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hristmas 2020. What does it mean to 
you? This Christmas certainly will be 

unlike any other we have celebrated in 
recent years. As we come together with 
our closest loved ones we have a choice: 
seek the joy of Christmas, of God’s love 
for us, or spend the day in sadness for 
the heartache and losses of the past year. 
Whatever our circumstances, turning to 
prayer always helps.

Perhaps this Christmas will be spent alone 
due to illness or the need to quarantine. 
This is especially true for the elderly and 
those with chronic illnesses. Perhaps we 
will be unable to enjoy the presence of 
all those we usually visit with during 
the Christmas holiday. Perhaps we will 
struggle with issues of unemployment 
and overdue bills. So many of us have 
experienced many such difficulties 
throughout this past year. Again, we must 
turn to prayer for comfort and strength.

The month of December is the perfect 
time to prepare for Christ’s coming. God 
gave each and everyone of us the gift of 
Jesus, His Son, who died on the cross for 
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our sins. The days of December allow us to reflect upon all that 
God has given to us, and to express gratitude for that which we 
have received. Unlike the innkeepers in Bethlehem so long ago, 
we can surely find room in our hearts for the loving gift God has 
given us, the gift of His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

One way we can welcome the Infant Jesus into our hearts this 
Christmas is to help clean and sanitize our church as Masses 
continue during Advent and the Christmas season. If you are 
willing and able to help out, please call the parish office.

God Bless each and everyone of us during this holy time of year.

"She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn,” (Luke 2:7)

“The Star of Bethlehem” 
Sir Edward Burne-Jones, circa 1887-1891
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Christmas Eve Thursday (December 24):
4:00 p.m. Mass
8:00 p.m. Mass 
10:00 p.m. Mass 

Christmas Day Friday (December 25):
10:00 a.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass

December 26, Saturday
4:30 p.m.  Mass

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 

December 5   – 3:00-4:00 p.m.      
December 8   – 5:00-7:00 p.m.

This year, please look toward the Octave of Christmas. There are multiple opportunities available 
for your family’s celebration of Christmas.  Plan, prepare, and pick a date that will work best for 
you and your family.

December 27, Sunday
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass

December 28, Monday
9:15 a.m. Mass
7:00 p.m. Mass

December 29, Tuesday
9:15 a.m. Mass
7:00 p.m. Mass

December 30, Wednesday
9:15 a.m. Mass

December 31, Thursday
9:15 a.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

Solemnity of Mary 
(January 1):
Mary, Mother of God
9:15 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass

MASSES:

As Christians worldwide prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ 
on December 25th, the old theory will undoubtedly resurface 
again: Was Jesus born in the spring? Is the Christmas celebration 
just a holdover from the days of Roman paganism?

Many Catholics are familiar with this urban legend on some 
level, and they’ve heard the same story about Easter. These 
theories are an attempt to undermine Christianity that have 
proven persuasive to some. However, the historical evidence is 
lacking.

The claim that Christmas is just a slight modification of a pagan 
holiday is rooted in the fact that the ancient Romans celebrated a 
raucous, booze-fueled festival called Saturnalia from December 
17th of each year. This festival, which some historians believe 
eventually extended to December 23rd, honored the Roman god 
Saturn, the god of agriculture. The ancient Romans believed 
their harvests were at the mercy of Saturn, and so they engaged 
in religious rituals like binding a statue of Saturn’s feet with 
wool, which they would remove on December 17th.

December 12 – 2:30-4:00 p.m.
December 13 – 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Important note: Dates and times are subject to change due to COVID-19 response. 
Please visit our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for the latest updates.

December 19 – 2:30-4:00 p.m.
December 26 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.



My dear friends in Christ,

Christmas is such a glorious time of the year!  The 
joy that resonates through the season is such an 
incredible blessing.  May we never lose sight of the 
encouraging gift of the Father sending His Son, 
Jesus, born of Mary.  May this mystery continue to 
fill our hearts with joy.

When Mary was about to give birth to Jesus, there 
was no room in the inn.  They found a manger; 
and it was there that Christ was born, Emmanuel, 
God with us!

This Christmas, we continue to be immersed in the 
pandemic.  We find ourselves lamenting,  “When 
will this end?”… “When will this “go-away?”  
In the midst of this pandemic, may we all be 
reminded that a light has shown in the darkness.  
Heaven touches earth.  The God of the Universe 
comes to us in a messy stable through the tiny 
hands of an infant lying in a manger.

Like Mary and Joseph, here at St. Raphael, 
too, there is not enough room in the inn!  The 
celebration of Christmas this year won’t be 
standing room only, parking at Heinen’s or at 
the strip mall or on side streets.  The Church has 
a  limited capacity—250 (25%) in the Church; 200 
over-flow in the PAC and another 100 over-flow in 
the Lunch Room.  

This year I ask all our families to be creative.

I ask that our families look toward the Octave 
of Christmas which is eight sequential days—
December 25 (Christmas Day) to January 1 (New 
Year’s Day) and choose one of those days to 
celebrate Christmas as a family.  Christmas is 
celebrated for an entire week every year!  There 
are several Masses scheduled for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day.  We will also add evening 
Masses on Monday, December 28, and Tuesday, 
December 29, at 7:00 p.m.  The Christmas Season 
ends with the Baptism of the Lord on January 
10th.  There are multiple opportunities available 
for your family’s celebration of Christmas.  The 
obligation to attend Mass is still suspended but we 
encourage you to attend Mass in person or online.  
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Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor

Please know that all our celebrations will be 
livestreamed.

It is a challenge to move away from your 
family’s traditions that you cherish and 
celebrate each year.  Make Christmas just as 
special and allow your change to help you 
have a deeper awareness of what the Lord has 
done for us; how He chose to love us in such a 
radical yet very personal way.  

We celebrate the birth of our Savior and His 
intense and immense love for us.  Whatever 
time or day you choose, let Jesus touch your 
heart and soul and enliven your spirit with His 
great warmth and love.

Remember to please help the parish financially 
as we rely on our Christmas offering to help us 
with our annual budget.

You are a blessing!  May you enjoy a beautiful 
Christmas this year and know you remain in 
my thoughts, heart, and prayers.

God bless and keep you,
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The Catholic Church canonizes people of both 
genders, every nationality and race, as models of 
faith and holiness.  Many have lived to great old age; 
some have died as martyrs.  Here are a few notable 
Black saints.  St. Martin de Porres is familiar, but St. 
Josephine Bakhita and the Ugandan Martyrs are also 
worth celebrating.  

St. Martin de Porres was the first 
Black saint of the Americas.  His 
Feast Day is November 3, and 
he is the patron of mixed race 
persons, barbers, public health 
workers and innkeepers.

Juan Martín de Porres Velázquez 
was born in Lima, Peru in 1579, 
the son of a Spanish nobleman 
and a freed slave from Panama.  
The father abandoned the 
family early, so Martin and 
his sister grew up in extreme 
poverty.  After only two years 
of formal education, Martin was 
apprenticed to a barber/surgeon.  
As a youth, he was noted for his 
Christian piety and devotion 
to prayer.  Hoping to enter religious life, he applied 
to the Dominican Priory in Lima at age 15, but was 
denied entry because of his mixed-race origins.  
Instead, he volunteered as a donado, that is, one 
who does the Brothers’ menial labor in exchange for 
living in the monastery and wearing a monk’s habit.  
He was a barber, kitchen and laundry worker, and 
almoner (overseeing distribution of alms to the poor).  
After 8 years, the Prior turned a blind eye to Peru’s 
racial laws and allowed Martin to take vows in the 
community. 

St. Martin de Porres’ greatest works were evident in 
the infirmary.  He had unfailing patience and skill 
in caring for the sick, and compassion for all who 
suffered, regardless of social standing.  He took 
the sick and infirm off the streets and into his own 
rooms at the Priory.  He founded an orphanage for 
abandoned children and slaves, and a children’s 
hospital.  At his sister’s house in Lima, he established 
an animal hospital and shelter for stray pets.  

Black Saints Enrich Our Faith
Many miraculous cures were attributed to him, both 
within and outside of the monastery.  Some reported 
healing simply from glasses of water offered by Martin.  
During an epidemic in Lima, many of the friars were 
quarantined without medical care. Martin passed 
through the locked doors to care for his sick brothers, 

but was disciplined for breaking the 
rules about contact.  His response: 
“Forgive my error, and please 
instruct me, for I did not know 
that the precept of obedience took 
precedence over that of charity.”  He 
was allowed to continue his work 
unimpeded.

Martin de Porres died in 1639 at 
the age of 59, greatly revered by 
his fellow religious and the general 
population.  When his body was 
displayed before his burial, people 
were permitted to snip tiny pieces 
of fabric from his habit to keep as 
relics; three habits were thus taken 
from his body before his interment.  
He was beatified in 1837, and 
canonized in 1962.  

The name of this saint should be familiar to Clevelanders 
because of St. Martin de Porres High School on the 
near East Side, which serves low-income students.  In 
addition, Catholic Charities maintains a St. Martin de 
Porres Family Center in the Glenville neighborhood, 
which provides social services.  

St. Josephine Bakhita (1869-1947) is an outstanding 
example of Christian hope.  Her feast day is February 
8, and she is the patron saint of Sudan, and of human 
trafficking survivors.  

Born in the Darfur region of Sudan, Josephine was 
kidnapped by Arab slave traders at age 8, and sold as a 
slave 12 times in 12 years.  She experienced great cruelty 
and beatings, until she was ultimately sold to the Italian 
Vice Consul in Sudan.  When he returned to Italy, he 
took her with his family.  There, Josephine was well-
treated, and tended the couple’s young daughter.  

When the parents travelled to Sudan for business, they 
temporarily left Josephine and their daughter with the 

By Joy Horvath

St. Martin de Porres
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Canossian Sisters in Venice.  From the Sisters, Josephine 
learned about God, and discerned a call to follow Christ.  
When the family expected her to return to Sudan, she 
refused.  The Mother Superior of the Order and the 
Cardinal of Venice both went to court on her behalf, and 
were successful in having her declared free.  For the first 
time in her life, Josephine could make her own decisions.  
She chose to remain at the convent.  She was given the 
sacraments of initiation by Fr. Giuseppe Sarto, who would 
later become Pope Pius X.  

After her final vows, she was sent to Schio, Italy, where she 
spent the remaining 45 years of her life.  Cook, doorkeeper, 
and sacristan, she was known to be gentle, charismatic 
and calm, especially during the WWII years.  During her 
lifetime, she helped prepare young sisters for missionary 
work in Africa, as “her mind was always on God, and her 
heart in Africa.”  

A young Sister once 
asked Josephine what 
she might do if she 
met her captors.  She 
responded without 
hesitation, “If I were 
to meet those who 
kidnapped me, and 
even those who tortured 
me, I would kneel and 
kiss their hands.  For, 
if these things had not 
happened, I would not 
have been a Christian 
and a religious today.”

Saint Josephine Bakhita was canonized in Sudan in 2000 by 
Pope John Paul II.  She is the inspiration for a partnership 
between Ohio women religious and non-profit groups 
who combat human trafficking by providing educational 
programs and exposing trafficking operations.

The Uganda Martyrs (1886)—22 Catholic men 
and boys--were canonized in 1964 by Pope 
Paul VI, and their Feast Day is June 3.  The 
Uganda Martyrs are patron saints of African 
youth, converts, and torture victims.  Their 
martyrdom, along with 23 Anglican Christian 
martyrs, is considered the spark that ignited 
the flame of Christianity in modern Africa.  
In Uganda today, 85% of the population is 
Christian, both Catholic and Protestant.  

In 1885, against the backdrop of the 
colonization of Africa by European powers, the 

king of Uganda invited Western missionaries to 
come educate his subjects and teach them about 
religion.  From 1877 to 1879 French Catholic White 
Fathers and the Anglican Missionary Society were 
very successful in instructing, baptizing, and 
confirming many Ugandans.  A change of regime 
forced the missionaries to leave from 1881 to 1884.  
Another regime change allowed them to return, 
upon which they found many more Catholic 
faithful than when they left because of believers 
like St. Charles Lwanga, who evangelized during 
that period.  

Yet another regime change brought a king who 
was suspicious of the missionaries’ intentions, 
since Germany had just annexed Tanzania to 
the north, and he expected something similar in 
Uganda.  In addition, some older chiefs resented 
the younger, more educated Christians, and 
were fearful of being ousted.  In 1886, to satisfy 
his chiefs, the king began to execute Christian 
converts.  

Notable among them was St. Joseph Mukasa, 
who had tried to protect the young male court 
pages from sexual abuse by the king.  Enraged, 
the king summoned all the pages and separated 
the Christians.  Most of these young men were 
between 14 and 30 years old.  All were taken away 
and burned alive.  

The youngest of these martyrs, at age 14, was St. 
Kizito.  Our own diocesan Fr. Donald Dunson 
promotes the St. Kizito Foundation in Uganda, 
which provides financial and emotional support 
for Ugandan children, many of them orphans, to 
attend schools of their choice.

St. Josephine Bakhita
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Are You Considering A Charitable Gift This Year?
his time of year is when many begin to 
contemplate certain financial planning 
decisions, including those of charitable 

gifts.  Perhaps you are one of those persons, and 
are prayerfully considering a charitable gift to 
St Raphael Parish given its importance to you, 
your family and the community.  There are a 
few ways to give a charitable gift, each with 
different advantages and features.  The CARES 
Act recently passed by Congress increased 
incentives to encourage donors to support 
charitable organizations.  

Gift of cash.  You can simply write a check 
payable to St Raphael Parish and send it to the 
Parish before December 31, 2020.  Alternatively 
you can visit the parish website at www.
saintraphaelparish.com and select “Online 
Giving.”  

Many people do not itemize deductions on their 
federal return because the standard deduction 
($12,400 for single / $24,800 for married) exceeds 
their deductible expenses.  For 2020, the CARES 
Act provides an “above the line” charitable 
deduction for cash gifts up to $300 when using 
the standard deduction.  This results in a dollar-
for-dollar reduction in the donor’s taxable 
income.

If you do itemize deductions the CARES Act 
increases the limit of charitable deductions from 
60% of adjusted gross income to 100% for 2020.

Gift appreciated securities.  Charitable gifts of 
long-term appreciated securities (i.e. securities 
you have held for longer than one year) can 
also be advantageous.  You simply transfer 
your long-term appreciated security from 
your brokerage or custody account directly 
to the parish.  You may receive an immediate 
charitable income tax deduction of the full fair 
market value of your contribution, and most 
significantly, any capital gains tax will have 
been eliminated.

You should consult with your tax advisor to determine 
if this type of charitable gift is right for you.

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Distributions. 
The CARES Act did not change the rules concerning a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  Individuals 
over 70 1/2 years old can donate up to $100,000 in IRA 
assets directly to St Raphael Parish without including 
the distribution in your income.  However, because 
the CARES Act now allows an individual to deduct 
100% of their AGI for cash charitable contributions, 
it effectively gives individuals over 59½ the ability to 
donate cash directly from their IRA, reduce AGI and 
avoid an early withdrawal penalty.  Rules regarding 
IRA distributions and gifts can be complicated.  Please 
consult your tax advisor to determine if you qualify 
and for specific advice regarding your tax situation.

You may have noticed in the bulletin that our offertory 
is under budget.  Please remember that the weekly 
offertory contributions, along with our Christmas 
and Easter collections, are the principal sources of our 
parish income.  Thank you for your continuing gifts to 
the Parish.

T



The Truth Behind Christmas Myths
St. Raphael

However, Saturnalia bears no resemblance to Christmas 
celebrations anywhere in the world, whether historical 
or traditional: for one, the Romans committed human 
sacrifices during the Feast of Saturnalia, an act condemned 
over and over in the Bible. The Romans believed one of 
Saturn’s allies was a goddess named Lua Saturni (Saturn’s 
Lua), or “Mother Destruction.” In the third century, 
Christian scholars wrote that the Romans were offering 
dead gladiators as a Saturnalia sacrifice. How offering 
human sacrifices to the god Saturn could evolve into 
celebrating Jesus Christ being born in a barn after his 
parents were denied room at the inn is anyone’s guess.

“Before we take this dumb theory apart we should 
understand where it came from,” Father Dwight 
Longenecker, a Catholic priest and author, writes. “It is 
true that the Romans had a mid-winter celebration called 
Saturnalia. Then, so the cynical story goes, when the 
Emperor and his mother converted to the Christian faith, 
the new spoilsport religion frowned on such decadence, 
but the people still wanted to party. So the pope came up 
with a great idea. ‘I know! Let’s have Christmas instead!’”

However, as Longenecker notes, one must wonder why 
the newly converted Roman emperor chose the arbitrary 
date of December 25th to observe the holiday. If it 
really was nothing more than a Christianized version of 
Saturnalia, why not choose December 17th? Or better yet, 
any time between December 17th and December 23rd?

Many of us have heard similar stories about the alleged 
pagan origin of holiday markers like Christmas trees and 
Christmas lights. It is now accepted as common wisdom 
that Christmas trees have roots in pagan tradition, possibly 
among pre-Christian Germanic people. Christmas trees 
do come from Germany, but they didn’t emerge until 
long after the Christianization of Europe: the first time 
decorated evergreen trees appeared in a wintertime 
celebration was during Medieval “mystery plays,” in 
which they symbolized the Tree of Life in the Garden of 
Eden. At the time, they were decorated with apples to 
symbolize the “forbidden fruit” that Eve eats in the Book 
of Genesis. Later, in the sixteenth century, these trees were 
decorated with trinkets and candles—what we now know 
as modern Christmas trees.

Conflating Easter and Christmas with empty pagan 
rituals, which often revolved around drunken foolishness 
and murder in the form of human sacrifice, is a trope of 
people who hope to undermine Christianity. However, 
instead of offering dead gladiators to a 
bloodthirsty god, Christmas has always 
been a celebration of Christ’s humble 
origins and the beginning of his life 
on Earth. God could have sent his 
only son in the form of a King 
or an Emperor who ruled with 
an iron fist; God certainly 
tells us he had the power 
to do so. Instead, he sent 
his Son to be born to 
parents who traveled by 
donkey to Bethlehem 
and were denied a room 
everywhere in town, 
until Mary finally had 
to give birth in a stable 
and put her baby in a 
manger.

Continued from Page 2
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday 9:15 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration: Suspended until further notice
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

COVID-19 Notice
Catholics in the state of Ohio continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Our bishops 
urge those who are most vulnerable to coronavirus, and their caregivers, to continue in prayer from home. St. 
Raphael will continue to live-stream daily and Sunday Masses. As the diocese of Cleveland returns to public 
worship, important new guidelines will be in effect to help us protect each other. “We thank you for your 
patience, understanding and cooperation as we implement this gradual return to the public celebration of Mass,” 
the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.

Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening 
plans and procedures.


