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ver the next 3 years, you and every other 
Catholic in the United States are invited 

to participate in a nationwide campaign to 
renew the Church with devotion to Jesus in 
the Eucharist, culminating in the first National 
Eucharistic Congress in almost 50 years. 
Tens of thousands of Catholics will gather in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, in July 2024 to celebrate the 
gift of the Blessed Sacrament.

Why a Eucharistic Revival?

Recent research has found that within the U.S., 
roughly two-thirds of all self-described Catholics, 
and even one-third of Church-going Catholics, 
don’t believe, or don’t understand, basic truths 
about the Eucharist. Common misconceptions 
include that the Eucharist is “just a symbol,” 
“just a way of remembering Jesus,” or “just a 
community meal” served on the “table” of the 
altar. The Eucharist is all of these things, but 
more than that, it’s a sacrifice offered to God: 
the exact same, single sacrifice Jesus made of 
His Body and Blood on the cross, which breaks 
through to us through time and space. As a 
result, Jesus is really and truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament, even though we can still 
taste, smell, and see the bread and wine.  And the 
whole Christ is truly present – body, blood, soul, 
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and divinity – the glorified Christ who rose from the 
dead.  This is what the Church means when she speaks 
of the “Real Presence” of Christ in the Eucharist.

The Second Vatican Council teaches that the Eucharistic 
sacrifice is the “source and summit of the whole 
Christian life.” So it’s a major concern that Catholics 
have lost connection with this fundamental part of our 
faith. Besides troubling trends among those who go to 
Mass, data also suggest 30 percent of Catholics haven’t 
returned after the pandemic. Among young people 
in our country, 40 percent now identify themselves as 
“Nones” – No particular religion. All of these people are 
missing out. If we care about them, we’ve got to tell them 
about the life-changing, life-giving gift of the Eucharist. 
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Two well-respected staff members are taking retirement from St. Raphael 
School at the end of the 2021-2022 school year:  Assistant Principal Mr. 
Roger Andrachik and Government Clerk Mrs. Michelle Walsh.  Both 
recently shared some reflections.

As faculty, staff, and students were saying goodbye to 64 eighth grade 
graduates, they were also bidding a fond farewell to Roger Andrachik, 
who is opting for a well-deserved retirement as of June 24, 2022.  Mr. 
Andrachik has been a part of the school for 20 years, and was effectively 
our first “Assistant Principal.”  He came to us not with a teaching 
background, but from 17 years of legal practice.  St. Raphael School was 
fortunate to find him at the time he was reassessing his life goals and 
redirecting his career.  His first year was also Fr. Tim’s first year and Ann 
Miller’s second year as Principal.  During those twenty years, both the 
PAC and the new sanctuary were constructed, and the COVID pandemic 
caused chaos.  

His job title may be Assistant Principal, but he prefers to say he is “in 
charge of helping.”  You may recognize him from morning and afternoon 
traffic patrol, when you’ll get a friendly wave and a smile.  Disciplinary 
issues are part of his charge; his goal is not to harshly punish but to 
change negative behaviors.  He really likes preparing students to read at 
Masses, and organizing the spring May Crowning is always enjoyable.  

He uses only superlatives to compliment the “amazing” teachers, 
the great school, students, and parents.  Fr. Tim has been especially 
supportive and encouraging to him, for which he is grateful.  

What does he plan to do now?  He hopes to travel with his wife, to clean 
out the “mess” he has admittedly made at home over the last 20 years, to 
spend quality time with his two grandchildren who fortunately live in the 
area.  There’s a stack of books he wants to read, and yard work to do.  It 
doesn’t seem he’ll be a “gentleman of leisure.”

While Mr. Andrachik is unfurling his umbrella, packing away his parka, 
and relinquishing his reflective vest, the new Assistant Principal is 
preparing to shoulder her fresh responsibilities.  

Mrs. Mary Sak has been selected as the new Assistant Principal.  She is 
currently a first grade teacher at SRS, and will be transitioning to her new 
role as of August 8.  Mrs. Sak is a Willoughby native and a Lake Catholic 
HS and Mercyhurst graduate.  She is married and has two high school 
aged children.  She enjoys walking her dog and working in her yard, 
but much of her free time is spent at her children’s sporting events.  Her 
youthful mien belies her 23 years of teaching experience, seven of which 
have been in the first grade at SRS.  She has a background in special 
education, emotional and behavioral disorders, and learning disabilities.  
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Assistant Principal Mr. Roger Andrachik seen here 
with his successor Mrs. Mary Sak, currently a first 

grade teacher at SRS.

Of course, she will continue in the admirable tradition of 
her predecessor, but she also has some big ideas and plans 
to strengthen and enrich our school.  She plans to train 
teachers and staff in PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention 
and Support), a positive disciplinary management 
system which reduces or eliminates poor behaviors and 
encourages and rewards students’ positive behaviors.  
Also, she would like to implement the Diocesan standards-
based report cards for kindergarten through second grade.  
Finally, she anticipates helping develop programs for the 
soon-to-be constructed Outdoor Space on campus.  She 
is proud to have been chosen for this position, but wants 
to emphasize that she is and will always be a teacher, 
and views her tenure as teamwork with other teachers 
to benefit our community.  As for her other duties, her 
husband has already gifted her with a new very warm 
parka and gloves for her parking lot duties.  Good luck, 
Mrs. Sak!

Our second retiree is Mrs. Michelle Walsh, who has been 
the Government Clerk/Secretary in the LEC (Learning 
Education Center, aka Mobile Unit) for 26 years.  She has 
accounted for government grant moneys by processing 
textbooks, professional materials, and computer 
technology.  She has handled every textbook before it 
is issued to a student.  She’s also had the privilege of 
escorting students from the school building to the LEC, 
the low brown building between the school and the Post 
Office.  Its seven classrooms house tutors, a counselor, an 
intervention specialist, and speech therapists in addition to 
Mrs. Walsh’s office.  

What has changed in her 26 years?  Definitely, 
the amazing advancement in technology!  Her 
use of grant money to facilitate computer use in 
the classroom is a source of pride for her.  Seeing 
students advance in their education has been 
rewarding.  According to her, “It’s all about the 
students, and what’s good for them.”  Another 
interesting note is that as a result of various 
construction projects, the Mobile Unit has really 
been mobile, and has been relocated on our campus 
three times in her 26 years.  

Retirement plans include tending her 
grandchildren and her garden, golfing, biking, and 
traveling.  This Fall, she hopes to be in Toronto 
and Montreal when everyone else is back in class.  
Michelle has also been involved with our Social 
Concerns Ministry for 35 years, and she plans to 
continue her volunteer work with that group.  St. 
Raphael School will certainly miss this dynamic 
lady with a big heart!

As Mrs. Michelle Walsh retires, she leaves a lasting legacy with her 
duties, among them, ushering SRS into the 21st century using grant 

money to advance technology in the classroom.



Sister Alicia Torres

The Revival is intended to bear fruits like: 

• making Sunday Mass a profound encounter with Jesus 
that heals, unites, and gives us courage to spread the 
Gospel; 

• sparking conversion via personal relationships with 
Christ; 

• lifting up the truth and practices of the Catholic faith;

• sending out inspired, well-formed missionary disciples 
to the world.

In our diocese, the Revival kicked off on June 11 with a 
public Eucharistic procession in downtown Cleveland, 
traveling from the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 
down Superior Avenue to St. Peter Church. The Blessed 
Sacrament was held aloft in a golden receptacle, called a 
monstrance, and escorted under a beautiful fabric canopy, 
called a baldachino. “Everybody needs to know who 
Jesus is and so few people get to see Him. I’m excited 
[that] people see people of faith walking the streets!” said 
participant Jennifer Schmeiser. At St. Peter, the crowd 
experienced praise and worship, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, and preaching from Bishop-elect Michael 
Woost.

One easy way to participate at St. Raphael is Eucharistic 
Adoration. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is a proven 
remedy for times of crisis, making decisions, interceding 
for others, and personal spiritual development. Weekly 
Adoration in the Franciscan Chapel has returned to its 
pre-Covid schedule, beginning at 10 am after the 9:15 
am Mass on Friday, continuing through the night and 
ending at 4 pm just before the Vigil Mass on Saturday. 
You can stop by the chapel at your convenience during 
this time to spend a few quiet moments with Jesus.  Or 
you can take your participation up a notch and sign up 
to help our Adoration ministry as a scheduled Adorer.  
Adorers usually sign up for one-hour blocks and work 
with other volunteers to ensure there is always someone 
present while the Eucharist is exposed.  No special skills, 
experience, or activity is required. You can contact Melissa 
Pillari at pillari6@me.com, or call 440-785-9087 if you have 
questions or would like to sign up.

You can also check out EucharisticRevival.org to discover 
resources for learning more, and sharing more, about Jesus 
in the Eucharist.

Some personal testimonies about the Eucharist:

“When I was in college, I went to daily Mass, but 
I didn’t really know Jesus. Then I started going 
to Eucharistic Adoration. It was in those quiet 
moments before the Blessed Sacrament that I began 
to really know Him, and realize that I was known 
by Him. The Mass became more real, and my life 
became more real! I discovered a peace and joy I 
didn’t know was possible and in the sufferings of 
life I know I’m not alone. 

“It’s been nearly two decades since I first really met 
Jesus in the Eucharist, and today, I’m inviting you 
to meet him too.

“Perhaps you already know Jesus: He’s inviting 
you to go deeper, and bear greater fruit.

“Maybe you’re not so sure about Jesus. Not sure 
he’s really present in the Eucharist. Today, He’s 
inviting you to take a risk, to make a step toward 
him. He’ll do the rest.

“As our country enters into these years of National 
Eucharistic Revival, what keeps coming to mind for 
me is how Jesus grew close to His first disciples. 
He journeyed with them through life, and when 
they were ready, He sent them out. In the same 
way Jesus is inviting us to draw close to Him, so 
He can send us out to share the good news of how 
transformative a relationship with Him can be. 
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“Imagine our church and our country teeming 
with people who are filled with the peace and 
joy that comes from the relationship of knowing 
Jesus. It would be amazing! And that, my 
friends, is the potential impact of the National 
Eucharistic Revival.

“There are some people who like to read history, 
others like to ignore it. Today, Jesus is inviting 
us to join Him and make history. To be part of a 
movement of Catholics healed, transformed, and 
sent out on mission, for the life of the world.”

– Sister Alicia Torres, FE, Franciscans of the 
Eucharist
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“Of course as a Catholic I was raised by my 
parents, and my church, to believe that Jesus 
was present in the Eucharist… but I’m not sure 
I really realized the meaning of it all, even as a 
teenager. I knew what I was supposed to believe, 
but doubted it at the same time.

“I remember later, as a very young adult, my 
pastor drove me to a meeting. I remember that 
he wore a rimmed hat; it was winter. And as we 
passed several Catholic churches on the way, I 
noticed that every time we passed one of those 
churches, he slowed down just a bit, and tipped 
his hat. I asked him about it, and he said, ‘Jesus 
is in each of those churches. He is present in the 
Sacrament that is in each of the tabernacles.’

I began to rethink the Eucharist and I began to say to myself, 
‘Well, if Jesus is in each of these churches in the tabernacle, I 
should make a point to go to Him more often.’ And I began to 
pray more fervently before Mass. I genuflected with a greater 
awareness of Christ in the tabernacle. And I began to speak to 
Him in the Eucharist, heart to heart. At the same time, I began 
to read Sacred Scripture and learn of the love that God has for 
me, and all of us. Jesus died for me. That made me want to 
come before Jesus even more.

“So I started attending daily Mass. And I accepted His 
sacrifice for me that was re-presented at the Mass… So, it’s 
interesting, when I was a teenager, Mass was so boring; but at 
that time I was not giving myself completely to the Lord. As 
I began to mature and have a greater understanding of God’s 
love for me, I opened myself up to Jesus in the Eucharist, and 
I began to love Jesus who came to me through the Eucharist 
and at Mass. I wanted to give my life to Him. 

“Mass was never boring again.”

– Bishop Edward Malesic

Bishop Edward Malesic



A word on the Apostolic Pardon
Does God Love You?
If you need reassurance check out the special blessing, often 
called the “Apostolic Pardon,” available to Catholics at the 
moment of death.

The Manual of Indulgences (#12) says the following:

At the Point of Death 

§1. A priest who administers the sacraments to someone in 
danger of death should not fail to impart the apostolic blessing 
to which a plenary indulgence is attached.

§2. If a priest is unavailable, Holy Mother Church 
benevolently grants to the Christian faithful who are 
duly disposed [a complete detachment from sin] a plenary 
indulgence to be acquired at the point of death, provided they 
have been in the habit of reciting some prayers during their 
lifetime; in such a case, the Church supplies for [dispenses 
with] the three conditions [Confession, Communion, prayers 
for the Pope] ordinarily required for a plenary indulgence.

§3. In this latter case, the use of a crucifix or a cross in 
obtaining the plenary indulgence is commendable.

§4. The faithful can obtain this plenary indulgence at the 
hour of death, even if they have already acquired a plenary 
indulgence on the same day.

§5. The catechetical instruction of the faithful should ensure 
that they are duly made aware and frequently reminded of this 
salutary benefaction of the Church.

Reread 2, 3, & 4. God created humans in Paradise to be with 
him forever. The slightest movement toward Him, and 
He rushes to save us. Proper disposition…some prayers 
habitually during a lifetime. For eternal life? It still is not 
earned. It is God’s gift. God really loves YOU!

Two Apostolic Pardon (or Blessing) Prayers:
(from Pastoral Care of the Sick, 201)

“Through the holy mysteries of our redemption, may 
Almighty God release you from all punishments in this 
life and in the life to come. May he open to you the gates 
of paradise and welcome you to everlasting joy.”

“By the authority which the Apostolic See has given me, 
I grant you a full pardon and the remission of all your 
sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”



St. Raphael
Praying the Rosary as a Parish
by Dianne Borowski
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Perhaps you have noticed a small group of people gathered 
near the statue of Our Blessed Mother on the parish lawn as 
you drive down Dover Center around 6 PM on Wednesday 
evening. If you read the parish bulletin regularly you know 
these folks are praying the Rosary.

There is a worldwide movement to strengthen devotion to 
Mary and the Rosary. During this period of global conflict 
and upheaval many of us may believe achieving world peace 
is impossible. Violence is increasing in our country. People 
want to know, what can I do? Through her appearance to 
the children at Fatima, Mary has given us guidance. She has 
reminded us of the power of prayer. Mary asked us to pray 
the Rosary each day to bring peace to the world and bring 
an end to war. She asked that we pray for the conversion of 
Russia and to do penance. She told us God wanted the world 
to have devotion to her Immaculate Heart. These are the 
steps we must take to begin to effect change in our country 
and the world.

Parishioner Mary Bennett received information about the 
concept of saying the Rosary publicly and believed the 
idea would be well received at St. Raphael. The first St. 
Raphael’s public Rosary took place January 19, 2022. At 
the present time there are six people who try to attend the 
Wednesday Rosary regularly. The weather this past winter, 
especially on Wednesday evenings, has been challenging. 
One particular Wednesday found the group praying in a 
-3 windchill temperature accompanied by strong winds. 
Other Wednesdays were cold and raining. The group, 
however, continues to persevere. The group is loosely 
structured. There are no meetings to attend, no committees, 
no fundraising. You just need to show up any Wednesday 
evening you are free. As Jesus said, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” (Matthew 18:20).

The Public Rosary is a worldwide endeavor. All 
countries which participate have the same goals 
and recommendations.  St. Raphael Parish is 
one of seventeen parishes in our country to hold 
a public Rosary on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. More 
parishes are encouraged to participate. I will 
leave you with an overview of why we pray the 
public Rosary and how it is accomplished.

Why: To consecrate our countries to the Mother 
of God asking her Son for help for all citizens to 
obtain unity and peace.

When: Every Wednesday at 6 p.m. when 
possible.

Where: We want to pray not only at home or 
in church, but especially at public places in 
all cities, communities and villages.

Who: Everybody who cares for the welfare 
of their country. Please invite friends and 
neighbors and begin praying. Bring lanterns 
and candles

How: Pray the Holy Rosary. Duration about 
30 minutes.

Please join fellow parishioners whenever you are 
able any Wednesday night at 6 p.m. You do not 
have to make a commitment to attend, just join 
in when you can. If you would like to participate 
but not able to be physically present you might 
say a Rosary sometime on Wednesday nights 
when possible wherever you may be.

“Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.” 

– Matthew 18:20
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Save the Date! The Parish Picnic is Back!
The parish picnic is back after 
a 2 year hiatus! The fun starts 
on Saturday, August 13, after 
the 4:30 Mass. All are welcome! 
Invite your neighbors.


