintraphaelparish.com and 
click the Flocknote Sign-Up Button, 
or

2. Text src to 84576 from your 
phone – a return text will guide you 
through the sign up, or

3. Scan the Flocknote QR Code 
included in this article

Flocknote communications can 
include document attachments 
and hyperlinks to videos or 
other websites. They can also 
include simple surveys and event 
notifications with RSVP capability. 
These features make it easier for 
ministry leaders to plan their 
activities and for parishioners to 
give instant feedback. There is 
also a simple “comment” feature 
that enables anyone receiving a 
Flocknote to make an immediate 
public or private reply. Public 

comments on any particular 
Flocknote can be seen by everyone 
who originally received the note, 
which is a neat feature that enables 
public discussion about the note.

Our ministry leaders had the 
opportunity to begin working with 
Flocknote in February, and several 
ministries are already using it. The 
sign-up button was put on the parish 
website earlier this year.  

“We’ve had several parishioners 
already sign up because they came 
across the button on our website” 
Deacon Mark says. “So even before 
our official rollout to the parish this 
fall, every ministry in Flocknote 
has already seen some interested 
parishioners signing up.” 

Flocknote is now “officially” 
available to all parishioners. Follow 
the simple steps included with this 
article to sign up and begin receiving 
parish e-communications.

Flocknote Offers Communication Ease

Flocknote has several benefits for both the parish and the 
parishioner. First, it’s a good way for the pastoral staff to 
broadcast general updates about parish news and events. 

Second, it’s an easy way for ministries to communicate specifics 
about their activities. Another benefit is that parishioners have 

complete control over what ministry communications they 
receive – they can subscribe to any ministry they’re interested 

in, and they can unsubscribe at any time. 
– Deacon Mark Cunningham

Anyone with 
questions about 
Flocknote may 
contact Deacon 

Mark Cunningham 
at 440-871-1100.

The Flocknote QR code
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

calls “a family thing.” Her parents, Ron and Annabelle 
Patton, have been parishioners for more than 50 years. 
Wife to Mike and mom to grown children, Bridget 
and Colin, Peggy also serves as a Eucharistic Minister. 
In addition, she has been involved with the Social 
Concerns ministry and helped run the Thanksgiving 
pumpkin pie drive for many years. 

In late August, the family’s connection to St. Raphael 
was furthered when Bridget married Jason Azocar in a 
ceremony officiated by Fr. Tim.

In their spare time, Peggy says she enjoys working 
out and caring for the family’s certified therapy dog, 

a 7-year-old golden retriever named Riley. Riley has 
helped children at Normandy Elementary School with 
their reading skills and has visited children at the 
Cleveland Clinic in the past.

“Children that have difficulty reading will read to 
Riley,” Peggy says. “It’s less intimidating than reading 
in front of a class. To see their progress and how much 
more comfortable and happy they are, it’s really 
something. That’s been my passion over the last couple 
of years.”

Stop in and say “hello” to Peggy next time you’re in 
the parish office!

New Parish Accountant Settling Into Her Spiritual Home  
continued from front cover


