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lthough it’s only November, 
I have been thinking of the 

Christmas story. Sometimes I get so 
caught up in the shopping, baking 
and decorating which accompanies 
the Christmas season I believe I don’t 
devote enough of my time to the true 
meaning of Christmas. Soon the big 
countdown will begin. Everywhere 
one looks, the world seems to already 
announce, “only X more days until 
Christmas!” As I think of Advent 
calendars and young children 
inquiring “how much longer?” I 
begin to consider St. Mary and her 
days leading to the birth of Jesus. 

Although from a historical 
perspective we don’t know the exact 
date of Jesus’ birth, I imagine that 
season so many years ago and what 
it meant to Mary as she journeyed 
through the last months of her 
pregnancy. I wonder how Mary 
withstood the journey to Bethlehem 
so close to her delivery? I think of 
how young she was. She didn’t 
have access to our modern books, 
pamphlets or the internet to help 
answer any questions or concerns 
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she may have had about birth and motherhood. I wonder 
how Mary spent those long third trimester days. Did she 
think about the amazing responsibility given to her, to be the 
mother of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior? I am in awe of Mary’s 
willingness to accept that responsibility. Was she anxious 
about the journey to Bethlehem so close to the time of Jesus’ 
due date?

How exhausted Mary must have been on the trip. A donkey 
is not the most comfortable seating arrangement on which to 
travel. I would imagine as they approached Bethlehem Mary 
might have been a bit apprehensive, wondering where she 
might stay when her child was born. Bethlehem must have 
been very crowded for Joseph could find no shelter except the 
little stable.
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With family and friends so many miles away and only St. 
Joseph for support, Mary might have experienced some 
loneliness. I’m sure God’s love and guidance was with Mary 
every step of the way, but pregnancy is a time of great change 
in a woman’s life. I think Mary must have had some difficult 
moments at this time, yet she didn’t question God’s will for 
her.

At the time of Jesus’ birth Mary must have felt so much love 
and joy holding the tiny infant in her arms. This was certainly 
a blessed and happy moment in the lives of Mary and Joseph, 
however, Herod’s proclamation that any male child born 
during this time frame must be put to death must have filled 
the young couple with fear for Jesus’ safety. After an angel’s 
visit to Joseph in a dream, Mary, Joseph and the infant, Jesus, 
were on the road again, this time traveling to Egypt.

I find meditating upon this period in Mary’s life uplifting. 
As I reflect upon her journey I think of how much Mary has 
influenced my life and the lives of so many over the years, It’s 
comforting for me to realize that Mary is always there for me, 
ready to intercede for me and help guide me through my own 
journey. As we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child let 
us also think of His loving mother, Mary.

Marriage: A Calling Worth 
Talking About!7
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My dear friends in Christ,

Thanksgiving, 2019!  As the years move along, this 
special day reminds us to pause and be grateful 
for life, family, friends and the many freedoms we 
enjoy which are not available to many in our global 
human family.

Our rootedness reminds us we are a people called 
to be of hope and invited to a deeper faith in God 
and one another.  In gathering around the table 
with family and friends, we pause to give thanks 
for all that has graced our lives—joys of friendship, 
laughter and good health, the painful events 
which promoted deeper growth and gave greater 
insight to the importance of faith in our own gifts 
of goodness and talent and that of our family and 
friends, and knowing we have a God who loves us 
more than we could ever imagine.

As the chosen of God, then, the holy people 
whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt 
compassion, in generosity and humility, 
gentleness and patience . . . 

and may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 
because it is for this that you were called in one 
body.  Always be thankful.  (Col. 3:12, 15)

On this special day it is my prayerful hope that 
you and your family celebrate the gift of life you 
are, and that you bring to one another.  We are 
connected to one another.  No one of us called 
ourselves into being – we have been gifted by a 
loving God who has called us to manifest His love 
in the service we give to one another.

I thank God each day that you are a member of our 
St. Raphael Parish Family—persons of deep faith, 
filled with much hope and compassion.  You are 
among the blessings I celebrate!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Timothy W. Gareau
Pastor 
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t’s not too early to think about preparations for 
Christmas! Unpack your Christmas sweater, 

float some extra marshmallows in your hot cocoa, 
and plan to take advantage of special weekend 
events hosted by the Guild and the Social Concerns 
Committee on the Second Sunday of Advent.

Have your little ones outgrown their winter coats 
from last year?  Are you spending the winters 
in Florida, and no longer need those warm 
jackets?  Consider donating them to the COAT 
COLLECTION sponsored by 
the Guild.  New and clean, 
gently-used coats, jackets, vests 
and other outwear will be 
accepted Saturday and Sunday 
at all Masses, in the lunchroom. 
Especially appreciated are men’s 
coats sizes XL and XXL.  In 
the past, over 500 coats have 
been delivered each year to the 
Westside Catholic Center for 
distribution before the snow flies.

The MITTEN TREE, sponsored by the Social Concerns 
Committee, will stand in Good Shepherd Square 
during Advent.  It is a favorite sight for children, who 
can add their own donations of new or clean, gently-
used gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats.  Often, people 
include new, warm socks, which are certainly welcome!  
Last year, over 600 items adorned the tree, and were 
sorted for Providence House, St. Malachi’s, and The 
Westside Catholic Center.  

Big, beautiful POINSETTIAS! Red, white, pink, 
speckled!  Traditional or dramatic!   Over 140 to choose 

from!  You can purchase them 
from the Guild on Saturday 
or Sunday before and after 
all Masses in the lunchroom.  
Also available, wreaths and 
festive bows, and a limited but 
striking collection of blooming 
Christmas cacti.  If you like, 
for a donation of $10, you can 
purchase a plant to send to 
a nursing home resident to 
brighten his or her holiday. 

I
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If your home harbors a Christmas Cookie Monster, 
consider selecting some tasty treats at the Guild 
COOKIE EXTRAVAGANZA on Sunday, December 
8th, in the lunchroom.  After a year’s hiatus, the 
widely-acclaimed bake sale is back.  You can purchase 
treats-by-the-pound, and choosing from the array of 
holiday goodies is a delicious challenge!   This sale has 
been a Parish tradition for at least a dozen years, and 
usually features more than 250 dozen cookies!  We give 
a special shout-out to Kathy Hegeman, who single-
handedly created and coordinated this program for 
more than a dozen years.  Thank you, Kathy, for such a 
delectable idea!

If this isn’t enough 
for you, at the 
same time all this 
is happening in the 
lunchroom, Social 
Concerns will be 
hosting BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA in the 
Parish Activity Center 
from 8:30 to noon on 
Sunday, December 
8th after the 8:00 and 
10:00 Masses.  Enjoy 

a breakfast buffet, with pancakes, eggs, sausage, 
juice and coffee.  Beginning at 9:00, children will 
be excited to have personal time with The Big Guy 
himself, dressed head-to-toe in red, and ready for 
those adorable family photos.  If you’re an adult 
with a special request or a desire for a holiday selfie, 
Santa can help with that too!  Kiddie Christmas crafts 
will be available, and pixies will be on hand to help.  
Cost?  A monetary donation for Adopt-a-Family.  Be 
generous!

When you return home in the afternoon with your 
festive finds, a happy tummy and warm feelings, know 
that you’ve also supported Guild and Social Concerns 
programs for the coming year.  The Guild profits are 
distributed in various ways: for example, high school 
scholarships, church maintenance and beautification 
projects, St. Malachi meal service, The Westside 
Catholic Center, and High School Youth Ministry.  
Social Concerns profits support Adopt-a-Family, 
Helping Hands Food Baskets, Christmas in July and 
other charitable ventures in the Parish and the Diocese.

Please note that all payment for any of these programs 
is only by cash or personal check.  Sorry, no on-line 
payment system is available yet.



6

s the Holiday Season approaches, this 
time of year is when many begin to 
contemplate certain financial planning 

decisions, including their annual charitable 
gifts.  Perhaps you are one of those persons, and 
are prayerfully considering a charitable gift to 
St. Raphael Parish given its importance to you, 
your family and the community.  There are a 
few ways to satisfy a charitable gift, each with 
different advantages and features:

Gift of cash.  Giving cash is easy.  You  can 
either simply write a check payable to St. 
Raphael Parish and send it to the parish before 
the end of the year - or, alternatively, you 
can make a one-time cash gift by visiting the 
parish’s website at www.saintraphaelparish.com 
and selecting “Online Giving.”

You may be entitled to a charitable income 
tax deduction for the full value of the gift 
on your income tax return, but you should 
consult with your tax advisor to help make that 
determination.

Gift of long-term appreciated securities.  
Charitable gifts of long-term appreciated 
securities (i.e. securities you have held for longer 
than one year) can also be advantageous.  You 
simply transfer your long-term appreciated 
security from your brokerage or custody account 
directly to the parish.  You may receive an 
immediate charitable income tax deduction of 
the full fair market value of your contribution, 
and most significantly, any capital gains tax will 
have been eliminated.

You should consult with your tax advisor to 
determine if this type of charitable gift is right 
for you.

Are You Considering 
A Charitable Gift 
This Fall?

Using a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to 
make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  If 
you have attained age 70 ½, you may likely be faced 
with an RMD from your IRA.  You can make a QCD 
of up to $100,000 of your RMD, to St. Raphael Parish 
without including the distribution in your income.  The 
rules applicable to QCDs from IRAs are very specific.  
Before you decide whether you should make such 
a gift, please consult your tax advisor to determine if 
you qualify, and if such a gift makes sense given your 
particular situation.

If you wish to learn more about gifting strategies to 
St. Raphael Parish – including information on what 
you can do now and also how you can remember St. 
Raphael in your estate plan - please visit the parish 
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com, or contact 
Kris McGivney at 440-871-1100, or via email at 
legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com.

A
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When Catholics talk about encouraging vocations, 
many of us think of two specific callings: 
priesthood and religious life. It’s well-documented 
that there’s a shortage of priests, nuns and brothers, 
especially compared to decades ago. But we 
shouldn’t forget there’s another vocation that needs 
promotion and support, and it’s the one we’re most 
familiar with: Marriage.

In the past, many Catholics mistakenly had a 
notion of the Church as a mechanism for the 
division of labor. Our culture promoted the idea 
that married people’s task was just to keep the 
human race going; we could “outsource” the 
pursuit of holiness to our clergy. This was never 
truly the case, as we can see in the lives of married 
saints, like St. Louis and St. Zelie Martin. They 
lived in late 1800s France, with Louis employed as 
a watchmaker, and Zelie working as a lacemaker. 
She owned her own lace factory and eventually 
became so successful that Louis left his work to 
help with her company. In spite of living very 
much in the world, St. Louis and St. Zelie still 
evaluated their choices in life, including whether 
to marry and when to have kids , based on their 
discernment of God’s calling. Their youngest 
daughter grew up to be St. Therese, the Little 
Flower.

The holiness of the marriage calling can be seen 
in the way it reflects the love of God. A Catholic 
marriage consists of the spouses freely choosing to 
give their bodies to just each other, holding nothing 
in their hearts back, and pledging their devotion 
for their whole lives. They also must remain open 
to the gift of new life that God may choose to 
bring from their union, whether that’s in the form 
of children or spiritual fruitfulness. Free, Total, 
Faithful, Fruitful – what does that also describe? 
The greatest act of love ever – Jesus giving His 
body on the cross, and giving His body to us in the 
Eucharist. 

That connection between the cross, the Eucharist 
and marriage means that a call to marriage is not 
in any way second-rate or an opportunity to put 

our spiritual lives on auto-pilot. This vocation is a 
priceless and irreplaceable way that God wants to 
bring holiness into the world. We must find ways 
to encourage our friends and family to consider 
if marriage is something God is asking them to 
say yes to. Getting married is worth doing, and 
married life is worth nurturing so that it can 
flourish.

At St. Raphael, the Post Cana program provides 
opportunities through Couple’s Nights Out for 
married people to reflect and learn about their 
vocation. Our last speaker, Fr. Eric, gave us so 
many insights into why marriage matters, in spite 
of sometimes being the “forgotten vocation.” The 
next Couple’s Nights Out will be on February 7 
and March 27. Watch the bulletin, or email Karen 
Campbell at campbell@saintraphaelparish.com for 
more information!

Marriage: A Calling Worth Talking About!
by Maggie Brady
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Save the Date! #WeGiveCatholic is Tuesday, December 3rd!
This year’s #WeGiveCatholic is coming up! On Giving Tuesday, 
December 3rd, this 24-hour charitable event will help our 
community start off the holiday season in the true spirit of Advent. 

Last year, hundreds of donors supported St. Raphael School in an 
exciting competition for fundraising prizes, all to benefit the brand-
new Innovation Center. The Innovation Center helps enhance 
our students’ STREAM education (Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, the Arts, and Math). 

Check out the Catholic Community Foundation’s website 
wegivecatholic.org and watch the bulletin for details!


