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in the womb of St. Anne that the 
Immaculate Conception took 

place. Unlike her experience 
with Jesus, Our Lady was 

conceived in the natural 
way by her parents.

The Annunciation and the 
Immaculate Conception 
are, however, connected. 
When Mary was a 
young woman, the Angel 
Gabriel came to her and 
said, “Hail favored one! 
The Lord is with you.”

But she was greatly 
troubled at what was 
said and pondered what 
sort of greeting this 
might be. Then the angel 
said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with 
God.” (Luke 1:28-30). St. 
Gabriel’s words make 

n Sunday, December 8th,  
Catholics around the world 

will celebrate the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
Pope Pius IX proclaimed 
on December 8, 1854, 
that  “The most Blessed 
Virgin Mary was, from 
the moment of her 
conception, by the 
singular grace and 
privilege of Almighty 
God and by the merits of 
Jesus Christ, savior of the 
human race, preserved 
from the stain of original 
sin.”1 

This event is often 
confused with the 
Annunciation, when 
Mary conceived Jesus.  
According to tradition, 
Mary was the daughter 
of St. Anne and St. 
Joachim, and it was 
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My dear friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that 
Jesus is at the heart of this beautiful season.  God sent His only 
begotten Son to inspire and encourage us in our spiritual lives.  
The Incarnation, God taking on flesh in Jesus, touches lives 
all around us and gives life a fuller meaning and purpose.  
We experience this presence in the innocence of a newborn; 
a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and talents; a 
student returning home for the holidays; the single person 
who has found they really make a difference; the love of a 
newly married couple; an older couple at peace with life and 
each other.  The Incarnation, that powerful gift of God made 
present, is here for all of us.  Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s 
presence with us.  Know that you will be remembered in our 
Masses and prayers this Holy Season.
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MASSES:

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday (December 24):
4:00 p.m. Masses Church/PAC
8:00 p.m. Mass 
10:00 p.m. Mass 

Christmas Day 
Tuesday (December 25):
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 

December 7   – 3:00-4:00 p.m.      
December 8   – 9:15-9:45 a.m./11:15-11:45 a.m.
December 14 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.
December 21 – 2:30-4:00 p.m.
December 22 – 9:15-9:45 a.m./11:15-11:45 a.m.
December 28 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE:  

December 15 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Combined with our Cluster Parishes – 
Holy Spirit, St. Joseph and St. Raphael Parishes

Day after Christmas 
(December 26):
7:45 a.m.  Mass   

Solemnity of Mary (January 1):
Holy Day of Obligation – Mary, 
Mother of God
Vigil Mass December 31
5:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses January 1
9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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Celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception

By Maggie Brady
Did You Know...?

• Our Lady, under her title of 
the Immaculate Conception, 
is the patron saint of the 
United States. The Basilica 
of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C., is the 
largest Catholic church in 
North America and one of 
the 10 largest in the world.

• The Immaculate Conception 
is prefigured in the Old 
Testament. The Ark of the 
Covenant was the sacred 
dwelling place for the 
presence of God with the 
Jewish people. Mary, whose 
body was the dwelling place 
of Emmanuel, “God With 
Us,” was equally holy. 

How can we respond to friends and family who object to the teaching on Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception as somehow taking away from the unique role of Christ? Here’s an easy way to explain it. 

Imagine you’re walking along and fall into a muddy pit. Someone reaches in and saves you by pulling you 
out. You’re covered in dirt, but at least you’re not stuck down there anymore! That’s how life is for all of us. 
We’re sinners, but we aren’t hopeless anymore. 

Now imagine a woman comes along and is about to fall in the pit too – but at the last moment, someone 
grabs her and prevents her from falling. She too needed a Savior, but He saved her before she got a face full of 
mud. If you’d do that for your mother, why wouldn’t Jesus do the same thing for His? 

clear Mary was already specially blessed, even before 
saying “yes” to becoming the mother of Christ.

Mary’s life was one of complete devotion to her 
calling. She raised Jesus, then let Him go about his 
Father’s work. She witnessed Jesus’ passion and 
crucifixion. How devastated Mary must have been 
at this time but she never questioned God’s will for 
His Son. Mary also accepted God’s will for herself, 
always. All through Jesus’ life Mary was there, often 
in the background, loving and supporting Him on 
His journey to the cross. She never faltered. No stain 
of sin touched her soul from the moment of her 
conception until her death.

In many countries the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception is celebrated with traditions related to 
the fact that Mary was conceived without sin. These 
customs are often family-oriented and promote 
household devotion to Our Lady. Perhaps, your 
family might be interested in and benefit from 
celebrating some of the traditions associated with the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception.

Some traditions revolve around food and 
flowers. Praying the Magnificat before 
dinner and saying the rosary as a family 
is a perfect way to honor Mary on this 
feast day. Serving meals consisting of all-
white food is customary in many countries. 
Placing flowers, especially white flowers in 
your home is another way to honor Mary. 
If your family enjoys gardening, you might 
consider planting a Mary garden. You could 
plant a white rose bush to start and then 
add plants and flowers of your choice. 

I believe taking some time for Mary on 
her feast day amid the hustle and bustle of 
Christmas preparations is a good idea. It 
allows us to slow down a bit and also honor 
Our Lady. December 8th this year might be 
a good day to begin a new holiday tradition 
in your home. O Mary, conceived without 
sin, pray for those who have recourse to 
thee.
*1: CCC, no. 491
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by Fr. Joe Krupp

Q: DEAR FATHER JOE: I’ve read a lot of talk 
online that, according to a recent study, most 
Catholics don’t understand Church teaching 
about the Eucharist or don’t believe in it. 
People seem very sad and angry about this 
and as I read all the comments, I wondered if I 
believe the right thing. Please help, I want to be 
a good Catholic.

A: God bless you! Your email was like many I 
have received in the past few days and, this 
concern is so common that we decided to jump 
a few topics and get after this as soon as we 
could. So, we’ll start right off by looking at the 
poll, what it revealed, and then what we, as 
Catholics, believe about the Eucharist. 

First, what did the poll reveal? 

Thirty-one percent of Catholics interviewed 
stated that they believe the Church’s teaching 
about transubstantiation, 69 percent stated 
that they “believe the bread and wine are only 
symbols.” 

Now, take that 69 percent who stated they 
believe the bread and wine are only symbols, 
and you find that 43 percent of them believe 
that this is what the Church teaches. 

What does this tell us? In my opinion, it 
reveals not so much a willful disagreement 
with the Church on a core doctrine as a 
misunderstanding of what the Church teaches.

So let’s look at a quick summary of 
transubstantiation, the Church’s explanation 
for the bread and wine actually becoming 
the reality of the body and blood of Christ. 
I’m going to try to explain simply some fairly 
complex theological and philosophical truths 
using an analogy, so stick with me on this. 

We start with the idea of 
you, a human. Every human 
being — every person — has 
elements to him or her that 
are visible and some that 
are invisible. The visible 
part of you, and me, is an 
external reality we share 
with everyone we meet. Most 
humans follow the basic 
human form: we physically 
look like humans and share 
more visible traits than we 
don’t. 

The invisible parts are more 
of an “internal reality.” We 
commonly describe this as 
our soul, or spirit, or nature, 
or heart. (Just to name a few, 
and these are not theological 
terms!) This is a way of saying 
that we are completely unique 
in many ways. We all have 
strengths and weaknesses, we 
are varying levels of patient 
or happy or smart — all these 
sort of “internal” traits that 
make us unique are from 
the invisible part of us. They 
are what we might call our 
substance. 

What is true of you, is also 
true of other things: there is 
an element that is visible to 
the world and a core element 
of it that is not visible.

Now, let’s go back to the Last Supper that Jesus shared 
with his disciples. What we believe is that, at the sacred 
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moment, Jesus took the bread and 
changed its substance. The outside 
of it (form) stayed the same, but 
the wheat and water that made it 
bread (substance) was changed 
into Christ’s very body. 

This is what transubstantiation 
is: “transforming the substance.” 
Jesus did the same thing with the 
wine, too, as it became his blood. 
We believe that, at every Mass we 
pray, we join in Christ’s eternal 
sacrifice. And as we re-present 
the sacrifice, the priest becomes in 
persona Christi (in the person of 
Christ), and the substance of the 
bread and wine is transformed 
from bread into the very flesh and 
blood of Christ. And not just his 
body and blood, but every aspect 
of who Christ is: his body, blood, 
soul and divinity are fully present 
in each element of the Eucharist. 

Why did he do this? For a lot of 
reasons, but as he showed us in 
the Incarnation, it is all part of the 
way his love works — he enters 
every element of our experience 
and transforms it. Christ took 
something our bodies need (food) 
and transformed it into something 
our souls need — him! 

In this, Christ literally enters us in 
a way that feeds both parts of the 
human experience — the body and 
the soul.

This is a miracle of love, and I think that part of the reason 
some Catholics say they don’t believe it is not because they 

were never taught it, but because it is so 
unbelievably miraculous and shocking that 
they just assume they were taught wrong. 

I did a very small, unscientific poll with 
random parishioners throughout the week. 
I asked them about transubstantiation and 
it was definitely a word they struggled 
with. However, as the conversation 
continued, I asked them what happens to 
the bread and wine we offer at Mass and 
every person I asked but one said that it 
becomes the body and blood of Christ. 

I share this to help us put things in context. 
I think at least some of the confusion is 
that our Church language is confusing 
in today’s world. We use different 
words differently in the Roman Catholic 
Church and, frankly, it’s often that 
misunderstanding that is reflected in such 
polls. 

The key is this: the Eucharist should 
transform us, and it takes more than 
proper theology for that transformation to 
occur in us. Our pride, anger, stubbornness 
can work against the miracle that Jesus 
gives us. We need to approach the 
Eucharist with great reverence, devotion 
and love and let that change how we see 
and treat everyone we encounter. 

Enjoy another day in God’s presence. 

‘”In the Know with Father Joe.” Reprinted 
from Northeast Ohio Catholic magazine 
(Sep-Oct, 2019), with the permission of the 
Diocese of Cleveland. 
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s the Holiday Season approaches, this 
time of year is when many begin to 
contemplate certain financial planning 
decisions, including their annual 

charitable gifts.  Perhaps you are one of those 
persons, and are prayerfully considering a 
charitable gift to St. Raphael Parish given 
its importance to you, your family and the 
community.  There are a few ways to satisfy a 
charitable gift, each with different advantages 
and features:

Gift of cash.  Giving cash is easy.  You  can 
either simply write a check payable to St. 
Raphael Parish and send it to the parish before 
the end of the year - or, alternatively, you 
can make a one-time cash gift by visiting the 
parish’s website at www.saintraphaelparish.com 
and selecting “Online Giving.”

You may be entitled to a charitable income 
tax deduction for the full value of the gift 
on your income tax return, but you should 
consult with your tax advisor to help make that 
determination.

Gift of long-term appreciated securities.  
Charitable gifts of long-term appreciated 
securities (i.e. securities you have held for longer 
than one year) can also be advantageous.  You 
simply transfer your long-term appreciated 
security from your brokerage or custody 
account directly to the parish.  You may receive 
an immediate charitable income tax deduction 
of the full fair market value of your contribution, 
and most significantly, any capital gains tax will 
have been eliminated.

You should consult with your tax advisor to 
determine if this type of charitable gift is right 
for you.

Are You Considering 
A Charitable Gift 
This Year?

Using a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to 
make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  If 
you have attained age 70 ½, you may likely be faced 
with an RMD from your IRA.  You can make a QCD 
of up to $100,000 of your RMD, to St. Raphael Parish 
without including the distribution in your income.  The 
rules applicable to QCDs from IRAs are very specific.  
Before you decide whether you should make such 
a gift, please consult your tax advisor to determine if 
you qualify, and if such a gift makes sense given your 
particular situation.

If you wish to learn more about gifting strategies to 
St. Raphael Parish – including information on what 
you can do now and also how you can remember St. 
Raphael in your estate plan - please visit the parish 
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com, or contact 
Kris McGivney at 440-871-1100, or via email at 
legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com.

A



St. Raphael
PSR: Bringing Christ to Our Children
by Joy Horvath

Every Monday afternoon and evening during the 
school year, elementary school children gather to 
learn about our Catholic Christian faith through 
our Parish School of Religion (PSR).  On January 
11-12, you will be able to see displays of their 
work, talk with teachers about the curriculum, and 
purchase baked goods to support special needs 
student materials.  I spoke with Terri Telepak, 
Pastoral Associate and Director of Religious 
Education, about the program.

Participation numbers are impressive.  Over 
500 students attend classes either on Monday 
afternoon or evening, taught by 36 dedicated 
faculty.  Fifty additional children are enrolled as 
home-schooling students, under the tutelage of 
their parents, who check in with Terri Telepak 
several times a year.  Eighth grade confirmation 
candidates often work with preschool classes on 
Sunday mornings.  Some high school students 
volunteer as aides.  Parents are involved as room 
parents, parking lot directors, bakers, and special 
project coordinators.  Also under the umbrella of 
PSR are the Sunday morning 3-year old, 4-year old, 
and kindergarten classes.  Terri is especially proud 
of the Special Needs program, which encourages 
inclusion of children who have autism, Asperger’s 
syndrome, and Downs syndrome, among others.  
Special adaptive materials are made available to 
teachers, students, and parents.

The faculty includes many active and retired 
teachers and school administrators, although 
many are not.  All are trained in Religious 

A very faithful version of the St. Raphael church done by the PSR kids!

Education at the Diocesan level.  Of course, 
the ultimate goal would be to complete 
certification in Religious Education through 
the Diocese, and many of our teachers hold 
that credential.  There is an experienced 
teacher-coordinator for each grade level, and 
workbook materials and teacher’s manuals for 
guidance.  

What do our children learn in PSR classes?  
First and foremost, they are instructed in the 
tenets of our faith:  God’s marvelous creation 
and love, Jesus’s life and message, The Bible, 
the sacraments.  There’s a workbook, some 
homework, and opportunities for creative 
expression.  The second grade classes are 
involved in constructing a miniature interior 
of St. Raphael Church, with themselves sitting 
in the pews.  Third graders study and make 
Advent wreaths.  Second and fifth graders 
make personal rosaries.  Seventh graders 
design and name their own churches.  All 
these projects and more will be on view in the 
January displays in the lunchroom.

Continued on page 8

“If we don’t teach our children to follow 
Christ, the world will teach them not to.”

Beyond the class work, PSR students are 
encouraged to develop an attitude of charity 
through participation in various Parish-wide 
projects: Blanket Sunday, the Thanksgiving 
Food Collection, the Neighbors Who Care 
Collection at Easter.  The preschool nursing 
home Adopt-a-Grandparent program provides 
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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gifts for residents.  One woman once requested 
handsome actor Hugh Jackman’s photo and 
autograph, and a resourceful parent was able to 
track that down!  At Christmas, each grade level 
adopts a child for the Adopt-a-Family program.  
The children pool their funds to purchase gifts 
for that one child.  There’s joyful anticipation as 
they purchase and wrap the gifts!  

The PSR program is teaching about Christ on 
our behalf, so what can we do to support this 
vital mission?  First, give our volunteers and 
children prayerful support.  On January 11-12, 

PSR: Bringing Christ To Our Children
Continued from page 7

stop into the lunchroom and talk with the faculty 
who will be there to answer questions; they need 
to know that their efforts are meaningful for 
all of us.  While you’re there, buy some baked 
goods.  Profits are used to purchase Special 
Needs Adaptive Education kits   (The Christmas 
cookies will be gone, and you’ll be in the mood 
for something sweet!).  

If you’re interested in helping in one of the 
classrooms, consider becoming personally 
involved either as a teacher or an assistant.  Terri 
says that some grade level classes are bursting 
with students, and could use another volunteer 
teacher.


